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Sindhu, Lakshya end title drought;
Treesa-Gayatri duo creates history

BADMINTON

Uthra Ganesan
LUCKNCWW

The title drought for Indian
shuttlers this year fnally
ended with the home fa-
vourites winning three of
the five on offer on the final
dlay of the Syed Modi India
International Super 300
tournament  here  on
Sunday.

While PV, Sindhu beat
China’s Luo Yu Wu 21-14,
2116 to joln compatriot Sat-
nd Mehwal as a three-time
winmer at the Babu Banara-
s Das Academy courts,
Lakshya Sen won his mai-
den fitle in the event with a
facile 21-6, 2107 win against
Singapore's Jia Heng Jason
Teh

But the stars of the day
were undoubtedly Treesa
Jolly  and Gaytri Gopi-
chand, becoming the first
ever Indian women's pair
to win the title here since
its incepticn in 2009, de-
feating Li Jing Bao and Li
Qlian 218, 21-11.

It's been a disappointing
vear for Indian badminton
with Chirag Shetty/Satwil-
satraj Rankireddy being
the only ones to win anyth-
ing in 2024 before this.
Sunday, therefore, was
perhaps the best thing to
happen to the sport ahead
of 2025. But when the first
two events on Sunday —
the mixed and men’s dou-
bles — went against the In-
dian pairs in hour-long

matihes, it looked
OITnous.
That was before Treesa-

Glittering show: Sindhu and Lakshya eased past their opponents

for the singles crowns. SANDEER SAXENA

Gayatri came on. A tense
first game saw the pairs ex-
changing lead every few
points and it could have
gone either way before the
Inclians kept their nerve to
pull off a 21-18 win.

It was very different in
Game 2 as they capitalised
on the opponents’ errors,
displayed excellent attack-
ing and defensive skills and
kept widening the lead to
wrap up in quick time. Up
next for the two 2l-year
olds will be the World Fi-
nals, the only Indians at
the yvear-end competition.

Sindhw,  having  im-
proved with every outing
here, was clearly the more
confident one on court,
And it showed in the final
analysis, The Hrst game
was easy with the former
World Champion always
ahead. Wu tried w hght
back but Sindhu, with her
drops and reach, barély
gave her space.

The second game was
more of the same and, with
Wu  visibly peming rired
with all the running
around, there was little she

could do to counter Sind-
hu's smashes and stay in
the long rallies. She did
edze ahead at 11-10 but was
unable to sustain in the
face of intense pressure.

Lakshya, meanwhile,
continued the way he has
heen all through the week,
running through oppo-
nents in a hurry.

The first game against
Teh was over in just 12 mi-
nutes, even before the
crowd could settle. It took
19 minmutes for the secand
as Lakshya, without break-
ing a sweat, made Teh a
helpless spectator.

The results (finals): Women:
By Sindhu bt Lua Yu Wa [Chn)
71-14, 21-16,

Doubles: Treesa Jolly | Gayatn
Gopichand Bt Li Hog Baa /LI
Gian {Chn) $1-18, $1-11.

Men: Lakshya Sen bt Jia Heng
Jason Teh [Sin} 21-6, 21-7.
Doubles: Di Huzng / Yang Liu
{Chn) bt Pruthvi Krishnamurthy
Roy / K. 5ai Prathesk:21-14,
15-21, 21-17.

Mixed doubles: Dechapal
Puavaranukroh / Supissara
Papwsampran (Tha) 1821, 21-14,
218,



On the freedom of religion in Bangladesh
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What India’s Al Safety Institute could do

0 Oetober, the Mimistry of

Electronics and luformation

Technolagy (Meity)

convened meetings with
Industry and experts to disouss
setting up an Al Jalfery Institute
Lusder the Indiaal Mission.
Curiously, this ceme on the heels
of Pomie Minister Karendra Medi's
vigit to the 1.5, the Cuad Leaders
Surmmit, and the Unled Natlons
Surmmit of the Future, Al
appeared high on the agenda in
the run up to the Summit of the
Fistiaee, whila bigh-level UN
wilvisory panel producing a report
om Governirg Al for Homanity,

Polieymiakers should build on
[nifia's recerit leadership an the
G20 amd the GPAL ard position it
a5 a unifying valce for the glohal
maljarity in Al governance, The
dhesigm of the Safeny [nstitute
should prioritlse raising domestic
capacity, capitalising on India’s
comparative advantages, and
plugging into internaticnal
Imlefarives.

Motably, the Summit of the
Future yielded the Global Digital
Compact that identifes
multstakelwslder collaborarion,
Inmmars-centric oversight, and
fnelosive participation nf
doveloping countrices as eszential
plllars af AT govermance ind
snfety. As o follow wp, the UN will
now conmimence a Glnbal Dialoguae
o AL It would be tmely for [ndia
i esbablish an AT Safery Tnsiote
which enpoges with the Bletchley
Process on Al Safety, If executed
correctly, India can deepen the
slobal dialogue on Al safety and
bring plobal majority perspectives
ont human centric salety o the
forefront of discussions.

Managar, Public
Poficy at The
Quantem Hob, 3
public palicy firm
based inn Delbi

Instlnutional reform

I designing the instinute, Tdia
shustilad k=arn fremm concerms
Stermming from MedtV's Al
Achvisory in March 2024, which
proposed thit there be
SETIment approvass before the
public roll-out of experimental Al
systens, Sonne asked what Kind of
Institutional capability the Indian
poveriiment had 1o suieably
daterniine the satety of nowvel Al

inrernational
Inirarives

Inlia's Al Safery
Insritute should
tap mio parallicd

deployments, Other provisions on
Lias, discrbmination, and the
one-cize-firc-all treatment of 2ll AL
dep oyments indicated thar the
sddvisory was nat based on
techimical evidence.

simiterly, ndia showld be
cautious and avoid prescriptive
regulatory controls wikch have
been proposed in the Europear
Unlon (B and China. The threat
of regulatory sanction ina rapdhy
evobving technological ecosystam
guells proactive information
shiaging beoween huslnesses,
governments, dnd the wider
ecosystem. [ mudges labs woonly
undertake the minimum steps
towards compliance, Yeteach
jurtsdiction demonstrates b
reCLIming recognition of
egtablishing specialized agencies —
for example, China's Algorifim
Kegistry and thwe EU % AL Uifice,
However, to maximise the promise
of institutional reform, India
should decoupee institution
bullding frowm regulaion making.

The: Wetchbey pricess s
underscored by the UK. Safecv
Summit in November 2023 2nd
the Sauth Korea Safety Summbt ln
May 2024, The next summit 15 set
for France and this process is
viedding an intcrnational network
of Al Safary Instines.

The LLS. and thee LK. were the
firse rwrn to set up these nstnites
and have alregdy signed an Moll
o el koowledge,
resources, dand expertise. Both
insttutions are also siging Molls
with Al labe and recelving early
access o large foundation models.
They have insralled mechanisms
o share techinical inputs with: the
Al labe before their pubtic rol
oute. These Safety Institutes
facilitare proactlve nformaton
sharing without being regulators.
They are positloned as echnical
sovernment instimtons that
leverage mubti-stleholder
comsartiums and partnerships o
assess the Tisk of Mrontier Al
indels o public safety, However,
they largely consicder A =afiry
through the Jeng of eyberseourity,
infrastrociore security, safety of
the binsphere, and other natonal

segurity threats

These salety lnstnes am to
immpreve governmsnt capacity and
mainstream the kdea of exrernal
third-party testing and risk
rtzations and assessments.
Government-led Al safery
imstitutes aim to defiver insights
wliich can iransform Al
EOVErNANCe ko an
evidence-based discipline. The
Beetchley process presents India
with am oppomunity o collabore
with governments and
stakehobders Tom across the
waorld. Shared expertize will be
esseniial {0 keep up with AT's
repid Innovation trafectories.

Charting India’s approach
India should establish an Al Salery
Instituee which mtegrates into the
Bietchley network of safery
Insrinites, For now, it should be
independent from ridemaking and
enforcement authorities and,
instead, operate exclusively as a
technical reseqrch, westing, and
standardsation sgency. It woukl
allow India's domestiz institutions
1o tap into the expertize of other
poverniments, local
multi-stakeholder communities,
and inEmational husinesses
While upscaling its Al oversiglit
capabifites, India con also use the
Bietchley metwork to mivinee the
ghohal majoriy s coneerns with
Al'zindividiesl centrie risks,

Thee inastiteste conded olwmgion
perspectives on risks refating to
bias, discrimination, social
exclusion, gendared risks, labaour
markets, data collection and
individual privacy, Consequently,
it could despen the Zobal
dialogue around harm
identification, big picture Al rishs,
mitigations, red-teaming, and
srandardisation. If done right,
Trelis may become a global
steward far forward thinking Al
povermance which embraces mumy
snikehaldors and goeveErmment
collaboration. The Al Safety
Ipstiture can demonstrate India's
scientific temper and willingness
to imploment globally compatible,
evidence-taged and proportionate
policy solufions.



India’s cities, their non-communicable disease burden
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WHAT IS IT?

Shock diamonds: supersonic heat nuggets

Sometimes when a rocket or
a jet takes off, its exhaust has
an alternating pattern of light
and dark patches (see
image). The bright patches in
this formation are called
shock diamonds, a.k.a. Mach
diamonds. Shock diamonds
are formed when an engine
releases its exhaust into the
atmosphere at a supersonic
speed.

Just as it leaves the engine,
the exhaust can be at a lower
pressure than atmospheric
pressure at the same
altitude. As the exhaust flows
out, the atmosphere
compresses it until the two
pressures are equal. It's also
possible that the exhaust
becomes over-compressed,
at which point it will expand
outward again to drop its
pressure. This seesawing
process may repeat itself
multiple times until the
exhaust pressure is close to
the atmospheric pressure.
This entire process generates
waves in the exhaust plume,
leading to the formation of
shock diamonds.

When the atmospheric
pressure bears down on the
plume, it causes exhaust
that's diverging outward to
bend inward instead, before
its pressure causes the
exhaust to bend outward

An SR-T1 Blackbird takes off from the Dryden Flight
Research Centre, California, on March 9, 1993, Shock
diamonds are visible in its exhaust, NasA

again and so on. When it flows inward, the
pressure in that portion increases, hiking the
temperature there and causing any fuel passing
through that area to burn. The combustion
creates a bright spot at that location, i.e, a
shock diamond. The bending of the exhaust
outward and inward produces shock waves that
flow through the plume, creating the shock
diamond pattern throughout.

- Vasudevan Mukunth

R

For feedback and suggestions
for 'Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’
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New HIV infections declined
44% in 2023, AIDSrelated
deaths down 79%, says Nadda

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India's sustained efforts
have ensured that the pre-
valence of HIV epidemic in
the country remained in
low levels over the years,
with new infections in
2023 almost 44% lower
than in 2010, while AIDS-
related deaths declined by
79%, Union Health Minis-
ter .. Nadda said at an
event held on Sunday to
mark World AIDS Day.

Data released by the Mi-
nistry showed that HIV
prevalence in adults conti-
nued to be high in Mizo-
ram and Nagaland, closely
followed by Manipur.
Further, its rising trend in
Punjab is a cause for con-
cern.

It continues to be high
among high-risk groups
such as women sex work-
ers, transgender people,
truckers, and migrants.

The rising trend of
prevalence in Punjab
is a cause for
concern, show data

According to the HIV
burden estimation report,
which provides updated
evidence of the prevalence
level and trend of the HIV
epidemic, Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka, and Te-
langana had an estimated
adult prevalence higher
than 0.4% (the national

prevalence stands at
0.20%).
25.44 lakh people

The report said that even
with the low prevalence,
India still had an estimated
25.44 lakh people living
with HIV in 2023. Women
aged 15-plus accounted for
44% of it, while nearly 3%
of the cases were among
children.

Speaking at a function
held in Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday, the Minister noted
that India in the past
adopted a 90-90-90 target
for combating AIDS, refer-
ring to the targets of de-
tecting 90% cases of AIDS
in the country, treating
90% of identified people
with antiretroviral therapy
(ART), and having the viral
load suppressed in 90% of
them. He said the targets
were later increased to 95-
95-95, of which now 81%
people with AIDS had been
identified, 88% were being
given ART, and the viral
load in 97% had been
suppressed.

Mr. Nadda emphasised
the importance of caution
to prevent HIV infection,
the need to adopt a healthy
lifestyle, and the signifi-
cance of raising awareness
while combating stereo-
types through various
initiatives.



Centre working on national
policy document on female
labour force participation

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Centre will soon bring
out a national policy docu-
ment on female labour
force participation with a
focus on providing an ena-

bling atmosphere like a via-
ble care economy
structure.

An inter-ministerial
team from the Ministries of
Skill Development, La-
bour, Rural Development,
and Women and Child De-
velopment is working on it,
informed sources told The
Hindu.

Care economy is the sec-
tor of economic activities
related to the provision of
care, both paid and un-
paid, for the present and
future populations. It in-
cludes direct care, such as
feeding a baby, as well as
indirect care, such as cook-
ing and cleaning, health
care, education, and other

L T i
The move comes amid a report
which said women faced a
sharp drop in their labour force
participation after marriage.

personal and domestic ser-
vices.

The move comes amid a
recent World Bank report
which said women faced a
sharp drop in their labour
force participation post-
marriage in India. Accord-
ing to the report, it is esti-
mated that in India post-
marriage, female employ-
ment rates drop by 12
percentage points, about

one-third of the female
pre-marital employment

rate, even in the absence of
children.

Core skilling package
One of the initiatives being
explored is a core skilling
package for caregivers for
children, the sources said.
The policy paper will also
look at providing child care
facilities for women in the
informal sector such as for
workers under the Nation-
al Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme.

The Ministry of Women
and Child Development al-
ready runs the ‘Palna’
scheme, or the National
Programme on Anganwa-
di-cum-Créche, which pro-
vides day-care facilities for
children of working pa-
rents. A total of LOOO An-
ganwadi creches have
been made operational till
now as part of this scheme,
the sources said.



PM flags cyberfrauds,
port security at
annual police meet

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has expressed con-
cern over the potential
threats generated on ac-
count of digital frauds, cy-
bercrimes, and Al technol-
ogy at a conference of top
police officers in the
country.

Mr. Modi, along with
Home Minister Amit Shah,
attended the 59th All India
Conference of Directors-
General of Police and In-
spectors-General of Police
at Bhubaneswar on Satur-
day and Sunday.

The Prime Minister
fagged the issues, particu-
larly the potential of deep-
fakes to disrupt social and
familial relations.

He also highlighted the
need to expand the focus
on port security, and pre-
paring a plan of action for
it.

Appreciating the initia-
tives taken in urban polic-
ing, he suggested that each
of the initiatives be collated
and implemented entirely
in 100 cities of the country,
a government statement
said.

Mr. Modi called for the
use of technology 1o re-
duce the workload of the
constabulary, and suggest-
ed that the police station
be made the focal point for
resource allocation.

Recalling the unparal-

Marendra Modi

leled contribution of Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel to
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA), the Prime Mi-
nister exhorted the entire
security establishment
from the level of the MHA
to the level of the police
station — to pay homage on
Patel's 150th birth anniver-
sary next year, by resolving
to set and achieve a goal on
any aspect that would im-
prove the police’s image,
professionalism, and
capabilities.

During the conference,
in-depth discussions were
held on existing and
emerging challenges, in-
cluding counter-terrorism,
left-wing extremism, cy-
bercrime, economic secur-
ity, coastal security, and
narco-trafficking. Delibera-
tions were also held on
emerging security con-
cerns along the horder
with  Bangladesh and
Myanmar, trends in urban
policing, and strategies for
countering malicious
narratives,



Festival rush missing, vet
net GST revenues up 11.1%

Net revenues, after factoring in refunds, hit 2163010 cr in November, with domestic transactions

vielding 12.5% higher taxes than a vear ago, while revenues rom imports were up by 56%

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

rowth In  gross

Crovoeds and Services

Tax (GST) revenues
slowed to #.5% in Novem-
her from 8.9% in October,
with the indirect tax re-
ceipis easing to a little over
1182 lakh crore from £1.87
lakh crore in the previous
mantlh.

Prior to refunds, collec-
tiens from domestic tran-
sactions were 9.4% higher
and those from impores
were up 5.9%. It must be
noted that November's tax
receiprs typically pertain
fo transactions undertaken
in Cetober when the festiv-
als of Deepavali and Dasara
were celebraned,

Pointing to the month-
an-month decline in GST
collections, despite the fes-
tve season boost, EY India
tax partner Saurabh Agar-
wal said he expects tax re-
ceipts to slow down in the
next four months of the -
nancial year, “The global
geopolitical scenario and
potential consumer spend-
ing cuts could further exa-
cerbate  short-term  eco-
nomic growth,” le said.

MNet GST revenues, after
factoring in refunds to tax-
payers, increased at a fas-
ter pace of 1L1% to hit

No festive spurt

AL 3T 82,269 crove, Gross GST revenues
in November — based on transactions
dipped from the previous
rnenth, with growlh slowing to 8.5%

in October
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1,63,000 crore, with dom-
estic transactions yvielding
12.5% higher taxes than a
year ago, while revenues
from imports were up
5.6%. Net revenues had ri-
sen 7.9% in October o a
tad above T1.68 lakh crore.

Marginal improvement
Muel of the gap between
the slower growth in gross
receipts and the higher up:
tick in net revenues can be
attributed o a sharp 19.6%
fall in refunds for domestic
transactions which stood
at just WO, crore in No-
vermnber. Kefunds related to
exports grew 6.8%,

In October, refunds to
domestic taxpayers had -
sen 42.8%, while export-re-
lated refunds had contract-

ed 2%. In July this year,
GAT refunds had also con
tracted by over 19%,

Owerall, the Arst eight
months of the fnancial
year have now recorded a
9.2% growth in net GST re-
verues that stand ar almaost
F12.91 lakh crore. While
this marks o marginal im-
provement over the cumu-
lative pace of 9% till Octob-
er, it is still markedly
slower than the growth of
about 1% penned in w the
Centre's Budget 2024-25
arithmetic.

While gross domestic re-
venues were up 9.4%, as
many as 15 major States re-
corded slower growth,
with seven af them report-
inga contraction in tax col-
lections owver last Novem-

ber. Just like in October,
Arunachal Pradesh record-
ed the sharpest contrac-
tion of 23% last month. Na-
galand and strife-ridden
Manipur also saw a reve-
nue shrinkage again, with
receipts dipping 22% and
4%, respectively.

Andhra Pradesh record-
ed a 10% decline in reve-
nues, while Chhattisgarh’s
revenues contracted 1% for
the second straight month.
Revenues also dipped 1% in
Rajasthan. For eight major
States, the growth was te-
pid despite the festive sea-
son - including Haryans
(2%, Telangana and Tun-
jab (3% each), Madhya Pra-
desh and Uttar Pradesh
(3% each), West Bengal
(6%, and Tamil Nadu (8%).

Sikkim led the pack of
high growth States with a
52% surge in revenues, fol-
lowed by the Union Terti-
tory of J&K (25%), Delhi
and Tripura (up 18% each),
and Maharashtra (177).

M5 Mani, partner at
Deloitie Indi, termed the
slower growth In some
large States and the con-
tractions in States like Ra-
jasthan, Andhra Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh “an area
of concern™ as they have a
significant manufacturing
presence and considerable
ecnnomic impact.



CAQM vet to submit data on increase
in stubble ‘burnt area’ to top court

Nikhil M. Babu
NEW DELHI

Diespite a Supreme Court
directive, the Commission
for Air Quality Manage-
ment in NCR and Adjoining
Areas (CAQM) is yet to sub-
mit data to the top court on
the increase in paddy stub-
Ble “burmt area’ in Punjab
and Haryana in 2023, ac-
cording to sources and the
CAQM's recent affidavit,

The CAQM has also
failed to provide the Wi
nutes of the Meeting
MoM)' of a committee
formed by i,  which
showed that the commis
ston had  information
about  the increase in
‘Burnt area”and that sever-
al farmers were burning
stubble after  satellites
passed over the area to
avoid detection.

The data is critical in un-
derstanding the extem of
stubble burning as the
number of incidents has
dipped significantly in
both States this vear, ac-
cording 1o data by the In-
dian Agricultiral Research
Tistitute (TARID) on Saturday
at the end of this vear's
paddy harvest season. The
CAQM also uses IART data.

Experts emphasise that
considering both stubble
burning  intidents and
stubhle ‘burnt area’ is es-

Burning issued According to data from the Punjab pavernment and the Centre, the "hurnt arsa® of
paddy fieldsin Puniaband Haryana increased in 2023 campared with previous vears, REUTESS

senfial o grasp the actual
magnitude of the problem.

On MNovember 22, a
Bench of Justiees A5, Oka
and Augustine George Ma-
sih ol the Supreme Court
took note of a report in The
Hindu that stated that the
CAQM  had  information
that the ‘burnt area’ of
paddy fields in Punjab and
Haryana increased, but the
comumission did not intorm
this to the apex court.

The Bench then direct-
ed the CAQM to submit the
data on increase in ‘burnt
dareg” and the Mo cited in
the article to the court by
November 25 and also give
clarifications.

‘Important concept’

Justice Dka said other than
mumber of fires, total burnt
areq is g “very important”

concept. He stressed the
nesd o create a mechan-
ism to provide accurate da-
ta on farm fires and not o
wait till October next vear,

However, the CAQM did
not submit the data and
the MoM in the affidavit
that it filed Later.

The CAQM did not offi-
cially respond to queries,
but a CAQM source said the
court asking to submit the
data and MoM was an oral
observation of the court
and not part of the order,

“The committee formed
by the CAQM., which is
headed by ISRO, is deve
loping a protocol for paddy
burnt ared as there is no
standard protocol now and
different governments and
agencies are using diffe-
rent protocols,” the source
said.

“Burnt area by itself will
not be an accurate repre-
sentation as many farmers
now do partial burning of
the stubble, but it will still
be recorded as a complete-
Iy burnt area in satellite
measurements,” the
source added.

Anumita Rovehowdhu
ry, executive director,
Centre for Science and En-
vironment, stressed the
importance of considering
both bumt area and num-
ber of farm fres, “If we are
considering only the num-
ber of stubble burning inci-
dents, then big and small
fires will be shown as the
same. Bot the impact and
emissions from a big hire
will be more. 50, we have
to consider both o under-
stund the magnitude of the
problem,” she said.



Bangladesh upheaval has not led to
a spike in border interceptions: data

Vifaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The recent major political
changes in Bangladesh
have not led to a significant
increase in the number of
undocumented people in-
tercepted on the border
while entering or leaving
India, Union government
data show.

Between  August 5,
when then Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina fled to India, and No-
vember 27, 1,393 people
frem Bangladesh were ap-
prehended along the Inter-
national Border. From Ja-
nuary 1 to August 4, the
number was 1,144, the data
accessed by The Hindu
show, In all, 3,907 undocu-
mented people have been
intercepted so far this year,
which includes Indians
and people of other nation-
alities, Tn 2023, 5,095 were
Intercepted, including
3,137 Bangladeshis,

B.D rder' No major rise in number of undocumented
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Other  than
mented Bangladeshis, the
Border Security Force in-
tercepted 873 Indians en-
tering Bangladesh without
documents from January 1
0 ALEUST 4.

The number of Indians
who wanted o cross (o
Bangladesh from August 5
to November 27 stood at
388, This year, 109 people
from other nationalities,

including  of Myanmar,
were stopped at the bor-
der, In 2018, 2019, 2020,
201, and 2022, the num-
ber of Bangladesliis inter-
cepted was 2,995, 2480,
3,295, 2451, and 23,074,

respectively.
The BSF,  deploved
along the 4,096-km border

with Bangladesh, has been
on 3 heightened vigllance
since Augnst, with instrue-

tions from the Union
Home Ministry “to not al-
low anyone into the coun-
try withour wvalid docu-
ments",

On alert
After the recent arrest in
Dhaka of Chinmey Krishna
Das, spokesperson of the
Bangladesh Sammilito Sa-
natani Jagaran Jote, an wm-
brella group of minarity re-
ligious communities, in an
alleged case of sedition,
the BSF has tightened its vi-
gil along the border,
“There could be in-
stances when members of
the minority community
may want o enter India
fearing for their safety, bui
till now, no such scenario
has emerged. There were a
few reports from Dinajpur
in north Bengal but no
mass movement of people
is noticed so far. We stop
unauthorised entry of all
people,” a senlor BSF ofh-
cial said.



Plastic treaty negotiations fail with
countries split over production cuts

lacoh Koshy

KEW DELHI

Delegates from nearly 170
countries whe gathered in
Busan, South Korea, failed
o agres on a framework
agreement o eliminate
plastic polludon, despite a
week of nepotiatinns,

While this was the fifth
and officially final round of
talks of the Intergovern-
mental Negotiations Com-
mittee that began in 2022,
ultimately the chasm bet-
ween the blocs of coun-
fries — those that saw cul:
ting plastic production as
necessary o eliminate
plastic waste and those
that didn't - proved too
wide to overcome, Coun
tries, however, have decid-
ed o resume negotiations,
likely sometime next year,
under the tentative banner
of INC-5.2.

As of Sunday evening,
the dassembly of countries
In the final plenary ex-
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Melegates pose for a group phato at the end of a member state

press briefing during the fifth meeting of the INC in Busan. are

pressed disappointment as
well their reservations on
several pdragraphs in a
text, which was synthe-
sised by the Chair of the
proceedings, Luis Vayas
Valdivieso, following nego-
tiations by countries in an
artempt o cobble an agree-
ment.

“We share the unhappi-
ness we teel in this room
with the limited amount of

progress that we were able
tor make,” said Hugo Schal-
Iy, who spoke on behalf of
the Furapean Union at the
closing plenary,

At the other end, other
delegates saw proceedings
s  frying  to reach
“Beyond” addressing plas-
tic pollution. “Everyone is
bringing their own lenses
and turning it into a pre-
text for trade restrictions,

economic  agendas, and
comitiercial competition
disguised as environmen-
tal action,” said Salman Al-

Ajmi who  spoke  for
Kuwait,
Along-standing sticking

point; and vehemently op-
posed by countries such as
Saudi Arabia whose econo-
mies are centred on petro-
chemicals and the produc-
tion of plastic polymers,
wis the push to have coun-
tries sel fargets to cut vir-
gin plastic polvmer pro-
duction. This position was
also unacceptable to India.

“Inclia  would like to
state its inability to support
any measures to regulate
the production of primary
plaste polymers as it has
larger implications in res-
pect of the right to deve-
lopment  of Member
States,” said Indian delega-
tion leader Naresh Pal
Gangwar of the Enviren-
ment Ministry, at the

plenary



