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UN one step closer to treaty to punish crimes against humanity

Associated Press
UNITED NATIONS

A key United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly committee
adopted a resolution on
Friday paving way for ne-
gotiations on a first-ever
treaty on preventing and
punishing crimes against
humanity after Russia
dropped amendments that
would have derailed the
effort.

The resolution was ap-
proved by consensus by
the General Assembly’s le-
gal committee, which in-
cludes all 193-member UN
nations, after tense last-mi-
nute negotiations between
its supporters and Russia
that dragged through the
day of the event.

There was a loud ap-
plause when the chairman
of the committee gavelled
the resolution’s approval.

It is virtually certain to
be adopted when the Gen-

eral Assembly putsittoa fi-
nal vote on December 4.
“Today’s agreement to
start up negotiations on a
much-needed internation-
al treaty is an historic
achievement that was a
long time coming” Ri-
chard Dicker, Human
Rights Watch’s senior legal
adviser for advocacy, said.

‘Crucial message’
“It sends a crucial message
that impunity for the kinds
of crimes inflicted on civi-
lians in Ethiopia, Sudan,
Ukraine, southern Israel,
Gaza and Myanmar will
not go unheeded,” he said.

The resolution calls for
a time-bound process with
preparatory sessions in
2026 and 2027, and three-
week negotiating sessions
in 2028 and 2029 to finalise
a treaty on crimes against
humanity.

Mr. Dicker said Russia’s
proposed amendments left

Collateral damage: Ukrainian troops at a memorial for civilians
and soldiers killed during the war in central Kyiv on Saturday. ap

in question whether treaty
negotiations would have
been completed. Russia’s
Deputy UN Ambassador
Maria Zabolotskaya said
Russia  withdrew the
amendments “in a spirit of
compromise.” But she said
Russia “dissociates itself
from consensus.”

“This, of course, does
not mean that we are not
ready to work on this cru-

cial convention,” Ms. Zabo-
lotskaya said.

The International Crimi-
nal Court was established
to punish major perpetra-
tors of war crimes, crimes
against humanity and ge-
nocide and it has 124 coun-
tries that are parties to it.

The ICC says crimes
against humanity are com-
mitted as part of a large-
scale attack on civilians

and it lists 15 forms includ-
ing murder, rape, impri-
sonment, enforced disap-
pearances, sexual slavery,
torture and deportation.

But the 1CC does not
have jurisdiction over
nearly 70 other countries.

There are global treaties
that cover war crimes, ge-
nocide and torture — but
there has been no specific
treaty addressing crimes
against humanity.

And according to spon-
sors of the resolution, led
by Mexico and Gambia and
backed by 96 other coun-
tries, a new treaty will fill
the gap.

Kelly Adams, legal advi-
sor at the Global Justice
Center, also called the re-
solution “a historic break-
through” after many de-
lays. Pointing to “the
proliferation of crimes
against humanity around
the world,” she expressed
hope that a treaty will be

“strong, progressive and
survivor-centric.”

Amnesty International’s
Secretary General Agnes
Callamard expressed dis-
appointment that the time-
line had been extended un-
til 2029, but said, “What’s
important is that this pro-
cess will deliver a viable
convention.”

“It is long overdue and
all the more welcome at a
time when too many states
are intent on wrecking in-
ternational law and univer-
sal standards,” she said.

After the resolution’s
adoption, Gambia’s Coun-
selor Amadou Jaiteh, who
had introduced it hours
earlier, called its approval
“a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to make a diffe-
rence.” to hope for a world
without crimes against hu-
manity, “and a world
where voices of victims are
heard louder than their
perpetrators.”



New rules at COP29
allow carbon trading
between nations

nce France-Presse
BAKU

New rules allowing
wealthy polluting coun-
tries to buy carbon-cutting
“offsets” from developing
nations were agreed at UN
climate talks on Saturday,
in a move already raising
fears they will be used to
greenwash climate targets.

This decision, taken
during extra time at the
COP29 conference, is a ma-
jor step forward in a thor-
ny debate that has dragged
through climate talks for
years, and diplomats broke
into applause when the de-
cision was gavelled.

Supporters say a UN-
backed framework for car-
bon trading could direct in-
vestment to developing na-
tions where many credits
are generated.

Critics fear if set up
poorly, these schemes
could wundermine the
warld’s efforts to curb glo-
bal warming.

Carbon credits are gen-
erated by activities that re-
duce or avoid planet-heat-
ing  greenhouse  gas
emissions, like planting
trees, protecting existing
carbon sinks or replacing
polluting coal with clean-
energy alternatives.

Until now, these credits
have mainly been traded
by companies on an unreg-
ulated market dogged by
scandal.

But the 2015 Paris cli-
mate deal envisaged that
countries could also take
part in a cross-border trade
of carbon reductions.

The broad idea is that
countries - mainly
wealthy polluters — can
buy carbon credits from
other nations that are do-
ing better on their own
emissions-cutting targets.

The initiative, known as
Article 6, includes both di-
rect country-to-country

Until now, these

credits have mainly
been traded by
companies on an
unregulated market
dogged by scandal.

trading and a separate UN-
backed marketplace.

It has proved popular
with  both developing
countries looking for inter-
national financing, and
wealthier nations eager to
find new ways to meet
steep emissions reduction
targets.

The European Union
and the United States
pushed for an agreement
at COP29 in Azerbaijan’s
capital Baku, while many
developing nations partic-
ularly in Asia and Africa
have already signed up for
projects.

But experts fear that the
systems could allow coun-
tries to trade dubious emis-
sions reductions that cover
up their failure to actually
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

As of earlier this month,
more than 90 deals have
already been agreed bet-
ween nations for over 140
pilot projects, according to
the UN.

But so far only one trade
has happened between
countries, involving Swit-
zerland buying credits
linked to a new fleet of
electric buses in Thailand’s
capital Bangkok.

Switzerland has other
agreements lined up with
Vanuatu and Ghana, while
other buyer countries in-
clude Singapore, Japan

and Norway.
The Climate Action
Tracker  project  has

warned that Switzerland’s
lack of transparency over
its own emissions cuts
risks “setting a bad
precedent”.



Tests show that minke whales can hear high-frequency sounds

The Hindu Bureau

For the first time, scientists
have directly measured the
hearing range of minke
whales, discovering that
the species can detect
high-frequency sounds as
high as 90 kilohertz (kHz),
according to a new study,
demonstrating  hearing
sensitivity far greater than
previously believed.

The findings suggest
that baleen whales — the
planet’s largest mam-

mals — may be even more
impacted by anthropogen-
ic ocean noise than cur-
rently recognised but have
been excluded from regu-
latory consideration due to
underestimated  hearing
ranges. There have been
concerns about the im-
pacts of anthropogenic
noise on marine mammals
like high-profile  whale
stranding events linked to
naval sonar noise activity.
As a result, substantial pro-

gress has been made in de-

veloping  criteria  and
thresholds for evaluating
impacts on marine mam-
mals exposed to anthropo-
genic noise,

Although  researchers
have suggested using beha-
vioural changes, hearing
damage, and other physi-
cal effects to measure the
impact of noise on marine
mammals, setting clear
thresholds is challenging
because different species
of marine mammals res-
pond to noise in widely va-

rying and poorly under-
stood ways. Audiograms —
graphs illustrating an ani-
mal's hearing  sensiti-
vity — are essential for
identifying the sound fre-
quencies that affect marine
mammals.

However, while audio-
grams are available for at
least one representative
species in most major ma-
rine  mammal groups,
none exist for baleen
whales. To better under-
stand how ocean noise im-

pacts baleen whales, re-
searchers developed a
novel catch-and-release
method to temporally hold
adolescent minke whales
(Balaenoptera acutorostra-
ta) for auditory evoked po-
tential (AEP) tests, which
estimate hearing sensitivi-
ty by measuring electrical
signals produced in the
brain in response to sound.
Leveraging a natural chan-
nel between two islands in
Norway, and a system of
net barriers, the research-

ers contained two adoles-
cent minke whales making
their northward migration.

While it has been as-
sumed that baleen whales
are exclusively low-fre-
quency hearing specialists,
the authors discovered
that minke whales can de-
tect frequencies as high as
45 to 90 kHz - a range
much higher than pre-
viously believed based
upon their ear anatomy
and the frequencies at

which they vocalise.



Why is there a row over climate finance?

What are the prickly issues of the 29th edition of the Conference of Parties on global warming?
Why is there bickering over a collective step towards ending the reign of fossil fuels and
addressing rising carbon emissions? What are the concerns raised by developing nations?

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
he 29th edition of the Conference of
Parties (COP), arguably the most
important of the UNs climate
conferences, was scheduled to end on
November 22, after 11 days of negotiations, and
take a collective step forward in addressing
rising carbon emissions. However, deliberations
are expected to carry on beyond the deadline
with several sticking points outstanding.

What is the significance of COP29?

Gaoing into the talks, developing countries had
stated that at least a trillion dollars per year from
2025-35 would be necessary to meet emission
targets. This was seen to be the New Collective
Quantified Goal (NCQG} on climate finance
which refers to money that will be given to
developing countries by developed countries to
help the former meet their goals to transition
away from the continued use of fossil fuels and
curb greenhouse gas emissions, Developing
countries have been repeatedly saying that the
figure should be “trillions of dollars.” To this
end, developed countries have mobilised and
transferred $115 billion in 2021-22 - a
controversial clause that has yet to be resolved

Climate Summit, in Baku, Azerbaijan on November 23, ap

No agreement yet: Activists participate in a demanstration at the COP29 UN

Developed
couniries,
led by the
European
Union, say
the
demands of
the
developing
world are
un-
reasonably
high

in the universal agreement — but per the Paris
Agreement, a new target higher than $100
billion must be agreed upon by 2025. The ralks
in Baku were expected to conclusively agree
upon a number but there continues to be a
sharp split between developed and developing
countries on the quantum and other basic
aspects of what this NCQG should look like.

‘What do developing countries want?

This block of countries include China, India and
the Group of 77 countries. There are also other
coalitions such as the Like Minded Developing
Countries (LMDC), Least Developing Countries
(LDC), Small Tsland Developing Countries (STDS)
ete. Nearly all developing countries fall into one
or multiple groupings and while they have
differences, they are largely agreed on the point
that it is the developed countries that should pay
the bulk of climate finance.

More importantly, they specified that this
maoney had to be provided not only to help
countries meet their Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) but also buffer against
existing threats of climate change, and make
good for climate damage already wrought. The
NDICs are targeted, voluntary plans by all
countries to reduce carbon emissions by certain
quantities until 2030, The NCQG, the developing
countries say, should also reflect contributions
by developed countries on the basis of their
historical contribution to existing carbon
concentrations in the atmosphere as well as
their per capita GDP. To put this in perspective,
it is important to note that even if all countries
fulfilled their stated voluntary commitments, it
would as of now only translate to a 2% cut, and
this vear — the latest scientific assessments
suggest — carbon emissions will likely increase
0.8% over 2023,

What does the developed world say?
However developed countries, led by the
European Union, say these demands are
unreasonably high. They aver that “all actors™
(read countries) should collectively work to hike
up climate finance to $1.3 trillion per year by
2035, While agreeing that they must “take the
lead” they have only a set a goal of $250-300

billion by 2035 per year. Moreover this would
consist of a "variety of sources,” including
“public and private, bilateral and multilateral,
and alternative sources.”

This suggests that another major demand of
the: developing world, of ensuring most of the
maoney is in the form of grants or low-cost loans,
remains unmet,

Have any concrete agreements been made?
A week before the conference began, China had
petitioned the Presidency of COP29 to discuss
“climate-change related unilateral restrictive
trade measures” at the conference. This is an
unusual request as trade issues are discussed on
forums such as the World Trade Organization.
China proposed this as part of a grouping of
countries called BASIC (Brazil, South Africa,
India, China).

The petition is primarily directed ata
European Union proposal called the Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), which
imposes a tax on products imported into the EU
that don't conform to carbon-emission norms
required by the Union. The CBAM is currently
operating in a “transitional phase” but will come
into full effect from January 1, 2026,

The first day of the conference saw an
agreement on carbon markets to be supervised
by the UN. Such a market would allow countries
to trade carbon credits — certified reductions of
carbon emissions — among themselves and
whose prices are determined as a consequence
of emission caps imposed by countries.

The market itself follows from a section in the
Paris Agreement, called Article 6. Sub- sections
within the Article spell out how countries can
bilaterally trade carbon among themselves (Art
6.2) and participate in a global carbon market
(6.4). Though most of the necessary nuts and
bolts to make operational such a carbon market,
supervised by a United Nations body, were in
place since 2022, there were several niggles,
particularly on ensuring that the carbon credits
generated are genuine and its antecedents are
transparent.

While there is criticism among
environmentalist groups that enough
discussions on this didn’t take place, this is
supposed to be a mechanism to facilitate climate
finance. India has been discussing bilateral deals
to trade carbon with several countries. An
agreement such as the one in Baku could be a
catalyst, and activate India’s own carbon-trading
market.



What can CAQM
do to improve
Delhi air?

Wiy did the Supreme Court pull up the
the Commmission [or Air Qualiny
Marsigement?

il il M. Habu

The story so far:
ir podlution m [helhi has been in the
‘severe” and ‘severe phus” category for
the mest part of the kst 10 deys, This
weel, the Supreme Court pulled up the
o for Alr Qualizy ¥
(GACM), the government’s manforing aency.
o its inadegquate pollution control response.

What is the CAUM?
Thie CAQM in the National Capical Region (NCR)

o acbiobrl e ey el through
an rdinance in 2000, which was Lter replaced
oy ann At of Parliment in 2020 The CAQM was
set up for better coordination, research,
identification and reschution of probilerms
=surrounding air quality ond connected issues. it
inatially had 15 members, comprising officials,
past and present, of the enviromment minlstry
and ather deparrments of the Union
government, o5 well 2 officials of various Stae
wovernments, and represeniatves from NGOs
and ather agencies. The CAIM is now headed by
Bajesh Verma and there are 27 members.

The CAQM replaced the EPCA (Environmental
Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authoring,
which was Formed in 1998 by the Supireme
o, However, the EPCA was not backed by 4
atatute and experts had raised the issue that it
Lacked the veath 1o act aminst authorities which

did not follow i1
Thingh the CAUM arders. Despite that
miakes plans and drawback, It was
coordinates with under the EPCA that

different agencies, |t ix ey of the
the ageneies that have measures bring

1o imphement them Ic‘":w“m:
o thi groumnid Ineluding the Graded

Resspomnse Action
Plan o¢ GRAP, & list of temporary emergency
measires o controd air pollution.

What ore the powers of CAQM?

Uinder the Cormmission for Alr Quality
Managerment In Mational Caplial and
Adpoiriing Areas Aet, 2021, the CAQM was given
e powver b Lake all measires, issue directions
anel entertiin complaings, us it deems necessary,
tor the purpase of protecting and improving the
quality of air in the NCR and adjoining areas,
Under Section 14 of the Act, the CAQM can
initiste stringent actions against officers for ot
Tofon Log s ordery,

Why didl the ST pull np the CAQM?
Over the years, the Supreme Court which has
been hearing an ongring case on air pollution,

court was ieferting o various stakisholders not
Eollowing the CAQM's ordurs despite specific
provisions under the X021 ACL “There has been
tenal i o the Act, Pl Elow s
a single direction ksued to any stakeholder
unides the Act.. We sire ol the view that though
the Commission has taken steps, It needs wbe
‘mafe active. The Commission must ensure that
frs etfiorts and disections issued actually rransbate
lrno redbucing the problem of polfuton,” the
Bench obaerved. Dn November 18, the Supreme
Cort slasmrred the CAQM foe delayed action
‘while directing stringent curbs under Stage [V of
the GHAP and noted that rather than taking
pre-empive action o comaln air pollution, it
waited In valn for the air w0 mprove. Stage IV i
e higghest level of restrictions under GRAP, and
sicrnrding w the CAQNS riles, it is supposed 1
e implemented when the akr qualiy category i3
likehy too fall es “seveere plus’, andd s fkedy to
‘remain (n thar level for three or more days, The
court pulled np the CAQM for delaying
Implemencathon of curbs though the A had
slipped o the ‘severe plus’ caregory.

B the CAQM te btaume for Delhi's pollution?
Thiugh the GAQM rmakes plins and coomdinates
with different agencies, it is the agencies that
‘hive to implement thim on the ground,

A aifficial of the CADM said the commissson
has Insproved coordinaion and planning. "Fir
example, though the paddy stubhle burming,
which is 3 suroe of severe pollution, happens in
October November, we start mesting Stale
officials from February and continue saiks till the
seaspal Is over,” the member sud, The CAQM
had adsn coordinated with Punjab and Haryana
Ty prepare action plans for controllig stubble
Durming (n 2002 and It s updated every vear.

About challenges that the commission faces,
the official said, “Over the vears, though we
were loking @t different sources of pollution
amd trying to contred them, our main foeus was
on controfling swubblbe burming, But from now
ormwards, we will rry 1o focus oo multiple areas,
Wee will be uatting more energy and time o
contrulling dus and velieular pollutien wo.”

Animita Kogehewdbry, exeotive dinector,
Centre Bor Science and Environment, said thar
the decision to impose GRAP should be mken
proactively by the CAUM. Pollution forecasting
methods have 1o be more accurage, she added.




.

Soul song: A devotes s overcome with emotion a

he sings Tamil Tiumoral hymns du

NS

os50r Holy parade: Devotees witness a procession of the deity Perusudarar, 1o the

accompaniment of music from andlent instruments.

Hub of culture: Peopie gather

A
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0 celebration In honour of Chola emperar Rajs Raja Cholan | 1n the ko

hadesswarar Tempie.

A mighty king remembered

The birth anniversary of the legendary Chola emperor Raja Raja Chola s celebrated every vear during the Sadhaya Vicha in Thanjavur of Tamil Nadu

he birth anniversary of the legendary
Chola emperor Raja Raja Chola l is
celebrated with unparalleled fervour
and devotion every year during the
Sadhaya Vizha in Thanjavur of Tamil Nadu. Born
& Arulmozhi Varman in 947 CE, he rose 1o
become one of history's most Mustrbous and
visionary rulers. Revered as Raja Raja the Great,
inherited the legacy of his ancestors and
alted an empire that fourished both militarily
and culturally. His life 1s famously depicted in
1955 Tamil novel Porniyin
Sefvan,which was later adapted to a motion
plcture series under the same title.

Raga Raja’s reign, from 985 to 104 CE, was
marked by military prowess and profound
administrative vision,

The Sadhaya Vicha, which takes plice in the
Tamil month of Alppasi (mid-October to
mid-November), honours the legacy of a ruler
whose influence stretched to Sri Lanka and the
Maldives, The heart of the celebration is at the
iconic Brihadeeswarar Temple (also known as the
Big Temple). While the Tamil Nadu government
has made several attempts 10 have 1 statue of Raja
Raja Chola installed inside the temple, it remains
outside the temple compound because the
Central government says nothing should be done

1o disturb the original nature of the temple. The
temple itself, a masterpiece of Chola architecture,
is a tribute to Raja Raja's devotion to Lord Shiva,
revered here as Peruvudalyar

The event begins with religious ceremonies,
Including the sacred abhishekam (holy bath) to
Lord Peruvudaiyar, followed by the mesmerising
perundeepa vazhipaadu, where lamps are waved
in reverence, and the swami purappadu, a
procession that carries the deity through the
temple. Devotees from all over the region gather
to partake in the two-day festivities, which
feature cultural performances such as classical
dance and hymn singing by odhuvars. Bevond
Thanjavur, the celebrations stretch to Udaivalur
near Kumbakonam, where Raja Raja Chola’s
mortal remains are believed 10 be interred.

Brihadeeswarar Temple is also a trove of Tamil
Inscriptions, skillfully engraved on stone, The
inscriptions detail the temple's construction,
daily rituals, offerings, and special worship
ceremonies. This inscription, running t 107
paragraphs, i sald to describe how Raja Raja
Chola personally oversaw the temple’s planning
and construction, recorded the gifts offered by
him, his sister Kundaval, his queens, and others,
and outlined the rituals to be performed.
{Text by: Geetha Srimathi)

.
Glimpses of the past: Tam |l inscriptions seen on the temple wall, ghing d
rituals, offerings, and special ceremonies

31ls of the tempile’s construction, daily



In Supreme Court spotlight, CAQM shows
four-year statistics to argue dip in farm fires

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
put the Centre for Air Qual-
ity Management (CAQM) in
the dock to respond, on
November 25, to allega-
tions that it hid informa-
tion that stubble-burning
farmers knew about the
timings of satellites tasked
to spot fires, but the statu-
tory body argues that its in-
terventions reduced crop
burning in Punjab by 71%
and 44% in Haryana over
the past four years.

The CAQM has strongly
objected to petitioners’
push in court to have a bo-
dy of retired judges super-
vise the drive against crop
burning. In its latest affida-
vit in the top court, the
CAQM said at the time of its
inception in 2021 through
the Commission for Air

Stubble trouble: Farmers burn stubble on a rice field amid the

ongoing air pollution at Mansa in Punjab. REUTERS

Quality Management in Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR)
and Adjoining Areas Act,
the incidents of stubble
burning in Punjab num-
bered 70,856 and 6,464 in
Haryana, respectively.
There has been a steady
decline in the following
years. In 2022, 2023 and
till November 19, 2024, the
stubble burning incidents
in Punjab were 49,283,
35,093 and 10,104, respec-

tively. Similarly, it was
3,491, 2,123 and 1,183 in Ha-
ryana from 2022 to 2024,

Facing criticism in court
that it had gone soft on vio-
lators, CAQM said it has in-
spected 9,304 fields in
Punjab and 1,153 in Harya-
na as on November 19.

It said the cumulative
number of cases in which
environmental compensa-
tion has been imposed
were 4,915 and 545 in Pun-

jab and Haryana, respec-
tively. The CAQM affidavit
informed that 31,13,67,500
and %12,52,500 was real-
ised as environmental
compensation from the
two respective States till
November 19.

The statutory body said
it was not enforcing a
“toothless” law, and had
registered 5,038 FIRs in
Punjab and 574 FIRs in Ha-
ryana under Section 223
(disobeying the order of a
public servant) of the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Further, 111 officials in both
Punjab and Haryana have
been prosecuted under
Section 14 of the 2021 Act
for acting in contravention
of its provisions.

Additional  Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for CAQM, said
it was “trying to develop a
protocol for burnt area as-

sessment” to capture the
exact number of farm fires
from the blackened fields,
“CAQM has written to
the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) to de-
velop a burnt area proto-
col... In fact, it has been de-
veloped and is under test,”
Ms. Bhati had informed the
top court on November 22.

“Unforeseen situations’
Interestingly, while the
CAQM agreed with the
court that Graded Res-
ponse Action Plan-3 and -4
restrictions ought to be put
in place in advance well be-
fore the air quality gets
worse, it argued that the
court must also take into
consideration certain “un-
foreseen” situations be-
cause of which the enforce-
ment of these “disruptive”
restrictions may get de-
layed a bit.



MAHARASHTRA

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

n an unprecedented
l electoral sweep which

Maharashtra has not
seen since the 1980s, the
ruling Mahayuti won 234 of
the 288 seats in the Assemb-
ly election, with the BJP
emerging as the single lar-
gest party, winning 132 seats
on its own.

The Mahayuti is slated to
form the government within
the next three days, with the
MLAs-elect being asked to

gather in Mumbai
immediately.
Senior BJP leader and Un-

ion Minister Rajnath Singh
is likely to be in Mumbai on
Sunday as the central obser-
ver of the party, a role he
had played after the 2014
State election as well.

The Opposition Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi was routed and
won just 50 seats. The Mah-
arashra Assembly is not like-
ly to have a Leader of the
Opposition this time, as
none of the three MVA par-
ties have been able to win
even 10% of the total seats.
The Shiv Sena (Uddhav Ba-
lasaheb Thackeray) won the
highest number of seats
(20), followed by the Con-
gress with 16, and the Na-
tionalist Congress Party
(Sharad Pawar) with 10
seats, all below the 29 seats
mandated for the LoP posi-
tion, as per legislative rules.

Huge win in a big State

The Mahayuti alliance has secured a majority by
winning 234 out of 288 seats, while the Maha Vikas

Aghadi (MVA) won 50 seats
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Mahayuti: BJP: 132 (26.8%), SHS:
57 (12.4%), NCP: 41 (99%), JSS: 2
(0.6%), Rashtriya Yuva Swabhiman
Party: 1(0.3%), RSVA: 1 (0.2%)

In bloom: BJP women workers hold lotuses
while celebrating NDA’s win in Nagpur. PTI

L ...ﬂ' @ . L]
Others: 2 L Independents: 2

MVA: SS{UBT): 20 (10%), INC: 16
(12.4%), NCP(SP): 10 (10%), SP: 2

VOTE SHARE (%)

Others: 8.3

(0.4%), PWP: 1 (0.8%), CPI(M): 1 (0.3%) M Independents: 7.2

The current Assembly’s
term ends on November 26.
Outgoing Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde’s Shiv Sena
MLAs held a preliminary
meeting in Mumbai on Sa-
turday evening, giving their
chief the right to take all de-
cisions on government for-
mation on the party’s be-
half. Their final legislative
meeting will be held on Sun-
day after all their MLAs-
elect reach Mumbai.

No decision on CM yet
“The leaders of all the three
[Mahayuti] parties will take
a call on the Chief Minister’s
position. No decision has
been taken as yet,” a senior
BJP leader said. However,
BJP sources indicated that
the party will not easily give
up its stake for the CM posi-
tion this time.

Several Congress stal-
warts including former

Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan, eight-term MLA Ba-
lasaheb Thorat, and Yasho-
mati Thakur were defeated
in this election.

The Pawar family battle
for the Baramati seat was
decisively won by National-
ist Congress Party chief Ajit
Pawar with a lead of over
one lakh votes against his
nephew Yugendra Pawar.

The Opposition has
raised questions about the
results, with Mr. Uddhav,
Ramesh Chennithala and
Sanjay Raut terming the re-
sults ‘unbelievable’.

While the MVA’s dismal
performance shocked its
supporters, Congress State
president Nana Patole won
by a narrow margin, the
Congress claimed, although
the Election Commission
website has not yet been up-
dated about this. NCP SP
leader and Sharad Pawar’s
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grandnephew Rohit Pawar
won his seat, while Shiv Se-
na UBT leader Aaditya
Thackeray successfully re-
tained the Worli constituen-
cy in Mumbai, though with
a narrower margin, as com-
pared to 2019.

Mahayuti leaders credit-
ed their success to the Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojana, out-
reach efforts towards small-
er communities, internal
coordination, higher wo-
men voters’ percentage,
and the RSS factor.

The BJP’s strike rate is un-
precedented in Maharash-
tra since the 1980s. It con-
tested 148 seats and won 132
of them, thereby giving it a
strike rate of 89%. Among
its alliance partners, the
Shiv Sena won 56 seats,
while the NCP won 41 seats.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGES 4 &5



JHARKHAND

Amit Bhelari
RANCHI

he Jharkhand Mukti
T Morcha-led INDIA

bloc on Saturday re-
turned to power in Jhark-
hand for the second consec-
utive time, winning 56 of
the 81 Assembly seats in the
State.

JMM leader and Chief Mi-
nister Hemant Soren
thanked people for the
spectacular performance of
the ruling coalition. “I as-
sure the people of Jhark-
hand that in the coming
days, I will not let your trust
down. The people of Jhark-
hand have proved the very
essence of democracy is un-
ity in diversity, brotherhood
and harmony,” he said.

The JMM won 34 seats,
the Congress 16, the RJD
four, and the CPI(ML) Liber-
ation two seats. This is also
the JMM’s best electoral per-
formance in the State.

In the NDA, the BJP won
21 seats, and its alliance
partners, the All Jharkhand
Students Union, the Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas),
and the Janata Dal(l)
bagged one seat each.

Mr. Soren won the Bar-
hait Assembly seat by de-
feating the BJP’s Gamilyel
Hembrom. His wife, Kalpa-
na Soren, won the Gandey
seat by defeating the BJP’s
Muniya Devi. The promi-
nent faces who won include

INDIA emerges as victor

The JMM-led INDIA bloc has
bagged wins in 56 out of 81
constituencies, with the NDA
securing 24 seats
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Others: 1
VOTE SHARE (%)
NDA: 38.1
Others: 17.6

R d
Poll power: Congress supporters
in Ranchi celebrate INDIA bloc’s
win in the Assembly election ANI

INDIA bloc: JMM: 34 (23.4%), INC: 16
(15.6%), RJD: 4 (3.4%), CPI(ML){L): 2 (1.9%)

NDA: BJP: 21 (33.2%), AJSUP: 1 (3.5%),
JD(U): 1 (0.8%), LJP(RV): 1 (0.6%)

Nishat Alam, wife of jailed
Congress leader Alamgir
Alam, from Pakur; Mr. So-
ren’s younger brother Ba-
sant Soren, from Dumka;
BJP State president Babulal
Marandi, from Dhanwar;
Jharkhand Assembly Speak-
er Rabindra Nath Mahto,
from Nala; Champai Soren,
from Saraikela; and Babulal
Marandi, from Dhanwar.

A new political party, the
Jharkhand Loktantrik Kran-
tikari Morcha, led by Jairam
Tiger Mahto, won one seat.

The rhetoric of “infiltra-
tion by Bangladeshis”, cor-
ruption, and demographic
changes in the Santal Parga-
na region appears to have
backfired for the BJP, with
none of these issues bring-
ing it favour. The result is a
humiliating defeat for the
BJP as its top leaders, in-
cluding Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, campaigned
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in the State.

Mr. Soren’s impactful
Maiya Samman Yojana, a
cash transfer scheme of
1,000 per month, four in-
stalments of which were
provided before the elec-
tion, drew women voters to
the INDIA bloc. Before the
election, Mr. Soren was ar-
rested by the Enforcement
Directorate in an alleged
money laundering case.

Tribals and Muslims,
considered the JMM'’s big-
gest vote banks, supported
the INDIA bloc, leading to
the JMM’s highest vote
share of nearly 24%.

Throughout the election
campaign, the BJP focused
on “Bangladeshi infiltra-
tion” and land-grabbing af-
ter marriage to tribal girls.
On the other hand, the JMM
constantly maintained the
BJP was dividing people on
the lines of religion.



Finance deadlock pushes COP29 to the brink

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Despite running into over-
time, very little headway
had been achieved at the
UN climate summit in Baku
late on Saturday in terms of
bringing developed and
developing countries any
closer to agreeing to a new
global f0nancial target,
called the New Collective
Quantitative Goal (NCQG),
for a moonshot at prevent-
ing a runaway rise in global
temperatures. The COP29
conference was scheduled
to end on Friday.
Negotiators who had
been up since Friday were
expecting another sleep-
less night on Saturday, one
of them told The Hindu, af-
ter the latest attempt by
hosts Azerbaijan failed to
bridge the gap between
blocs of developing and de-
veloped countries. In fact,
matters were so fractious
that members of the Least
Developed Countries

(LDC) bloe and the Alliance
of Small Island States (AD-
515) said they would walk
out of negotiations.

“We have temporarily
walked out but remain in-
terested in the talks until
we get a fair deal,” said
Evan Njewa of Malawi, the
LDC chair, in a post on X.

‘Nickels and dimes’
The newest version of a
draft text that is being de-
liberated upon raised the
NCQG goal to $300 billion
a year, to be given to deve-
loping countries by 2035,
This was a hike from the
$250 billion promised as
on Friday night, after a
massive outcry by most of
the countries and civil so-
ciety groups on the
ground. These numbers
are still substantially lower,
they say, than the $1.3 tril-
lion expected from deve-
loped countries.

“This is going the wrong
way. Collecting nickels and
dimes. They [developed

Stuck in limbe: Activists protesting a draft of a proposed deal for
curbing climate change at the COP29 on Friday. ap

countries] should have first
raised %1 trillion in addi-
tional resources at the
G-20, come prepared and
then funded climate clean-
ly. Now, there is no chance.
Better to call it off,” Dipak
Dasgupta, a Distinguished
Fellow at The Energy Re-
sources Institute (Teri),
said in a statement.

Some analysts, howev-
er, suggest that there has
been some progress over
the last 24 hours, with a
stated commitment to “tri-

ple finance flows” through
specialised funds called
the Adaptation Fund, the
Special Climate Fund, and
the LDC fund. “On the
whole, a positive step for-
ward for international cli-
mate finance — but the key
lies in implementation of
the stated intentions,” said
Dhruba Purkayastha, di-
rector of the Council on
Energy, Environment and
Water.

He added that, while
still not explicit, the plan

seems to be that the deve-
loped world would use bi-
lateral and multilateral in-
stitutions to channel $300
billion and use that to mo-
bilise the required $1.3 tril-
lion. Other glimmers of op-
timism appear in
paragraphs that aim to in-
crease ‘grant financing’
and periodic reviews of
whether those eligible for
finance have the required
access.

The negotiator referred
to earlier said that count-
ing money from multi-lat-
eral financing institutions
was a deal breaker as that
did not reflect funds over
and above what was any-
way going to be provi-
sioned for climate-based
adaptation.

“It is an attempt at hea-
dline management, rather
than a desire to effect mea-
ningful change,” the nego-
tiator said.
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