DIA, DEOGHAR IAS ACADEMY

Daily News Feed

D.N.F
01.01.2025

Sabaijor Complex, Near Jamunajor Pul, Castair Town
Deoghar, Mob:-9162500508

Team DIA Wishes you a very prosperous and successful HAPPY NEW YEAR



Between 1981 and 2010, the number of category five
cyclones on the Saffir-Simpson scale rose 40%. REUTERS

Intensity of cyclones
has gone up in past
four decades: data

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

The number of tropical cyclones each year has
not risen over the past four decades but their in-
tensity has, according to an analysis of interna-
tional databases that confirms the projections of
climatologists.

Since 1980 there have been an annual average
of 47 tropical cyclones — also called hurricanes
and typhoons — according to the database agen-
cies recognised by the World Meteorological Or-
ganization (WMO) and coordinated by the U.S.
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA).

While that annual frequency has remained re-
latively constant, the intensity of the cyclones has
increased between the 30 years from 1981 to 2010
and the last decade. Their average maximum
wind speed has increased to 192 from 182 kilo-
metres per hour — a five per cent increase. Bet-
ween 1981 and 2010, around one in 10 tropical cy-
clones surpassed 250 kph, but that figure has
increased to 1.4 in 10 in the last decade. That is a
40% increase in the number of the most devastat-
ing, category five cyclones on the Saffir-Simpson
scale.

These figures support the conclusions of the
UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) which show that climate change is expect-
ed to increase the number of category four and
five cyclones. “If one can assume climate change
is responsible for these trends, make no mistake,
the humanitarian catastrophes generated by cy-
clones are largely due to poverty, vulnerability
and a lack of protection for the affected popula-
tions,” Robert Vautard, a climatologist and top
IPCC official, said.



Indian start-ups look for promising new year

Press Trust of India
MNEW DELHI

The Indian start-up ecosys-
tem experienced a roller-
coaster ride in 2024, cha-
racterised by a
slight-vet-concerning  de-
cline in funding activity
and a shift in investor senti-
ment, alongside a silver lin-
ing with several startups
achieving unicorn status.

Despite facing global
economic challenges, In-
dia's start-ups showcased
remarkable resilience,
adeptly navigating chang-
ing market conditions,
while continuing to attract
investments,

According to data from
Tracxn, Indian start-ups
raised a total of $30.4 bil-
lion throughout 2024, a
6.5% dip from the $32.5 bil-
lion secured in 2023,

Despite this dip, the In-

Caution is key: While the number of deals saw a quarterly rise of
10-20%%, deal values shid significantly, says Arora, GETTY IMAGES/STOCK

dian start-up ecosystem
demonstrated resilience,
with several companies
achieving unicorn status
this year. Noteworthy en-
trants to the unicorn club
include Rapido, Ather, Per-
fios, Porter and Money
View, highlighting ongoing
innovation and investment
interest in the sector.

The overall funding

trend reflects a cautious-
yet-optimistic  approach
from investors, as they na-
vigate a more selective
funding environment,
while still recognising the
potential of high-growth
start-ups in India.

A slight shift towards
early-stage  investments
was evident during the
year, with seed and Series

A rounds gaining traction,
as investors sought to back
innovative ideas with long-
term potential.

Businesses that could
demonstrate robust under-
lying unit economics found
greater favour this year,
Dushyant Singh, managing
partner at Playbook Partn-
ers, noted,

Gig enterprises
Gig econowy, retail, and
enterprise  applications
stood out as top-perform-
ing sectors, Traxcn said.

Quick commerce
emerged as a high-growth
sector, with 40 active com-
panies, including unicorns
Zepto, Blinkit, and Swiggy
Instamart, and promising
newcomers Dunzo, Swish,
and Farmako.

In July, the government
announced the abolish-
ment of the angel tax on in-

vestments in start-ups to
provide a more conducive
environment for growth,

Need boost

“By eliminating this tax,
the government has pro-
vided a much-needed
hoost to investors and en-
Lrepreneurs, enabling
greater liquidity and more
flexible funding options for
start-ups. However, fewer
funding rounds, high oper-
ational costs, and infras-
tructure challenges remain
ongoing factors that need
attention,” said Jeenendra
Bhandari, chairman, JITO
Incubation and Innovation
Foundation (JIIF).

There was an encourag-
ing rise in women entre-
preneurs  and  founders
from Tier 2 and 3 towns.
Ninad Karpe from 100X.VC
said the entrepreneurial
culture has transcended its

traditional boundaries.

Despite the positive
trends, challenges persist.

Global economic uncer-
tainties have a direct im-
pact on investor sentiment
and funding availability.

“While the number of
deals saw a quarterly rise
of 10-20%, deal values slid
significantly. This reflects a
cautious investment cli-
mate, with most funding
rounds being either follow-
ons by existing investors or
bridge rounds aimed at ex-
tending the runway rather
than driving growth. The
focus has shifted from val-
uation-driven funding to
sustainability and profita-
bility,” FAAD Capital CEO
Aditya Arora said.

Growth in venture capi-
tal growth was mainly dri-
ven by a rise in mid and
late-stage investment, Mr.

Singh seconded.



The Tricolour at the Hyderabad House in Delhi, suskiL KUMAR VERM,

India must protect and preserve its
hard-won freedoms

The Tricolour must remind us of the compaosite culture which makes us a great democracy. We must resolve to never let our freedoms be robbed by

authoritarian arrogance or allow fomented hatred  undermine the unity of the Indian people. That is the best tribute we can pay o our flag

Manmohan Singh

Farmer Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
passed away at the age of 92 on December
26, In this article, dated August 15, 2022,
Mr. Singh warns Indian citizens to hold as
precious the unity, freedom and diversity
which makes India a truly unique
democracy.

he world's largest democracy is

soon to become the most

populous country on earth.

Therefore, the celebration of 75
vears of Independence brings a special
responsibility to set global standards in
the protection and the promotion of
individual and collective freedoms. While
every Indian will proudly salute the flag as
it flies high, the Tricolour must also
remind us of the composite culture which
makes us a uniquely great democracy in
the world. On this historic occasion, we
must resolve to never let our freedoms be
robbed by authoritarian arrogance or
allow fomented hatred to undermine the
unity of the Indian people. That is the
best tribute we can pay to our flag.

A unity that is precious

India emerged from the chokehold of
colonial rule to build a nation from a wide
scatter of Britsh-ruled territories and
princely States. This unity did not
magically materialise overnight. It was the
freedom struggle, inspired by Mahatma
Gandhi and led hy the Indian National
Congress, which united Indians across the
land to seek an end to foreign rule. This
movement united Indians across multiple
identities of language, religion, caste,
gender and social status. That unity is
precious to India and should not be
frittered away through communally
divisive, linguistically chauvinist, callously
casteist and gender insensitive campaigns
that will fragment the Indian identity.
Such ploys may pay temporary political
dividends, by setting Indians against
Indians, but they will create craters on

India’s path to progress as a great nation.

We were robbed of our riches by
colonial rule and began our life after
Independence as a poor developing
country. We rose from that level to
become one of the world’s leading
econonies, whose growth is essential to
the stability of the global economy. The
policy of economic liberalisation, initiated
in 1991, had a galvanising effect on our
economic growth. At the same time,
poverty reduction and the bridging of
economic inequalities became a cardinal
principle of public policy. As we pursue
the path of inclusive economic growth,
we should not permit only a select few
among India’s business leaders to reap
the henefits of prosperity while income
gaps keep widening.

Flag divisive politics

Jobless growth is not a safe bet for any
econony. Unemplovment not only does
not permit the optimal use of our human
resources but also creates the breeding
ground for social discord and divisive
politics. As we move ahead towards the
next 25 yvears of independent India, we
must aim to optimally utilise the
demographic dividend of a young
population through education, skilling,
suitable employment and support to
VOUnNg entrey andi This
requires easy mobility across the country
for education and employment.
Communal and linguistic barriers will
hinder such mohility and adversely
impact growth. Captains of Indian
industry must recognise this danger and
raise their voice for national unity, not
remain mute spectators when divisive
paolitics are posing a threat to the
economy.

Uphold scientific tradition

India adopted excellence in science as a
path to progress since the early vears of
Independence. The national science
policy was forward looking. Great
institutions of scientific learning and

research were established. India’s various
institutes of technology have won world
renown, with many of their graduates
leading global enterprises of repute. Our
space, oceanography and nuclear
programmes have placed us in a select
group of nations whose scientific prowess
and technological excellence are
respectfully acknowledged by the whole
world. [t would be unfortunate if our
scientific institutions, universities and
research bodies are undermined through
the induction of sub-optimal leadership,
whose given mandate is to pursue cultural
revivalism at the cost of academic
integrity. India has had a proud scientific
tradition since ancient times, but that
should not become the camouflage for
pseudo-science that brings discredit o
our scientific community.

In the comity of nations, India won
respect for adopting principled positions,
opposing colonial rule, leading the
Non-Aligned Movement when two power
bloes were seeking global domination,
espousing human rights and promoting
the cause of peace. Our relations with
most of our neighbours were cordial.
Even when we had conflicts with some,
we tried to build bridges of understanding
to enahle peaceful co-existence. We need
to maintain these positions, even as the
world witnesses new conflicts and
alliances. It is essential for us to he
regarded as a reliable and respected
friend in most countries of the world, but
especially in South Asia. We should not let
our foreign policy wobble through
dependence on personalised gestures for
the camera but follow clear-headed
initiatives through wise leadership
supported by able diplomats.

Well-being of the young

India must focus on enhancing the health,
education and skilling of young persons.
The recent National Family Health Survey
(NFHS-5) reminds us that stunting,
under-nourishment and anaemia
continue to afflict a large percentage of

our children and women in the
reproductive age group. We need to
ensure that the nutrition-specific
programmes deliver, even as we advance
nutrition-sensitive policies in other
sectors, especially water and sanitation.
COVIDH19 revealed several we
in our health system. From disease
surveillance to provision of health care,
we need to strengthen the capacity of
health services, There are marked
differences in the capacity and
performance of health systems across
different States. It is essential that States
invest more in health and also that
centrally sponsored programmes aim o
provide greater support to States whose
health indicators are lagging. Providing
needed health services to all persons,
with adequate financial protection, must
be the goal of universal health coverage,
We must achieve this uniformly across the
whole country.

For the citizen to ponder over
As a young boy of 14, 1 experienced both
the exhilaration of newly gained
independence as well as the painful
tragedies that marred the country’s
partition. | hoped that India would grow
STOTIE a8 A nation without ever again
having to experience such discord. Today,
Iam proud of what India has achieved
and am optimistic about the future of this
great nation, However, 1 am also worried
about the sectarian slogans and
communal slurs that are vitiating social
harmony and dividing the people.
Alongside, there is also a weakening of
institutions which must safeguard
democratic freedoms, uphold norms of
good governance and shield electoral
pelitics from the onslaught of money
power and co-opted state agencies. It is
for the citizens of India to protect and
preserve the hard won gains of our
freedom. Let each one of us reflect on
that duty as we raise and salute our flag.
Dr. Manmohan Singh was Prime
Minister of India from 2004 to 2014.



Are former Prime Ministers
mandated memorials?

What was the Congress party’s demand with respect to the funeral and memorial of former Prime Mimister

Manmohan Singh? Is there any rule regarding memorials for former PMs?

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:
ormer Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh passed away
on December 26. The Union
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
declared seven days of State mourning
and announced a state funeral for the
dignitary, Mr. Singh was cremated at the
Nigambodh Ghat in central Delhi, 2 first
for any tormer PM. The Congress party
said It was an “insult™ that a separate
place was not allocated by the
government for the funeral of the former
PM. The Congress party demanded that a
memorial be built at the designated place
where the cremation took place.

Is there a rule related to memorials?
While guidelines exist for State funerals,
there is no specific rule or government
order regarding allocation of space for

memorials for former PMs, According o
constitutional expert P.DT Achary, there
was a departure in the case of Mr. Singh.
“As [ar as | know, there Is no such rule.
The convention is that former PMs have
been cremated at designated places and
in this case there is a departure. They
cremated him at a place where anybody
can be cremated even a common man. In
our country though everyone is equal
before the law, in society, a former PM
has a status and especially a person like
Manmohan Singh who was also globally
respected,” Mr. Achary said.

‘What has been the trend in the past?
Except PM Vishwanath Pratap Singh, all
other former PMs have memorials
dedicated to them, majorly in Delhi and
ather parts of the country.

I V. Narasimbha Rao got a memorial in
his name at Ekta Sthal in Delhi in 2015, 10
vears after his death in 2004, In Delhi, the

samadhi of Jawaharial Nehru is known as
Shanti Vana, Lal Bahadur Shastri’s
memorial is known as Vijay Ghat, that of
Charan Singh's is Kisan Ghat, Indira
Gandhi’s memorial is at Shakri Sthal, and
Rajiv Gandhi's memorial is known as Vir
Ehumi. In 2013, due to paucity of space,
the Congress government decided that all
memorials will be built at Smriti Sthal.

‘Who maintains the memorials?
According to a reply furmshed by the
Culture Ministry on December 10, 2012 in
Lok Sabha, the memorials of various
personalities are maintained by the
respective State Governuments and local
mumicipalities, “However, the Central
Government through the Ministry of
Urban Development is looking after the
upkeep and maintenance of the Samadhis
adjacent to Rajghat, New Delhi, Morarji
Desai's Samadhi at Abhay Ghat at
Ahmedabad and the Rajiv Gandhi

Memorial at Sriperumbudur (Tamil
Nadu)," the reply stated.

‘What is the Congress's demand?

On December 27, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, requesting the
Union Government to identify a
designated place where the last rites of
the departed leader could be held and a
memorial built thereafter, Despite the
request, the cremation was held ag
Nigambodh Ghat on December 28,
Following an uproar, the MHA released a
press statement on December 27 at 1145
. IE stated that the government
received a request o allocate space for a
memorial for the former Prime Minister.
“Immediately after the Cabinet meeting,
Home Minister Amit Shah communicated
to Congress President Kharge and the
Family of Late Dr Manmohan Singh that
the Government will allocate space for the
memorial. In the meanwhile cremation
and other formalities can happen because
a Trust has 1o be formed and space bas w
e allocated to it the statement said. T3l
December 30, the memaorial for Mr. Singh
had not been announced. Atal Bihari
Vajpaves who passed on August 16, 2018
was cremated at Smrit Sthal, and a
memaorial came up at the same place
within 45 days. The memorial was funded
Ty thie “Atal Smriti Nyas Society™. It was
built at a rotal cost of T0.51 crore which
was borne entively by the sockety.

THE GIST

-

While guidelines exist for State
funerals, there is na specific
rule or government order
regarding allocation of space
for memarials for former PMs,

-

On December 27, Congress
president Mallikarun Kharge
wrate to Prime Minister
Marendra Madi, requesting the
Union Government to identify a
designated placa where the
last rites of the departed leader
could be held and a memorial
buitt thereafter,

According to a reply furnished
by the Cubtiere Ministry on
December 11, 2012 in Lok
Sabha, the memorials of
vartolus personalities are
maintained by the respective
State Governments and local
municipalities.



The nature of dissent in the Indian judiciary

The dissents of the LS Supreme Court are Targely based on the political indination of judges, who are direct appointees of the President, confirmed by the

Senate, Indian judicial dissents have, however, varied from political, to social to purely intellectual disagreements

LETTER & SPIRTT

E=zent i an important Bcet of
a true democracy. While this
s true for citizens in the
republic, or padiamentarians
in the legiskirure, it is also true for judges
of a constitutlonal court. India and the
U5, are two strong democracies with
opinicnated judiciaries. Though dissents
in the Indian Supreme Court (SC) are as
powerful as the U5, Supreme Court
[SCOTUS), thedr reasons differ
The dissents of SCOTUS are Largely
based on the polideal incllnatbon of
Judges, who are direct appolniees of the
President, confirmed by the Senate,
Justice Stephen Brever, for instance, an
appointes by the Democras, has shown
hirmsell vo be pro-affirmarive action,
pro-aborton and against capital
punishiment. His dssent in Glossip versus
Gross (2015) held that capital punishument
viakated the Eijghth Amendment of the Bill
of Rights, which prevented inhumane and
degrading pumishmenr. justice Samuel
Alitg, on the other hand, & Republican
appointee, Is both and-abortdon and
anti-gay rights, His dissent in Obergefel]
versus Hodges C2015) reasoned that the
Constitution did not address the rght o
marry of same-sex eouples and therefore,
the eourts enarkd not grant ir.
Indian judicial dissents have, however,
varted from political, to social to purely
intellectual disagreements.

Political dissent
Unlike the U.S., Indian judges are not
appedmtess of the rullng parcy and are
selected through a collegium of senior
Judges. Their decisions do not have a
similar political undertone and may or
may not associate with the view of the
ruling party that was in power when they
were appolinied.

In the case of ADM Jabalpir (1976), four
out of five judges held that the
enforcement of fundamental rights,

Inecluding Article 21, ined ded

STOCKPHOTY

il 1. The majority view reflecied the

during the national emergency under
Article 3549, The majority judgment was
the politically sound one at the time
Justice H.R. Khanna, however, withstood
the poitieal pressure of the time,
issented and reasoned that if Articke 21
remained suspended, there would be no
recourse to deprivation of fife and liberty,
albelt in emesgency. His resolve 1o keep
‘rights’ intact amidst a murbulent India,
strengthened his voice on the Bench and
alse became the law later by a
constitutional amendiment o Article 359,
Another example of tis could be
found in the PV, Narasimbe Rao (1998)
case, where the question was if accepting
hribes for voting in Parliament was
covered under parliamentary privilege,
aned whether it enjoyed immunity from
prosecution. The majority said yes, but
Justices 5.C, Agarwal and A5, Anand

political atmosphere at the time and was
Favourable to the ruling Congress party,
However, the dissent endured and laer
‘became the view of the court in Sita Soren
(2021, where the SC overruled such an
expanded view of immunity.

Dissent which is social

A dissent could also reflect a different
soctal understanding or implearion of a
begal issue, In Shayara Bang (2007), the SC
deale with the consthutonality of the
‘triple talay’ as a form of divoree among
the Sunnis in Islam. Justices 1.5, Khelar
and Abdul Nazeer dissented with the
majority, which struck down triple talag
for violaring the rights of life of Muslim
wornen. The two judges reasoned that the
triple talag was an integral part of the
Sunni personal kw and not viclative of
constitutional rights. Further, it was not

tor the courts to determine its
constitutionality, since it is only the
legislature that can intervene in socially
unaccepeahle practices in different
religions,

The decision in Aidat Shif (3022) also
displayed a discordant inderstanding of
religion. This case did not have a dissent
bt had twe separate opindons. The
uestion was whether the State could
prohibit Muslim girls from wearing a hijab
to school by enforcing a universal dress
code. Justice Hemznt Gupta was of the
whew that secularisin permitied the State
to do 50 since religion was a private affair,
which had no space in classmooms of a
State-run school, Justice Dhuli, on the
uther hand, disagreed and consldered
“diversity’, 'plurality’ and ‘wolerance’ as
values underpinning the Constituthon.
This disagreement stemmed from
different understindings of secularism.

Intellectual critigue

A dissent could also be plainly
tnellectual, like that of Justice BY.
MNagarathna in Lalta Prasad Vaish (024),
the industrial aleohol case, Here nine
Judges of the SC determined whether
States have the leglslative competence o
tax ‘industrial alcobol', or does only the
Centre have the suthority. Diss 1
with eight judges, Justice Nagarathna said
thit States could not tax industrial
alenhal, The disagreement was on the
Imterpretation of the term ‘intoxicating
Liguar” +r Entry 8 of List 2 in the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, The
majority believed that this legiskative
entry was broad enough to include Nquor
unfit for human consumption, and
therefore industrial aleohol, Staes could
therefore rx It This reasoning did not sk
wedl with Justice Nagarathna, who opined
that industrial akcohaol bs used for
manufacturing purposes and cannot be
suhsumed within ‘intoxieating liquor’,
which is Tiquor for human consumprion,
The difference of opinfon was solely on
the interpreation of the text of the
Constitution —an intellectual one,

Shiveni Vi i @ lawer proctising in Deltd,

THE GIST

Unlike the U.5,, Indian judges
ara not appointees of the muling
party and are selected thraugh
a collegiurm of sendor judges.
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In Shenyarer Banio (2017), the 5C
dealt with the constitutienality
of the “triple talsg’ as a form of
divarce stnong the Sunnis i
Islam. Justices J.5. khehar and
Abdul Nazeer dissented with
the majority, which struck
dewn triple ralag for vialating
the rights of life of Muslim
worrerL

-

A dissent could also be plainly
inteliectual, like that of Justice
BV, Nagarathna in Lado
Prased Voih (2004), the
industnial alcohol case



India among 25 nations with high religious restrictions

Yakistan, France, Israel, Nigeria, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Maldives were also part of that list

l DATA POINT ‘

The Hindu Data Team

1 an index measuring reli-

gion-related hostilities for

2022, India scored the
highest among 198 nations, ac-
cording to a report recently pu-
blished by the Pew Research Cen-
ter. A higher score on the social
hostilities index (SHIT) indicates
greater levels of religion-related
harassment, mob violence, terro-
rism, militant activity, and con-
flicts over religious conversions or
the use of religious symbaols and at-
tire. India scored 9.3 on a scale of
10 on the SHI. Scores above 7.2 are
considered ‘very high',

The report also assessed coun-
tries based on the government's
restrictions on religion, using the
government restrictions  index
(GRI). The GRI measures laws, pol-
icies, and actions that regulate or
limit religious beliefs and practic-
es. These include policies banning
particular beliefs or practices, the
unequal granting of benefits to cer-
tain religious groups, and bureau-
cratic rules requiring religious
Eroups to register to access bene-
fits, India had a ‘high® GRI score of
6.4 out of 10 in 2022, Scores above
6.6 are classified as ‘very high'.

Chart 1 plots the GRI (horizon-
tal axis) and SHI (vertical axis)
scores of 198 countries for 2022,
The higher a country is on the
chart, the more it experiences reli-
gion-related hostilities by non-go-
vernment players. The farther to
the right, the more government
restrictions there are on religions.

Only 12% (25 countries) had
*high’ or *very high' GRI scores and
SHI scores in 2022: India, Nigeria,
Syria, Pakistan, Traq, Egypt, Af-
ghanistan, Israel, Libya, Palesti-
nian territories, Ukraine, Bangla-
desh, France, Jordan, Tran, Sri
Lanka, Somalia, Tunisia, Indone-
sia, Yemen, Laos, Nepal, Algeria,
Maldives, and Armenia. In about

62% of the countries, including Ca-
nada and South Korea, the GRI
and SHI scores were ‘low” or ‘med-
erate’. [n 16% of the countries, the
GRI was ‘very high' or “high', but
the SHI was ‘low’ or ‘moderate’;
these include Cuba and China. In
10% of countries, the GRI was ‘low’
or ‘moderate’, but the SHI was
“high’ or “very high". These include
Brazil and the Philippines.

The number of countries with
“high’ or “very high® GHI scores
rose to 59 (30% of 198 countries) in
2022 from 55 in 2021 (Chart 2). In
2007, when the index was started,
only 40 nations (20%) had ‘high’
or ‘very high” scores,

The number of countries with
‘high’ or ‘very high® SHI scores
rose to 45 (23% of all countries
analysed) in 2022 from 43 coun-
tries in 2021 (Chart 3). In 2012, 65
countries had *high’ or “very high'
scores — the highest share (33%).

Harassment by governments — a
broad measure encompassing ver-
bal and physical pressure by auth-
orities on religious groups - was
among the most prevalent types of
restrictions in 2022, It was report-
ed in 186 of the 198 countries and
territories studied (94%).

Government  interference  in
worship was also widespread in
2022 and was reported in 170
countries and territories (86%).
This includes policies and actions
that disrupt religious activities,
such as withholding permission o
worship or denying access to plac-
es of worship. Tt also covers restric-
tions on religious practices and ri-
tuals not directly tied to worship,
such as burial practices.

Chart 4 shows the number of
countries where there was govern-
ment harassment of religious
groups and government interfe-
rence in worship.

The report said that govern-
ment restrictions and social hostil-
ities often align closely, ie., the
lower the score on one index, the
lower the score on the other too
generally, and vice-versa.

Shades of intolerance

The data for the charts were sourced from the Pew Research Center’s report titled “Government restrictions on
religion stayed at peak levels globally in 20227

Aftermath: A
Muslim man
watches fram
his house after
ashop was
demolished
in communal
violence during
a Hindu religlous
procession in
Mew Delhi's
Jahangirpuri on
April 20,2022

Chart 1: The GRI (horizontal axis) and SHI {vertical axis) scores of 138
countries for the year 2022. The higher a country en the chart, the
more the religion-retated hosulities by nen-govermment players

Chart 2: The share and number of countries
(in bold) with high or very high GRI score over the years
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Chart 3: The share and number of countries (in bold)
with high or very levels of religion-related

hostilities (SHI) over the years
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2024 — the politics of singularity and beyond

he year 2024 began with the

inauguration of the Ram Temple in

Ayodhya, which was a culmination,

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said at the event, of a long
anticipation, “We have waited for 300 years,” he
said. As 2025 begins, we see the Rashiriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat
facing resi e from co-travellers of the Sangh
Parivar for emphasising the singularity of
Ayodhya for Hindutva, “The Ram temple was a
matter of faith and Hindus felt that it should be
built... Raising issues about some new sites out of
hate and enmity is unacceptable,” Mr. Bhagwat
had said on December 20, 2024, responding to
several claims over more religious places. Many
allies of the Parivar questioned this premise soon
after, and asserted that a reclamation of all
alienated Hindu sites was non-negotiable. What
we are witnessing is a conflict between the Sangh
Parivar’s desire to stabilise itself as the natural
platform of governance and the power of the
politics it created which is increasingly not in its
control. It is the politics of anticipation, which
ignores culmination.

Parties that and leaders who mobilise people
to question the existing order through civil
disobedience, and even sabotage, want order,
discipline and hierarchy as soon as the set goal is
achieved. The founding leaders of the Republic
said, as soon as Independence was won, that
there would be no place for civil disobedience
any more. But then, new political ideas and new
political entrepreneurship come into play, and
new moverments take shape.

On anticipation

Looking forward is a more evocative act for the
human mind than looking back, psychological
experiments reported in the Journal of
Experimental Psychology suggest. People relate
maore intensely to emotional events that are
expected in the future than those that happened
in the past. Anticipation of something — it could
even be a negative thing — s more engaging than
retrospection about a past event. But for the
human bias for anticipation in comparison with
retrospection, there would be no vearning for
progress, and there would be no politics or
religion, It is anticipation that drives political and
religious action (for instance, Christians wait for
the second coming of Jesus), and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has used this psychology to the
maximum benefit. Ram Lalla Ayenge, Bhavya
Mandir Banayenge (roughly translated as, Infant
Ram will arrive, the majestic temple will be built)
was the slogan of the Ayodhya movement; the
slogan that catapulted it as the dominant party in
2004 was ‘Achchey Din Aaney Waiey Hain - Good
days are arriving’. Anticipation is set against the
backdrop of retrospection in political campaigns

The BSs does

not want any
more
mandir-masjid
disputes:
however, the
politics of
anticipation is
now
AULONOMOUS

— what is coming is to reclaim, avenge or/fand
change the past. The intense emotional energy of
the masses behind the Avodhya agitation was
built on an extraordinary
anticipation-retrospection frame, The arc of time
it proposed to cover was five centuries into the
past and a millennium into the future, in contrast
with the five-year terms of governments.
Speaking at the inauguration of the temple, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said it was the beginning
of an epoch of 1,000 years.

Claim of singularity, election
The temple inauguration was suggested as a
moment of singularity of space, time and
community, “The temple has been built where
we had resolved to build it,” Yogi Adityanath said,
alluding to another slogan that had animated its
supporters since the 1980s — “mandir wahin
banayenge™. This meant the temple would be
built at the exact spot believed to be the
hirthplace of Lord Rama, replacing a masjid that
stood there. Ayodhya was to be to the Hindu
nation what Mecca is to Muslims, and Jerusalem
is to the Jews and Christians. “All roads lead o
Ayodhya,” said Yogi Adityanath. “All minds are
united in the thought of Sri Ram.” Now that its
palitical power is consolidated, the RSS possibly
wants to bring the revolution to an end, and
establish order. “There is 110 need to look for a
shiviing in every mosque,” Mr. Bhagwar had
already said in 2022,

But this claim of singularity was challenged,
during the 2024 general election by a new
anticipation that swelled among the subaltern
caste groups. The fear that the BJP might use any
massive parliamentary majority to roll back the
reservation policy of the country by amending
the Constitution spread like wildfire in the
heartland of Hindutva, and stopped the BJP short
of a majority in the Lok Sabha. The retrospective
component in this context is the history of caste
oppression. A temple was meant to unite all
minds, but the fear of reclamation of the old
social order through an end to reservation drove
many subaltern voters away from the party.

Though the BIP tripped on the caste quota
question in the general election, it remained
largely in control of the narrative in 2024, The
party's expansive anticipation-retrospection
plane that spans centuries, allows it to sidestep
the ‘promise vs performance’ paradigm that traps
incumbents between two consecutive elections.
All Dpposition parties are caught in an extremely
unfavourable anticipation-retrospection frame —
for instance, a plurality of voters in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar appear to be fearful of the return of the
Samajwadi Party and Rashtriya Janata Dal,
respectively. Looking forward, and looking back
far enough, the voters could be inclined towards
the BJP than its opponents, and this is

particularly true for the Congress. Though the
party has been out of power for 10 years in Delhi
and more in States such as Gujarat, it is still
bearing the burden of its earlier decades in
power. Its retrospective political capital, as the
party of the freedom struggle, has long been
exhausted, and its call for a national caste census
has created no intense anticipation among the
target group. In the retrospective frame for the
Congress, voters see the Emergency, the 1962 war
with China, and the dynasty, but not the
agricultural revolution or the communication
revolution. Though 2024 was a bad year for
incumbents worldwide, the BJP and Mr. Modi
fared quite well. AntiHincumbency is stronger
against the Opposition parties, it appears. The
BJP won a third consecutive term at the Centre,
but with reduced strength, and it has managed to
stay in power in the two crucial States of
Maharashtra and Haryana, in the recent
Assemhbly elections.

Parties and their challenges

The capacity of the RSS/BIP to sketch out a
retrospection-anticipation plane comes from a
willingness to constantly introspect. The BJP
recovered from the setback in Uttar Pradesh and
Maharashtra in the general election and launched
a new campaign of Hindu unity — ‘hatenge to
katenge, Le., divided (along caste lines), vou will
be slaughtered’, and ek hein to safe hei, 1.e., you
are safe when you are united”, It went on an
overdrive to reassure the OBC/Dalit voters that
reservation would never cease. Meanwhile, its
opponents lulled themselves in triumphalism and
complacency after the general election and failed
to interpret the results correctly in order to build
on them. The party that won the 2024 elections
went back to its constituents in panic mode; and
the ones that lost went into a prolonged season of
self-congratulation. The setback to the BJP in the
general election, in hindsight, was more an
irritant in the long arc of Hindutva than a
rupture.

But that does not mean the BJP can take its
popularity or success for granted. Hinduism,
unlike monotheistic religions, promotes
multiplicity and circularity and has an innate
resistance to singularity — of faith, leader or even
god. For the Sangh Parivar, the challenge at the
beginning of 2025 — which is also the 100th year
of the R5S - lies in taming the mutinous
anticipation among its supporters who are
searching for new sites to project it; and the
anxiety among the subaltern social groups about
its long-term plans for oneness. For the Congress,
the challenge is to build a politics of anricipation,
and shift the retrospection frame of the public to
a favourable angle.
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COP29, climate finance and its optical illusion

change negotiation since the launching of

the United Nations-led climate change
negotiations in 1991, producing the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) 1992, Article 4 (7) of the
UNFCCC clearly says “that the extent to which the
developing country Party will be fulfilling their
climate action commitments is contingent on
how much finance and technology they get from
developed country Parties”.

The Paris Agreement retains, in Article 9(1),
the provision relating to finance, binding the
developed countries to mobilise finance for the
developing countries. The sixth assessment
report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) has described finance,
capacity-building and a transfer of technology as
critical enablers of climate action in developing
countries in the backdrop of anthropogenic
greenhouse gas emissions responsible for 1.1°
Celsius of warming (above what it was in
1850-1900) in 2011-20.

Falling short
In pursuance of their responsibility, the
developed countries agreed in 2009 that they
wotild collectively mohilise $100 billion a year by
2020. The $100 billion mark, met by the
developed countries only in 2022, does not
match the growing needs of climate finance
corresponding to the developing countries’
nationally determined contributions (NDCs).
Second, the mark has been considered in
many reports to be well-short of estimated
finance to fund the actions needed across
different sectors to keep the average global
temperature rise within 1.5° Celsius by the end of
this century. The 29th Conference of the Parties
(COP 29) meeting at Baku, Azerbaijan, in
November 2024, was meant for the Parties to the
Paris Agreement to have a New Collective
Quantified Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG),
replacing a $100 billion floor and laying a new
floor taking into account the needs and the

F inance has been a major point of climate
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priorities of developing countries to tackle the
climate erisis.

In response to persistent demand by all the
major negotiating groups belonging to the
developing south that the developed north
mohbilise $1.3 trillion by 2030, the developed
north agreed to release only $300 billion per year
by 2035.The $300 billion mark ignores the
estimation by the UNFCCC's Standing Committee
on Finance (SFC) relating to the annual financial
needs of developing countries, which it derived
from their NDCs, As in the SFC's estimation, the
financial needs stand at between $455
billion-$584 billion. Even these figures cover
around half of the 5,760 costed and non-costed
needs identified by 98 developing countries in
their NDCs (Third Report of the Independent
High-level Expert Group on Climate Finance,
November, 2024).

The decision on the NCQG makes reference to
the financial needs of those particularly
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate
change such as the least developed countries
(LDC) and small island developing states (SIDS).
But the NCQG does not make minimum allocation
floors for the LDCs and SIDS,

During the meeting, the Alliance of Small
Island States demanded the allocation of $39
billion for SIDS while the LDC demanded at least
£220 billion for them. It appears that the
first-ever Global Stocktake (GST) in consonance
with the Paris Agreement in 2023 also failed in
influencing the cause of loss and damage concern
in the NCQG. In the GST estimation, economic
costs are estimated to reach $447 billion-$394
hillion per vear by 2030.

India and the NCQG

India’s perspective on the delivery of climate
finance from the developed north to the
developing south is derived from equity frame
expressed in the principle of common but
differentiated responsibility and respective
capability. It is notable that India joined the

Montreal Protocol to protect the ozone layer from |

further depletion, which led to setting up of a
multilateral fund of $240 million, including an
additional $80 million for use in India, China and
other eligible low-income Parties. During COP29,
India specified that the new floor should mobilise
$1.3 trillion by 2030, of which at least $600
hillion should come in the form of grants and
concessional resources. On other major agenda
items, mitigation work programme, just
transition work programme and GST, India's
representative called for an adequate
provisioning of finance and other means of
implementation to fulfil them. India’s submission
of NDC next year is contingent on a decision
relating to finance (Earth Negotiations Bulletin—,
November 22, 2024),

India has expressed its extreme
disappointment on the adoption of the NCQG in
its present form, shape — which was without its
consultation. It made serious objections against
the COP29 presidency and the Secretariat in the
way it was finalised — which is at the expense of
trust, collaboration and in contravention of the
UNFCCC's norm, on an issue which is a creation
of the developed north but which affects
developing countries more. India outrightly
rejected the NCQG. It also added that this NCQG
expects the developing world to mohilise
resources. In India’s view, the paltry sum will
influence the ambition and the implementation
of its NDC.

What the developed north must do
The pith and substance of the Paris Agreement
are the NDCs. In expecting the developing south
to bring out more ambitious NDCs relating to the
mitigation of greenhouse gases and implementing
the same effectively, it is equally important on the
part of the developed north to raise their scale
and quality of climate finance and also make
sincere effores in putting in place a coherent
climate finance architecture.

This will ensure adequate, directly accessible
and affordable climate finance to the developing
countries.
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Amazon caps
brutal year of
fires, drought

Assoclated Press

2024 was a brutal year for the Amazon
ralnforest, with rampant wildfires and
extreme drought ravaging large parts of a
blome that's a eritical counterweight 1o
climate change,

A warming climate fed drought that in
turn fed the worst year for fires since
2005. And those fires contributed to
def with ities sespect
ome fires were set to more easily clear
land to run cate.

The Amazon is twice the size of India
and sprawls across pight countries and
one territory, storing vast amounts of
carbon dioxide that would otherwise
warm the planet.

1t has about 20% of the world's
freshwater and astounding biodiversity,
inchuding 16,000 known tree species, But
governments have historically viewed it as
an area to be exploited, with little regard
for sustainability or the rights of its
Indigenous peoples.

“The fires and drought experienced in
2024 across the Amazon rainforest could
be ominous indicators that we are
reaching the long-feared ecolngical
tipping poiny,” said Andrew Miller,
advocacy director at Amazon Watch, an
organisition that works to protect the
ralnforest.

There were some bright spots. Forest
loss in Brazil's Amazon, home to the
largest swath of this rainforest, dropped
30.6% compared to the previous year, the
lowest level of destruction in nine years,

The improvemnent under leftist
President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva
contrasted with deforestation that hita
15-year high under Lula's predecessor,
farright leader Jair Bolsonaro, who

d b and
weakened environmental agencies.

1n July, Colombia reported historic
lows in deforestation in 2023, The
country’s environment minister warned
that 2024's figures may not be as
promising as a significant rise in

The Amazon has about 20% of
the world's freshwater and

16,000 known tree species. But
governments have historically
it be

detorestation had already been recorded
by July due to dry weather caused by El
Nifio, a weather phenomenon that warms
the central Pacific. lllegal economies
continoe to drive deforestation in the
Andean nation.

“It’s impossibie to overlook the threat
posed by organised crime and the
economies they control to Amazon
conservation,” said Bram Ebus, a
consultant for Crisis Group in Latin
America. "llegal gold mining is
expanding rapidly, driven by saaring
global prices, and the revenues of illicit
‘economies often surpass state budgets
allocated to combat them.*

In Brazil, swaths of the rainforest were
draped in smoke in August from fires
raging across the Amazon, Cerrado
savannah, Pantanal wetland, and the state
of S30 Paulo. Fires are traditionally used
for deforestation and to manage pastures,
largely respansible for igniting the
wildfires,

For a second year, the Amsazon River
fell o desperate lows, leading some
countries to declare a state of emergency.
In Brazil, one of the Amazon River’s main
tributanes dropped to its lowest level ever
recorded.

It was the worst year for Amazon fires
since 2005, according to nonprofit
Rainforest Foundation U.S. Between
January and October, 15.1 million hectares
of Brazil's Amaron burned. Bolivia had a
record rumber of fires in the first 10
months of the year.



Googh QuontumA's Willow ehip: coom ReusTeRs

Willow is a small chip for Google
but a quantum leap for computing

A mijor impediment w reafising quantum computers is the fragility of quantum states. Qubits collapse at the slighrest disturbance. This imits the

amount of time for which qubits can hold information, how error-free a quantum computer can keep

S, Srinfvasan

oogle recently unvedled its
latest quantum processor,
named ‘Willow. The research
team that built it also tested it,
and the results were published in Mrture

They created a great Jevel of buzz
about the realisability of quantum
computers that could tackle many
practical problems.

“The results also kicked up infriguing
debates about explaining the power of
quantum information proceasing and how
they could sobve problems that even the
most power (il classical computess
struggle with.

Bit versas qubit

Computers process i stored in

computer can be scaled.

Itis ditficult 10 solate a physical
gadget to avord perturbations due to
external noise. Theretore, computations
are prone 1w arvocs. For example, when
abitis ted to represent O, there s
a sl chance i ihay be in the state
reprisenting 1. This is calied the bit flip
ermor. Methods to identity and fix these
entors are called enor-cormection
proweuls,

A single O is represented by three bits
i the stage 000 (Corresponding t each
bir in the stace O), It there is a bit-flip
error, the resulting state could be 100,
010, or 001 (depending ou whether the
first, second, or third it is Ripped).
Simélarly, 1 s represented us 111, If we
need to encode 01 as the basic

its true tation is

an array of Os and ks, tn classical
computers, some physical system with
two possible states is used o represent
these Os and Is. These plysical systems
are called bits. A common example s an
electric circuit that allows two levels of
volage, one called 0 and the other called
1. A classical computer is a collection of
Dles together, and the information owing
inand out of bits is controlled and
maripalated by physical operations called
ate operatons. For example, an AND
e accepts two inputs, each either 0 or
1, and outprsts 16 both inpats are Land 0
for any other combination of inputs.

A quanturm bit, o qubit, has two
distinct states representing O and 1. Mone
imporzantly, a qubit can be in states that
are also combinations of 0 and 1. This
feature ks called quantum superposition.
Classical bits ean’t do this. Becouse of this
ability, each qubit needs two distinc:
nunbens 1o represent the contributions of
(O and I respectivedy, in the qubit’s state. If
we have (wo bits, we nead two numbers,
one for each bit, to represent the szte of
the collection. With two quantu bits, we
need four numbers 10 represens the state.
For 10 bets, we need 10 numbers to
represent the state of the collection. For
ten qubits, we need 2 (1,024) numbers.

“This exponential growth in the
Information reguired to represent gubits’
states and the superposition of states are
the major reasons why quantum
computers could be more efficient and
powerfisl than classical computers, Like a
classical cComputer, a qUATKUTT computer
Is also o collection of qubits and a host of
physical operations called quantum gates
that change the states of qubls 10
perform calauiations.

Difficult to isolate

A major impediment 1o realising quantum
computers is the fragile nature of
quantum states. Specifically, while
classical bits are robust and long-lasting,
qubles are fraglle and collapse quickly at

the slightesy disturbance. This in trn
limits the amaunt of time for which qubiss
can hold information, how errors free the
(quantum computer can keep its
caleulations, and how well a quantum

000N Looking at the concatenaed
sequence in groups of three bits, the
oceurrence of 100, 010, 001, 011,101, or
110, will meun an error has crept in.
When three physical bits represent one
lowical digk, it is easy to figure out
which bit has flipped and correct
suitably betore the next szep in the
computation,

Similarly, one way to mitigate the
effect of errors in a quantum compater
s to correct them using additona]
qubits that keep track of errors creeping
i dwring computations. This is a logical
answer to the error problem; it s,
however, unsuitable for qubits in
supxrplud states. Creating exact coples

of unknown superposed stites s
prohubited by the no-cloning theorem of
quancum physies, On the other hand,
error correction often requives
redundancy, i e., providing more qubits
than what is needed t encode
information. This makes it clear that
more than one physical qubit is needed

Acryostat sefrizerator foe cooling quantum
computing chips at Google's Quantum Al Lab
In Santa Barbara, Calfornia. ARty

1o represent a single logieal qubit. (Qubies
also have another type of error called
phase flip error, which presents similar
challenges to error corvection.)

One effective method to detect and
COFTECt IT0rS 1N 4 qUATITUM Compiter
without also viotating the no-cloning
theorem is called surface code, Here,
CREMCETs arrange an array of qubits on 4

measurement qubxts. While the error in
ats gubits & what we wish to identify
and enrrect, any attempt 1o messure
them will force them out of

and whatever

-ulations. and how well it can be scaled

Willow houses 105 physical qubies
and operates at temperatures
close to the theoretically possible
lowest temperature. Nearly half
lata qubits,
remaining are measurement
qubits

operations - as they build everdarger
quantum computers with mure physical
qubits and more exror correction
operations. Google alone has progressed
from 3-by-3 1o 5-hy-5 1o 7-by-7 arvsys of
‘huqdm and the error rate has

they encode will be lost

To avokd this, the surface code method
provides the sec of measurement qubits.
‘These qubits are entangied with data
qubis tuough sultable gate operations.
(If two qubits are entangled, any
measurement of one particle will
instantancously cause the other partide
10 lose its superposition state ) [n this
sewp, the presence of errors in the data
qubits Is inferred by making suitable
measurements of the measurement
Qubls while uslng the gates w prevent the
data qubits from being affected, and thus
correcting mconsistencies in data qubits,

The error rate
Acconding to Google, its new quantim
processor, Willow, 1 butter

A by moce than hall in each step.

What one expects for a eollection of
qubles on & chrcuit s that the error rate
elther remains the same or increases as
the number of qubits is increased. That
the ervor rate becomes smaller as more
qubies are added is the.
belowsthe-threshold capabifity of Willow's
architecture and operution. This is vital to
achieving quantum processors with
encugh qubits that perform almest
emor-free computations of probiems of
practical relevance - the ultimate goal.

No dead ends

The particular computationally difficult
task with which Googbe tested Willow is
called random circuit ssmpling (RCS). In
the RCS tink, Willow has to calculate the
¢ of possible

error correction and is this significantly
faster than other quantum computers,
not w mention classical computers as
well. The vesearchers who developed it
tested it by using It wsolve s
computationally hard problem.

Willow houses 105 physical qubits and
operates at temperatunes close o the
theoretically passible lowest temperature
(O K, 273.15" C). Nearly half of these are
data qubits, and the remaining are
ieasurement qubits The
superconducting qublis are not strictly
tworstate Systems, When pesforming gite
operations, the physical systerm can get
excited or ‘leak’ 10 states other than O and
1. These excited states can suh«\qnmny
interfere with the ¢

of

strings of Us and 15 in the output when
the quantum gates that act on the qubits
are chosen randomly. If there is no noise,
RCS §s 3 computationally hard task,
meaning that the nunber of caleuluions
required to make the prediction Increases
expanentially with the input size

Willow completed the RCS task for
random gate operations reatisable on
Willow I a few minutes. The researchers
estimated that the same task an the most
powerful classical computer availible
today would take 10 seprillion years (Le. |
followed by 24 zevoes). To compare, the
universe’s age in years is approximately |
followed by 10 zerves, it s plausible that
classical mmpmm nmmnghcucr
lly match Willow's

introduce errors. 5o a few quh!u Le the
measurement qubits - are reservesd o
cortect such keakage errors.

Coherence time is the duration over
which an intended state (typically,
superpositions) of a qubit can sunvive
without being changed due to
Interactions with the environment or with
other parts of the computer. The
coherence time of dita qubits on Willow
is about 100 micraseconds, which is more
tham the coherence time of the phiysical
qubits, This is 3 consequence of the error
cormection protocols used. This in sl s
an interesting result because it means the
informagion-holding tme can be
improved by external manoeuvring.

The next milestone: for researchers to
achieve is to lower the error rate
caleulated as the ratio of the number of
qubit errors 1o the number of gae

e, akhough rmmhﬂ’& are not aware
af such improvements today

Researchers are siill a Jong way away
from realising quantum processors of
seasonable size 10 be wseful in practical
contexts. This sakd, it's only natural that
Willow created the sort of buzz that it did:
3 has shown thar the major ksues in
realising o relable quantum computer
can be addressed and surmounted, that
they are not dead ends. The work of the
Google team provides hope that quantim
computers may soon help us unravel
nature’s mysteries and akso solve
computationally dificult problems in
druy design, materils science, dimate
modeliing, and optimisation, amaong
athess — all with deep societal impact

(S, Srinivasan is a professor of physics at
Krea University.
shvakianar.svinlvisan@bren.cdu dn)



10 payloads of ISRO’s
POEM-4 module
deployed successfully

Hemanth C.S.
SRIHARIKOTA

The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authoriza-
tion Centre (IN-SPACe) on
Tuesday said that it had fa-
cilitated the successful es-
tablishment and opera-
tionalisation of 10 hosted
payloads from non-govern-
ment entities (NGEs) on
board the POEM-4 module
of the PSLV-C60/SpaDeX
mission.

The mission was
launched by the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) on Monday.

“The mission that
launched today, carried
out in-orbit scientific expe-
riments at an altitude of
350 km with a 55-degree
inclination, utilizing the
spent PS4 stage repur-
posed as the PSLV Orbital
Experimental Module
(POEM-4),” said IN-SPACe,
which is the autonomous
nodal agency under De-
partment of Space to pro-
mote NGE’s undertake
space activities.

Reducing entry barriers
“The PSLV Orbital Experi-
ment Module is a practical
solution deployed by ISRO
that allows Indian start-
ups, academic institutions,
and research organizations
to test their space technol-
ogies without the need to
launch entire satellites. By

ISRO‘s SPADEX Mission
successfully lifted off from
Sriharikota on Monday.

making this platform ac-
cessible, we are reducing
entry barriers and ena-
bling a wider range of enti-
ties to contribute to the
space sector,” Pawan
Goenka, Chairman, IN-
SPACe, said.

“At IN-SPACe, our role is
to create opportunities for
such collaborations and
ensure that India’s private
sector can grow alongside
advancements in space
technology. Missions like
these will be instrumental
in capacity building by
enabling NGEs to get their
payloads space qualified,
thus augmenting their fu-
ture satellite launch mis-
sions,” he added.

In total, 24 PS4-Orbital
Experiment Module pay-
loads were deployed on
board the PSLV-C60 Spa-
DeX mission to support a
wide array of scientific and
technological endeavours.



India-Nepal joint military exercise begins

Press Trust of India
KATHMANDU

The 18th edition of Exer-
cise Surya Kiran, a joint
military exercise between
India and Nepal aimed at
enhancing interoperability
and fostering collaboration
between the two nations’
Armies, began on Tuesday.

The annual training
event is conducted alterna-
tively in the two countries.

The exercise, taking
place at the Nepal Army
Battle School, Saljhandi in
the Shivalik ranges of West-
ern Nepal, will be conduct-
ed till January 13.

It “aims to enhance inte-
roperability, primarily in

the fields of Counter Terro-
rism (CT) Operations,” ac-
cording to an X post by the
Indian Embassy here.
“Exercise Surya Kiran
signifies the strong bond of
friendship, trust and com-
mon military linkages that
exist between India and
Nepal,” it said. The Indian
Army contingent, compris-

ing 334 personnel, is being
led by a Battalion from the
1ith Gorkha Rifles, accord-
ing to a press release by the
Defence Ministry.

The exercise aims to en-
hance interoperability in
jungle warfare, counter-
terrorism operations in
mountains and Humanitar-
ian Assistance



Jaishankar in Doha for talks, to
prepare for Qatari Emir’s visit

Th

Emir will visit India in February; External Affairs Minister’s third visit in six months raises hopes for return of former

Naval officer, delayed by nearly a year; New Delhi is also looking to boost ties with several countries in the West Asian region

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

xternal Affairs Mi-
E nister S. Jaishankar
is in Doha for a
three-day wvisit over the
New Year for a series of bi-
lateral meetings, as well as
to prepare for a visit by Qa-
tar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani to In-
dia, expected next month,
sources told The Hindu.
During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Qatar last February, he had
met and invited Sheikh Al
Thani to India. The Emir’s
visit is part of New Delhi’s
recent broader outreach to
the Gulf region, as Israel’s
bombardment of Gaza
continues, with the effects
of the West Asian erisis
now spreading to Leba-
non, Syria, and Yemen.
Mr. Jaishankar was due
to meet the Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister of Qa-
tar Sheikh Mohammed hin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al

Outreach efforts: Jaishankar is likely to meet Qatar PM Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani. fLE PHOTO

Thani in Doha, and to dis-
cuss “political, trade, in-
vestment, energy, security,
cultural, and people-to-pe-
ople” ties as well as “re-
gional and international is-
sues of mutual interest”,
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said in a state-
ment before his departure.

Mr. Jaishankar’s visit to
Qatar, his third in six
months, has raised hopes
for the return of the eighth
former Naval officer con-

victed of spying in 2023,
who has been detained in
Doha while others on
death row along with him
were pardoned. The deci-
sion to drop the death pe-
nalty against all eight men
was taken at the end of De-
cember 2023, but while se-
ven men were released
and returned to India in
February 2024, Commarn-
der Purnendu Tiwari (re-
tired) has been held back
under a travel ban.

The MEA has said that
the former Naval officer,
who was also decorated
with the Pravasi Bharativa
Samman, is required to
complete certain “formali-
ties” in the Qatari legal sys-
tem. According to officials,
the pending requirements
pertain to financial charges
against the Dahra Global
company where Mr. Tiwari
was Managing Director and
the other seven former na-
val personnel were em-
ployed.

However, Mr. Tiwarl's
family has rejected any
charges of wrongdoing,
pleading to the Prime Mi-
nister to “intervene” and
facilitate his return.

Wooing West Asia

Among a number of bilat-
eral visits meant to shore
up India’s ties with the
troubled region, Mr. Modi
has travelled to Ruwait
while Mr. Jaishankar visit-
ed Bahrain, and twice tra-
velled to Qatar in Decem-

ber. After the proposed
visit of the Qatari Emir to
India, expected in the first
or second week of Febru-
ary, Mr. Jaishankar is ex-
pected to travel to Oman.
The Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi Sheikh EKhaled bin
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan and Foreign Minister
of Saudi Arabia Prince Fai-
sal hin Farhan Al Saud also
visited Delhi in the last few
months.

In addition, New Delhi
will receive Iranian Vice
Minister for External AF
fairs Takht Ravanchi on Ja-
nuary 2 as its first high-le-
vel diplomatic visitor in
2025. The visit from the
new [ranian government is
significant, given its grow-
ing tensions with Israel, as
well as the imminent in-
anguration of incoming
U.5.  President Donald
Trump later in January. Mr.
Trump is expected to take
a tougher line on Iran, and
to step up sanctions, which
will affect India as well.



Quad members vow to work
vigorously towards a free,
open, and stable Indo-Pacific
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India and other Quad
member-nations on Tues-
day reaffirmed the group-
ing’s steadfast commit-
ment to work towards a
free, open, and peaceful
Indo-Pacific amid China’s
increasing military muscle-
flexing in the region.

Foreign Ministers of the
member nations of the
grouping made the pledge
in a joint statement com-
memorating the 20th anni-
versary of “Quad
cooperation”.

India, the U.S., Australia
and Japan came together
20 years ago to extend as-
sistance in response to the
2004 Indian Ocean earth-
quake and tsunami, and
that coalition subsequently
took the form of the Quad.

In the last few years, the
Quad has rolled out a num-
ber of initiatives address-

ee

We reaffirm our
unwavering support for
ASEAN's centrality and
unity as well as
mainstreaming and
implementation of the
ASEAN Outlook on the

Indo-Pacific

QUAD FOREIGN MINISTERS
In a statement

ing some of the most press-
ing needs and challenges
of the Indo-Pacific region,
including in areas of mari-
time security, infrastruc-
ture and connectivity.

India is scheduled to
host the next Quad Summit
likely in the second half of
2025.

The Foreign Ministers of
the four nations said the
Quad would work together
in responding to the future
needs of the Indo-Pacific.

“As four partners, we
share a vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific that is
peaceful, stable and
prosperous, underpinned
by effective regional insti-
tutions,” the joint state-
ment said.

The Quad Foreign Minis-
ters also talked about the
centrality of 10-nation
grouping Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in the Indo-Pacif-
ic. “We reaffirm our unwa-
vering support for
ASEAN'’s centrality and un-
ity as well as mainstream-
ing and implementation of
the ASEAN Outlook on the
Indo-Pacific,” the Ministers
said.

“We respect Pacific-led
regional architecture, fore-
most the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum. We are also steadfast
in our support for the In-
dian Ocean Rim Associa-
tion, the region’s premier
organisation,” they said.



