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Surveillance reform is the need of the hour

The proposed legislation related to the personal data protection of citizens fails to consider surveillance

On December 20, a U.S, court rided that
Israel’s NSO Group was liable for installing
Pegasus, a spyware suite, on the phones of
targeted individuals through WhatsApp. In
an article dated July 20, 2021, Anushka
Jain and Tanmay Singh argue the growing
need for surveillance veform, stressing the
importance of privacy profections and the
risks of unchecked surveillance practices.
tis worth asking why the
government would need to hack
phones and install spyware when
existing laws already offer impunity
for surveillance. This unsettling query
arises on the basis of reports emerging
from a collaborative investigation by
Journalists from around the world,
incuding from India's The Wire, titled the
‘Pegasus Project’. Reports say that over
“300 verified Indian mobile telephone
numbers, including those used by
Ministers, Opposition leaders, journalists,
the legal community, businessmen,
government officials, scientists, rights
activists and others”, were targeted using
spyware made by the Israeli firm, NSO
Group.

Threat to press freedom

Subseguent reporting showed that the
Pegasus spyware had been used to target
37 phones, of which 10 belonged o
Indians. Amnesty International’s Security
Lab was then able to confirm that Pegasus
was used to compromise the phones of
former journalist of The Indian Express
Sushant Singh, former editor of the
Economic and Political Weekly Paranjoy
Guha Thakurta, former Outlook journalist
S.N.M. Abdi, and The Wire's two founding
editors Siddharth Varadarajan and M.K.
Venu.

These revelations highlight a disturbing
trend with regard to the use of hacking
software against dissidents and
adversaries, In 2019, similar allegations
were made about the use of Pegasus
against journalists and human rights
activists, Most of them were situated in
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh as the hack
targeted lawyers related to the Bhima
Koregaon case and Dalit activists,
respectively. However, despite repeated
calls for investigations, the relevant State
governments failed to do so.

A significant number of Indians
reportedly affected by Pegasus this time
are again journalists, This is not
surprising since the World Press Freedom
Index produced by Reporters Without
Borders has ranked India 142 out of 180
countries in 2021, What is shocking,
however, is that the press requires (and in
democracies is afforded) greater
protections on speech and privacy.
Privacy and free speech are what enable
good reporting. They protect journalists
against threats of private and
governmental reprisals against legitimate
reporting. This has been recognised in
Supreme Court decisions. In the absence
of privacy, the safety of journalists,
especially those whose work criticises the
government, and the personal safery of
their sources is jeopardised. Such a lack of
privacy, therefore, creates an aura of
distrust around these journalists and
effectively buries their credibility.

Problematic provisions

The government, in its purported
undated and unsigned response, relied on
existing provisions of law under the
Indian Telegraph Act of 1885 and the
Information Technology (IT) Act of 2000,
Even without the use of Pegasus or any

other hacking software and surveillance,
these provisions are problematic and
offer the government total opacity in
respect of its interception and meonitoring
activities. While the provisions of the
Telegraph Act relate to telephone
conversations, the IT Act relates wo all
communications undertaken using a
computer resource, Section 69 of the IT
Act and the Interception Rules of 2009
are even more opague than the Telegraph
Act, and offer even weaker protections to
the surveilled. No provision, however,
allows the government to hack the
phones of any individual since hacking of
computer resources, including mobile
phones and apps, is a criminal offence
under the IT Act. Nonetheless,
surveillance itself, whether under a
provision of law or without it, is a gross
violation of the fundamental rights of
citizens.
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The very existence of a surveillance
system impacts the right to privacy and
the exercise of freedom of speech and
personal liberty under Articles 19 and 21
of the Constitution, respectively. It
prevents people from reading and
exchanging unorthodox, controversial or
provocative ideas. Regardless of whether
a citizen knows that their email is being
read by the government, the perceived
danger, founded on reasonable suspicion
that this may happen, itself impacts their
ability to express, receive and discuss
such ideas,

There is also no scope for an individual
subjected to surveillance to approach a
court of law prior to or during or
subsequent to acts of surveillance since
the system itself is covert. In the absence
of parliamentary or judicial oversight,
electronic surveillance gives the executive
the power to influence both the subject of

surveillance and all classes of individuals,
resulting in a chilling effect on free
speech. Constitutional functionaries such
as a sitting judge of the Supreme Court
have reportedly been surveilled under
Pegasus without any checks outside the
executive wing of government. Vesting
such disproportionate power with one
wing of the government threatens the
separation of powers of the government.
In response to a Right to Information
{RTT) reqpuest in 2013, the Central
government had revealed that 7,500 to
9,000 orders for interception of
telephones are issued by it every month.
However, RTI requests for such
information are now denied citing threats
to national security and to the physical
safety of persons.

The govermment, in its purported
response, stated that any surveillance
which takes place happens through a
“due process of law”. However, the
existing provisions are insufficient w
protect against the spread of
authoritarianism since they allow the
executive to exercise a disproportionate
amount of power. Such surveillance,
when carried out entirely by the
executive, curtails Articles 32 and 226 of
the Constitution (empowering the
Supreme Court and High Courts,
respectively, to issue certain writs) as it
happens in secret. Thus, the affected
person is unable to show a breach of their
rights. This violates not only the ideals of
due process and the separation of powers
but also goes against the requirement of
procedural safeguards as mandated in
K.S. Puttaswamy (Reted) v. Uniem of lndia
{2007,

Role of JUDICIARY
Thus, in order to satisfy the ideal of “due
process of law”, to maintain an effective
separation of powers and to fulfill the
requirements of procedural safeguards
and natural justice, there needs to be
oversight from another branch of the
government. Only the judiciary can be
competent to decide whether specific
instances of surveillance are
proportionate, whether less onerous
alternatives are available, and to balance
the necessity of the govermment's
objectives with the rights of the impacted
individuals. The need for judicial
oversight over surveillance systems in
general, and judicial investigation into the
Pegasus hacking in particular, is also
essential because the leaked database of
targeted numbers contained the phone
number of a sitting Supreme Court judge,
which further calls into question the
independence of the judiciary in India.
Surveillance reform is the need of the
hour in India. Not only are existing
protections weak but the proposed
legislation related to the personal data
protection of Indian citizens fails to
consider surveillance while also providing
wide exemptions to government
authorities. When spy
and interception i
individuals surveilled will be shortlisted
by priority and perceived threat level to
the existing regime. But as spyware
becomes more affordable and
interception becomes more efficient,
there will no longer be a need to shortlist
individuals. Evervone will be potentially
subject to state-sponsored mass
surveillance, The only solution is
immediate and far-reaching surveillance
reform.
Anushka Jain is the Associate Counsel
(Surveillance and Transparency) and
Tanmay Singh is the Litigation Counsel at
Internet Freedom Foundation




What is Australia’s Online
Safety Amendment about?

How will ARSMI™s ensure compliance with the new age restrictions?

R.E.Vi]

The story so far:
ustralia’s House of
Representatives recently
passed the “Online Safety
Amendment (Social Media
Minimum Age) Bill, 20247 which imposes
obligation on certain social media
platforms 1o take reasonable steps w
prevent children under 16 years of age
from having an account.

What is the new law about?
The object of the amendment (a new Part
44 sovial media minimum age inserted in
Australia’s existing the Online Safory Act
of 2021) is to ‘reduce the risk of harm to
age-restricted users from certain kinds of
social media platforms™. The
age-restricted user shall mean “an
Australian child who has not reached 16
years'.

The age-restricred social media
platforms (ARSMP) affected by the
proposed amendment would cover (with

stme exclusions) an electronic service
which enables online social interacdon
between two or more end-users, and
allows end-users (o post material on the
service,

The Australian Minister of
Communication clarified that the
Eovernment expects the ARSMP will, at
minimum, include “TikTok, Facebook,
snapchat, Reddit, Instagram, X, among
athers.

How will the ban be implemented?
The law proposes that the providers of
ARSMPs 'must take reasonable steps to
prevent age-restricted users having
accounts with the age-restricted social
media platforms’, Failing to meet this
requirement may result in a maximum
civil penalty of $49.5 millions. However,
what is meant by ‘reasonable steps” is not
defined within the Bill.

It shall be the duty of the eSafery
Commissioner to formulate, in writing,
guidelines for taking reasonable steps to

| prevent age-restricted users having

accounts with age-restriceed social media
platforms and w promote those
guidelines,

The proposed restriction will not take
place earlier than 12 months after the
proposed day of enforcement. The
affected stakeholders shall be consulted
and government’s age assurance trial will
puide the industry on which age
assurance technologies would be
considered “reasonable’ and consistent
with mindrim age obligation. However, it
was confirmed that all account holders on
ARSMIs will have to verify their age,

The law does not otherwise place any
obligation on ARSMPs to prohibit people
under the age of 16 from accessing
content on their platforms. There is no
civil penalty for parents who provide
access to ARSMPs for children under 16,

What are privacy concerns?

It has been observed that ‘age assurance
technologies can pose privacy risks due o
the type and amount of data they collect,
store, use, and share’, With regard to

privacy concerns, the proposed law will
establish privacy obligations where an
‘entity” holds personal information about
an individual that was collected for the
purpose of taking reasonable steps to
establish identity. Penalties may be
imposed under the Privacy Act, 1988 if
the entity uses or discloses information,
without falling within cne of the
exceptions under the Act.

There will also be an obligation on
entities to destroy the collected
information ‘after using or disclosing it for
the purposes for which it was collected.
The government also announced its
intention to legislate a *Digital Duty of
Care’ to "place the onus on digital
platforms to proactively keep Australians
safe and better prevent online harms.'

Is social media harmiul to children?
Emerging research indicates that social
media may impact children’s mental
lrealth. Despite various benefits, the risks
of social media are also well
acknowledged.

However, a blanket ban to prohibit
children from using social media is not
considered to be the most advantageous
solution. Some researchers and
academnics expressed concern ‘that @ ban
is too blunt an instrument to address risks
effectively’. The Australian Greens
criticised saying that the legislation was
‘rushed, reckless and goes against the
evidence’,

R.E. VIj, a former Indian Police Service

afficer
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Australia's Online Safety
Armendmient (Social Media
Minimum Age| Bill, 2024,
mandates that platforms take
reasonable steps to pravent
children under 16 trom
creating accounts, with
penalties for nen-compliance
reaching 5495 million.

-

While aimed at reducing harm
ta children, the law raises
privacy concems aver data
cedlection for age verification,
with safeguards requaring the
destruction of personal data
after us= and penalties for
mistise under the Privacy Act,
1988,



U.S. and China renew S&T Agreement

What new measures were added to the Agreement in 20247 What does this indicate about the evolving relationship between the US. and China?

How has the US. benefited from its collaboration with China under this Agreement?

EXPLAINER
Krishna Ravi Srini

The story so far:
n December 13, China and the
U5, agreed to extend their
Agreement on Co-operation in
Seience and Technology for an
additional five years, effective from
Augusr 27, 2024, and also signed a
protocel to amend it. Observers have
welcomed the development as an
affirmation of svience and technology
cooperation between the two major
powers. The Agreement was first signed
on January 31, 1979, by Chinese leader
Deng Xiaoping and LLS. president Jirmmy
Carter at a time when both countries had
established diplomatic relations and
agreed to cooperate on agriculural
research and technology. Since then, the
Agreement has been renewed every five
years while expanding in scope. The
Agreement is governed by the ULS-PRC
Joint Commission on Scientific and
Technological Cooperation. The 1.5, and
China each appoint co-chairs and an
agency from each country is nominated
as the ‘executive agent’. There are also
additional protocols between agencies
and 40 sub-agreements in different areas,
from agriculture to nudear fusion.

Why do bilateral S&T agreements
matter?

Bilateral science and technology
agreements have been key to promote
cooperation in these fields, Often there

such agreements with 3 countries.

But while countries sign such
agreements as part of routine
engagements, both countries need to
have the capacity and intentions o
pursue the cooperation earnestly for the
instruments to succeed. Token initiatives
have never cut it, In this regard, the
Agreement between China and the 17,5 §s
probably the most successful of its kind,

‘What does the renewed agreement
stipulate?

Conflicts between the U5, and China,
particularly over technology exports to
Ching and concerns about China
overtaking the LS. in science and
technology indicators, have become
sticking points of late, To address them,
the newly amended Agreement has

GETTYIMAGES

Indeed, experts who reviewed the
Agreement have flagged China's ability to
make better use of the research
ecosystem and concerns about
imtellectual property rights. One report by
the Congressional Research Service
stated: “In 2007, U.5. patent and
trademark officials identified over 400
[Chinese] patents tied to |Agreement]
projects that [Chinal commercialised
without LLS. commercial benefit”

So, before the Agreement was renewed
this year, the U.5. was faced with three
options: to renew it as usual for five yvears,
to rescind it or to renew it with new
measures to restrict the scope and add
additional conditions. The ULS. opted for
the third, implying that while there are
deep concerns about the Agreement’s
continued usefulness to the U3, the

i Lmini jon would rather

are specific agr OF CoOf

pacts as part of a lrger engagement
framework. While these agreements don’t
mention specific investments in science
and technology, they often pave the way
for forms of cooperation that aren’t
confined to state institutions, They also
facilitate joint research, mobility between
the countries for students and scientists,
encourage insticutional cooperation, and
set up bilateral research centers. India has

to enbance provisions for

resparcher safety and data reciprocity.

The collaboration will henceforth be
eonfined to the intergovernmental level,
to hasic research, and to previously
identified themes of mutual benefit. The
instrument will also exclude cooperation
in eritical and emerging technologies to
assuage stakeholders that China won't
extract disproportionare benefits,
allegedly at the U.5'5 expense.

allow it to altogether expire or rescingd it

‘What has the U.S. gained?

China expanded its cooperation in
seience and technology in the 1970 by
signing agreements with the US.f and the
European Union. Until then these deals
Tad been restricted to some east
FEuropean countries and the erstwhile
Sovier Union. Between then and now, the

country has emerged as a strong
contender for the leadership of global
science.

According 1o one February 2024 paper,
China's research and development (R&D)
spending increased from $375 million in
1979 to $442 billion in 2021, second only
to the LS. 1n 1985, there were 2,770
Chinese undergraduate students in the
LLS. and 104,525 in 2000, Both the
number of papers coauthored by Chiness
and 1.8, authors and the variety of fields
in which this has happened have
increased. On the back of these data,
Deborah Seligsohn of the Centre for
Strategic and International Studies,
Washingron, DC, has argued that the LS,
wasn't poorly served by the Agreement
and has received significant value as well.

For the same reasons, the incoming
Trump administration isn't likely to
rescind the new agreement, although it
might attach more conditions and further
linmiit its scope. It will still be valuable to
China for keeping the door to nonzero
cooperation in science and technology,
including to promote the maobility of its
researchers, open. Likewise, the 1.5,
could maintain a handle on China’s rise
vis-a-vis seience and technology rather
than lase all leverage.

Inall, the Agreement teaches us that
while bilateral science and technology
agreements are important, making the
best use of them demands
capacity-building and sustained
Ivestment in R&D. Otherwise the
participating countries won't be able to
absorb the principal advantages such

ate, The Agr
catalysed China's transformation from a
‘junior partner” in 1979 to a formidable
competitor in 2024, Even if the ULS.
deems its success to be ‘extreme’, the
Agreement forces the two countries to
respond to each other's concerns using
the language of science and technology
and cooperation.
Krishne Rendi Srinivas is adfurict professor
of law, NALSAR University of Law,
Hyderabad, and consultant, RIS New Dethi
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The U5, and China renewed
their Agreement on
Co-operation in Science and
Technology for five years with
new amendments addressing
researcher safety and data
reciprocity,

-

The Agreement catalysed
China's rize from a juniar
partner in 1975 to & formidable
global competitor in science
and technology, marked by
massive growth in RED
spending, student exchanges,
and research outpat,

-

While Trump's administration
might scrutinise the Agreement
more closely, it recognises the
impartance of maintaining
cooperation with China,
particularky to monitor and
manage China's technological
advancements.



The lapses in the disaster management Bill

he Disaster
Management
(Amendment) Bill,
2024, raises serious
concerns. Instead of filling in the
gaps in the Disaster Management
Act (DMA), 2005, the Bill has
removed scope for participatory
governance, accountability, and
efficiency from the Act.

The lapses

First, the semantics. The Bill uses
top-down guarded terminology
such as ‘monitor’ and ‘guidelines’.
Instead, terms such as
‘supervision' and ‘direction’ could
have established greater trust and
bonding with communities and
local governments. On the other
hand, in global legal research
documents, such as the Yokohama
Strategy, the Hyogo Framework
for Action, and the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction, local communities are
known as the ‘first responders’ to
disasters. It is imperative to build
on the capacities and wisdom of
local communities.

Second, even though the Bill
defines a ‘hazard’, ‘resilience’, and
‘vulnerability’, these definitions
are mere mechanical words or
inconsequential without
acknowledging the substantive
roles of local communities,
panchayats, wards and NGOs in
disaster management. Whether
during Cyclone Aila in 2009 in the
Sundarbans, the Kedarnath glacial
lake outburst flood of 2013, or the
floods in Kerala in 2018, villagers
and fisherfolk began rescuing
people before the National
Disaster Response Force or Coast
Guards could reach the victims.

The Bill is silent on
intersectional discrimination.
Whenever authorities are open to
ajust approach to discrimination
and vulnerability, the datasets
change phenomenally. [gnoring
intersectional vulnerability even
after 20 years of the Act weakens
the Bill’s claim to be holistic and
inclusive. Women, the disabled,
“lower” castes, and LGBTQIA
communities may not show the
several layers of discrimination

Amita Singh
Founder Chairperson,
Special Centre for
Disaster Research,
and former Professor,
Centre for Law and
Governance, JNU

Instead of filling
in the gaps in
the Disaster
Management
Act, 2005, the
Bill has
removed scope
for participatory
governance,
accountability,
and efficiecncy
from the Act

they suffer.

There is also nothing in the Bill
on the performance evaluation of
district authorities. If the
authorities had failed to be
prepared for a disaster and then a
disaster strikes, sometimes they
try to take attention away from

measurable indices for
performance assessment of
officials in the field are fuzzy or
inaccurately mentioned.

The Bill also suffers from
speciesism. The thousands of
animals which die after every
disaster are not even mentioned.

their dereliction of duty The District Disaster
and bring focus to ﬁ,‘% Management Authorities
individual philanthropy — — % — (DDMA) seem to have
efforts. This makes the 2 O O INDIAN  little responsibility in
ground fertile for OCEAN i nlementing the
political poaching of the ISL’NAM_I, Animal Birth Control
electorate. (ABC) Rules, 2023,

The Bill excludes ‘law and
order” from the Act. Tt clarifies
that, ‘the expression “man made
causes™ does not include any law
and order related matter’. Why
then does it bring the State
Director Generals of Police into
the State Executive Committees
(SECs)?

Accountability is the next
casualty. Sections 12 and 13 of the
DMA, which covered the
minimum standards of relief for
disaster victims and the possibility
of loan repayment relief, have
been omitted. Similarly, Section
19, which demanded that State
governments follow guidelines on
minimum standards of relief, has
also been dropped. These Sections
also carried special provisions for
widows, orphans, the homeless,
and provided ex gratia assistance
on account of loss of life as also
assistance on account of damage
to houses and for restoration of
means of livelihood. There is no
replacement for this in the Bill.

The DMA had made some
mandatory requirements for
better enforcement of disaster
management provisions by
various departments and
ministries under the Government
of India. Section 35(2b) and
Section 35(2d) that ensured
integration and preparedness in
the plans have been dropped in
the Bill. At another place, the SEC
no longer has to do basic
homework for preparedness; sub
clauses (2a) and (2b) of Section 22
are deleted in the Bill. There is
little in terms of good governance
in the Bill as most of its

brought out by the same
government. This gap fails the
Rules as well as the preparedness
for a disaster.

The Bill suggests an Urban
Disaster Management Authority
(UDMA) under Section of 41A.
What brought the need for this
additional authority? It is unclear.
The Municipal Corporation is the
highest revenue generator for any
city as it controls land. buildings,
builders, and property taxation.
But in what way can a Municipal
Corporation improve disaster
management if it encourages
urban flooding by allowing
encroachments over aquifers,
water bodies, city forests, river

beds and markets?

Regional collaboration

Finally, the world is grappling with
zoonotic and epizootic diseases.
Given this scenario, a regional
plan of action through increased
trust, collaboration, and
emergency strategies was awaited.
The Bill could have mentioned
regional groupings such as SAARC,
BIMSTEC, and BRICS, to be
approached in the event of a
disaster. The Bill was expected to
encourage international
collaboration, democratisation,
and decentralisation of the role
and responsibilities of the National
Disaster Management Authority. It
could have at least referred to the
2011 SAARC Agreement on Rapid
Response to Natural Disasters.
Given the porous boundaries of
South Asian countires, to ignore
regional collaboration is a serious
lapse.



The lessons from a spectrum of areas

he 2004 tsunami affected a number of

countries, making it a truly global disaster.

There are six critical lessons we must
consider.

First, the importance of mangroves in
providing natural protection to coastal areas —
they serve as vital buffers against waves.
Unfortunately, the significant destruction of
mangroves in India and other countries — to
promote shrimp farming, meet basic wood and
fuel needs, and for tourism — has disrupted the
natural ecosystem. In many cases, the
construction of artificial barriers (brick and
martar walls), may actually increase people’s
susceptibility to the damaging effects of waves.

Social changes

Second, keeping commaon resources such as
beaches in the public domain is crucial. In
Thailand, the privatisation of coastlines during
the 1980s and 1990s allowed private interests to
develop hotels and leisure activities, displacing
local communities. This led to significant changes
in labour, including the rise of the sex industry.
Additionally, a large section of the population
transitioned to informal sector jobs. Thailand's
economy became highly vulnerable to global
fluctuations, and is a lesson for India.

Third, the tsunami created winners and losers
in the market. Rents, the price of land, goods,
and services all rose, benefiting only asset owners
and service providers. The disruption of local
markets led to the replacement of local products
with externally sourced goods, disrupting
interdependent local economies. A number of
people transitioned from traditional livelihoods
to casual, low-paid labour, The push for
mechanised fishing became particularly
noticeable, displacing traditional artisanal fishing
practices using catamarans. The degradation of
natural resources intensified, leading to
over-fishing, waste accumulation, loss of fish
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Pushpendra
Kumar

a former professor at
the Tata Institute of
Social Sciences,
Mumbai. He worked
in tsunami relief and
rehabilitation in
affected countries

A response
system needs o

be well-rounded.

looking at every
aspect from
natural systems
to social
structures

breeding areas, and further erosion of beaches
and soil. Addressing these economic processes of
production, consumption, and exchange —
aggravated by privatisation and liberalisation — is
a challenge. Unfortunately, no studies exist to
measure these patterns,

A worsening of inequalities
Fourth, there are lessons to be learned
about relief efforts and long-term
rehabilitation, It is not surprising that
the social structures that create and
sustain discrimination, injustice, and
exclusion in society continue doing so
during and after disasters. In a highly stratified
society such as India, relief and rehabilitation
efforts can often reinforce and even exacerbate
pre-existing inequalities, discrimination, and
marginalisation.

Evidence from tsunami-affected countries
sugpests that social divisions significantly affected
access to relief and rehabilitation services. There
was a notable tendency to overlook the needs of
vulnerable groups, including labourers, Dalits,
tribes, immigrants, ethnic minorities, widows,
and single women, in the distribution of relief
and rehabilitation unless some vocal groups
advocated their cause. In Thailand,
undocumented Burmese or Lao migrants, many
of whom suffered serious injuries and required
urgent medical attention, had to go into hiding to
avoid arrest. In Sri Lanka, Tamil minorities in the
east and northern regions received significantly
less assistance despite suffering much greater
devastation.

Furthermore, asset-based damage assessment
tended to favour better-off segments of the
affected. Within India’s fishing community,
labourers engaged in fishing, retail businesses,
and ancillary activities continued to suffer until
fishing activity resumed but received little
compensation. In some communities, the relief

200

o
TRDIAN
OCEAN

provided barely met basic subsistence needs,
while others experienced excessive aid.

Fifth, gender-insensitive relief and
rehabilitation policies often accentuated the
vulnerability of women. In Indian fishing
communities, women are typically
involved in activities related to the
processing and marketing of fish or in
non-fishing jobs such as collecting
shells or running food stalls. They
rarely own property or assets in their
name. During the relief and
rehabilitation, in many cases, their
livelihood needs were overlooked.
Reliefand rehabilitation packages were
distributed based on lists of affected persons
prepared by the fish worker panchayats, leading
to women lacking access to relief measures,
Widows from fish worker communities faced
difficulties in receiving assistance, as they did not
possess identity cards issued by the Fisheries
Department. The important takeaway is that
social divisions must be carefully addressed at
every stage of relief and rehabilitation.

Engagement with local structures

Sixth, it is crucial for relief agencies to respect
community-based local institutions, especially in
coastal communities where organisation revolves
around the concept of commons. Unlike agrarian
or urban areas. democratic practices in fishing
communities, such as kuppams, rely on active
debate rather than elections. The tsunami
revealed that outside agencies often imposed
their own notions of democracy, which
undermined local capacities and resilience by
fostering individualism and dependence, While
issues such as gender insensitivity exist within
these commumities, a critical and long-term
engagement with local structures would be more
eftective in addressing these concerns rather than
demonising them,



Key partnership

India and Kuwait are trying to deepen
ties during a crucial period

P rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Ku-

wait, the first by an Indian Prime Minister

since 1981, and nearly 12 years since a vi-
sit by the Kuwaiti Prime Minister to India, com-
pleted the loop in India’s outreach to the Gulf
countries. Kuwait is a key Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member. Half a million Indians
work there, making them the largest expatriate
community. This community has grown on the
foundations laid by historical trade and travel ties
— few would remember that Kuwait was an entre-
pot for India’s trading routes across West Asia,
courtesy the British East India company; the Ku-
waiti elite had homes in Mumbai and until 1961,
when Kuwait won its independence, the Indian
rupee was legal tender. Bilateral trade even today
tops $10 billion, which is considerable given Ku-
wait’s smaller size. Kuwait is India’s sixth largest
crude supplier and fourth largest LPG supplier,
meeting 3% of its energy needs. However, while
people-to-people links and trade have continued,
ties have lagged in strategic areas and defence
cooperation, with some residual misgivings due
to India’s close ties with Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.
This is a gap that Mr. Modi’s visit sought to bridge,
with the announcement of a Kuwait partnership,
the latest in India’s strategic partnerships in the
region. After talks with the Kuwaiti Emir, Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the two
sides signed an MoU to institutionalise defence
cooperation. Kuwait’s highest hanour, the Order
of Mubarak Al-Kabeer, was conferred on Mr. Mo-
di, cementing the importance of the visit.

The visit came at an important moment in the
broader region. The continuing bombardment of
Gaza by Israel, and attacks on Lebanon and Ye-
men are making West Asia peace a more fragile
and distant proposition. The ouster of the Assad
regime from Syria has also empowered Islamist
radicals and could spell more violence. In addi-
tion, key Indian infrastructure and connectivity
initiatives such as the [2U2 and IMEC may not see
any further progress until the situation calms.
The incoming Trump administration’s domestic
priorities in the U.S. and Europe’s preoccupation
with the Russia-Ukraine conflict will leave a possi-
ble vacuum of support and leadership for many
of the world’s other trouble spots. This is an im-
portant moment for India to strengthen bilateral
ties with each of the countries in the region, and
secure energy and connectivity lines, while en-
suring the welfare and rights of over eight million
Indians living and working there. Despite the Op-
position’s criticism of Mr. Modi’s frequent visits
abroad, New Delhi may find it needs to plan more
such international standalone forays for the
Prime Minister in the near future.



How the 2004 Indian Ocean quake
transformed tsunami science

The transoceanic reach of the 2004 tsunami was a big surprise. With no recorded history of any event of such magnitude, researchers had not
anticipated it occurring along Indias castern seaboard. But in the two decades since, their understanding of tsunamis has leapt forward

Kusala Rajendran
C. 1. Rajendran

ccember 26, 2024, marks the

20th year since the 2004

Indian Ocean arthquake and

tsunami, The tsunami
penerated by the quake of magitude 9.1
was sourced off the Surmatran coast and
was the third kargest (by magnitude) in
the world since 1900. The souree was 30
km below the ocean Boor, in the Sunda
trench, where part of the Indo-Australian
plate subducts beneath the Burma
micropiate, which is 2 part of the
Eurasan plste

The 2004 earthquake ripped through
1,300 km of the plate boundary, the fault
tearing from Sumatra in the south to Cocn
KEkands in the north. The quake was telt in
Indonesia, Bangladesh, India, Malaysia,
the Maldives, Myanmar, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, and Thailand. It caused severe
darmage and kilked hundreds in Northern
Surnatra and in the Andaman and Nicobar
Edands. The tyunami was most impactful
on distant shores, affecting |7 countries
Taniryg the Indsan Ocean.

In all, with an astounding death twll of
around 227,000 plus 1.7 million more
displaced, the 2004 tsunumi s the
deadiiest in recorded history.

Unprecedented magnitude
T less than six yesars, on March 11, 2010, 4
magitude 9.1 earthquake hit the east
coast of Japan, the langest ever recorded
I that counry. i generited a tsunami
that reacheed & high as 39 metres and
travelled up to 8 km inland. The twin
disasters killed more than 18,000 people,
displaced moce than 500,000, and
in the Fukushima Datichi nucear

power plant accident,

Althoiggh devastatlog sunamis have
occurred in the past - 1960 Chile and

d Nicabar lsdands, in 2004, Th

partof th
VARG MG TTE WG

incloding India 1o search for evidence of
tsunamis in history. Atwater’s work along

1964 Alaska, for example - the two 21st the Washington coast of the western U.S,
century events taught us important had revealed evidence of an carthquake
lessons. Particularly, the 2004 tsunami and tsunami in 1700, plus their

bow the workd was One fas, part of this
to natural hazards. it landed like a bolt vmvk was the ise of Lund elevation

from the sky, hitting the most unexpected

changes caused by the earthquake, which
ledt trees st d or just killed them.

locations, and placed o premi the:
impaortance of tackling disaster risk
through preparedness and resilience

As Margareta Wahlstrém, head of the
UN Dffice for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR), observed b a panel discussion:
“Ten years after the Indian Ocean
tsunami, the workd has taken significant
measures to make the world a safee place
agalnst disasters”

The 2004 tsunami surpri
researchers and h:umd numpmt abike
with fis transoceanic reach. With no
recorded history of any event of such

Atwater had used the imprints of these
effects to determine when some peece of
land had been deformed and thus when it
wits sulfering the effects of a tsunamigenic
earthquake,

Inspections of subsided mangrove
swamps revealed how the 2004
earthquake had rendered changes in
elevation of up to 3.5 metres at some
places along the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. Scientists also wondered #f there
could have been past events that akso
(-lu!sﬂl lhe-mngrvws to subside, As it

hada't anticipated it occurring alony
India’s eastern seshoard. The oaly
previous tsunamis had occurred in 1881,
caused by a large earth (magnitude
-8) off Car Nicobar iskand, .lnd anather n
1883 due to the explosion of Krakatoa,
These events produced culy small sea
surges as recorded by tide gauges it
different polnts on the east coast,

However, in the two decades since
2004, researchers have nude
tremendous leaps in the scientific
understanding of isunam generation and
the technical aspects of earthquake
monitoring, The Indian Tsunarni Early
Warning Centre (ITEWC), established in
2007 by the Unlon Ministry of the Earth
Sciences of the Government of India, is
perhaps the most significant step in this
direction.

Operating from the Indian National
Centre for Ocean Information Services
(INCOIS) at Hyderabad, ITEWC operates
seismobogieal stations as well as bottom
pressure recorders and tidal stations.
across the Indian Ocsan basin — all 24/7.
These systems can transmit offshore and
deep oeean tsunami observations that
enable earty warnings. Earthquake data
from the stations operated by the india
Meteorological Department (IMD) and
350 obal stations are also available at
INCOIS.

Ocean monitoring systems also pass
data in real time. In about 10 minutes, for
example, the system can identity a
potential tsunami-producing earthquake
and kssue tsunami alerts or wamings -
depending on the expected severity - for
countries bordering the Indian Ocean,
India is the fifth country in the world,
after the U-S., Japan, Chile, and Australia,
o have an advanced tsunami warning
system of this kind.

A new practice
The 2004 incident also spurred impotant
new developments in research. The work
of sunami geology, ploneered by Brian

Atwater of the US, Geological Survey,
prompred researchers in Astan countries

had
m»pe-ned the mMns of the | past and
exposed thedr skeletons, In the form of
ad roots sticking out from tidal
placforms during a low tide. Such roots
exposed near Port Blalr were used to infer
that the last earthquake had ocourred
about a thousand years ago.
= .

26,2004,

along the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
strengrhening seismic observations and
peodetic studies,

In another important step, the tsunami
maodelling using mathematical tools
helped researchers determine inundation
lirnits. In particular, the disaster provided
a stark retninder that nuclear power
plants established along Indian coasts
coukl be vulnerable to a hitherto
underestimated risk. While the
Kalpakkam nuclear power plant
withstood the glang waves, It also shut
down automatically after the rising water
Jevels trippesd the detectors. There was iy
release of rudioactive material and the
reactor was restarted six days Liter.

But the 2011 Tohoku earthquake
reminded the world, and India, how
quickly a nuclear disaster can happen in
the absence of a fallsafe. It was clear the
racliation frosm the Fulkashina facility had
entered the human food chain.

Researchers even found radioactive
caesium in the breast milk of some
women tested near Fukushima prefecture
three months after the disaster. What if
the waves In 2004 had been high enough
to damage the reactors at Kalpakkam?

This guestion continues to resonate as

a part
of the Pallava dynasty, unearthed
evidence of a tsunami of the same
vintage. It was the first proof of a
pre2004 tsunami reported by an Indian
team, Researchers abio sifted through
sedimentary deposits along the iskinds
and coastal areas of the mainland to find
evidence of other ancient tsunamis, while
Tearning 1 distinguish between tsunami
and storm deposits,

This effort is a good examphe of how
the 2004 tsunami promxed the sckence
of tsunami geology to become a new
practice, leading to many new research
papers and doctoral theses. The demand
lor more knowledge dmu( tsunamis also
facilitated quantum Jeaps in the use of
GPS systems and earthquake
instrumentation. With funding from the
Ministry of Earth Sciences, research
institutes established several new stations

The na. 3 nuciear r(m‘mfdlhtil‘mhma Oaichi mlr\'nrpwm ltln( hur‘!m: aher

and tsunami 1

the gover has been pursuing large
developmental projects in Great Car
Nicobar, mdud.mg the construction of an

Excavations at Mahabalipuram, a
port of the Pallava dynasty,
unearthed evidence of i tsunami
of the same vintage, Rescarchers
also sifred through sedlmenlary
deposits along coastal areas of
the mainland to find cvidence of
other ancient tsunamis

tsunamis. The Makrun Coast, cuttbng
throughs Iran and Pakistan, could direct a
tsunami's enerdy towards India's west
coast, which also hests auclear reactors
and the city of Mumhai

A major milestone

Selence tells us that stress builds between
tectonie plates until it reaches a critical
strain, at which point the accurmilated

energy is released as an

carthquake. Subduction zones fike the
Andaman-Sunmatra region are hecoming
simificant as they provide clues to
earthquake generation. The discovery of
slow slips — tectonie Baults that move
many orders of magnitude slower and
generally just a bit deeper - has also
added a new dimension to this picture,

Of late, resenrchers have been studving
seismic shps at plxc boundaries to
that

terminal.

Some experts have als that the
Last great t"ﬂhlllah‘ that atfected llu-
region before 2004 was a

m r jor . They
lnw el Id.uul lhr oocurrence of
c slip

s0 there is no imminent danger. But (hl;
question on how much we still

du-n know. Whae i un vnbroken pach of
the subduction zone between Myanmar
and India gives way? A still-unexamined
portion of the crust between Great
Nicobar and Car Nicobar suddenly
breaking into a powerful
atsunami can't be ruled out.

Experts and polieymukers must also
focus on other problem spots, like the
Makran Coust in the norther Arabian Sea
and the Myanmar coast adjoining the
Northern indian Ocean. Both of them
have the potential to produce large

3 ¥

and

mnwnsushu Iahnmofv experiments
and numerical simulations. Some of these
studdies huve implications for earthquake
prediction: they indicate a creative
process that initially involves stable, slow
rupture growth within a contined zone on
a faault just before unstable, high speed

upture.

One paper published in 2015
(eoauthored by voe of the authors of this
article) indicated a percepeible downward
ground movement in South Andaman
between 2003 and 2004, before the
carthquake - a silent event with a
moment magninxde of 6.3, This event
could have been the precursor to the
megathrust earthquake. Analyses of
prodetic dara on a wider set of global
earthquakes published in Science also

After it happened, the 2004
Andaman-Sumatra carthquake became a
major miestone in modemn s
research, providing science with a
treasure trove of data 10 help dean new

about earthquake generation and
related hazards.

(Kusala Rajendran is a former professor
at the Centre for Earth Sclences, Indian
Institute of Sclence, Bengaluru. CP
Rajendran is an ad professor at the
National tnstiture of Advanced Sciences,
Wnru They are authors of the book

'he Rumbling Earth - The Story of Indian

cprafendranggrmatl.com)



‘We want to be among the top five maritime nations by 2047’

of the modern facilities and that the country’s performance in cargo operations has been exemplary over the last 10

INTERVIEW

Sarbananda
Sonowal

Dinakar Peri
Sreeparna Chakrabarty

he soon-o-be

enacted twin Bills

— the Coastal Ship-
ping Bill and the Merchant
Shipping Bill - will provide
a huge impetus to coastal
shipping, hesides enhanc
ing [ndian ship ownesship
and promoting ease of do-
ing business in the coun-
try, says Union Minster for
Shipping and Ports Sarba-
nanda Sonowal. He speaks
on maritime vision 2047,
wurism and other recent
legislations. Excerpts:

Can you elaborate on
the maritime vision
20477

In the last 10 years, this

sector has seen exemplary
performance, According to

large international cruise ships are coming to I
[akh crore will be invested in sectors such as ship

Warld Bank Logistics Per-
formance Index reports,
2023, among 139 coun-
tries, India’s position im-
proved from 54 to 38 fn the
last 10 years due to various
initiatives, If we talk of con-
winer dwell time [time
spent by a cango container
ata port or terminal before
its moved out], it is about
three days, which is much
better than in muny ad-
vanced countries. In ruma-
round time fdme required
for a ship to unload its car-
go and depart], ours is 0.9
duys, beter than Canada,
Australia, Germany and
the US.

We have more than 176
maritime nations across
the workd, Among them,
we want to become the
world leader in different
verticals like shipbuilding,
ship repair and ship recy-
cling. By 2030, we want 10
become one of the top 10
nations, and by 2047, we
wat to be among the top
five. S0 this is the vision we
have developed and wha
tever followup action is

needed to be undertaken,
that has already started.

When the maritme Am:
rit Kaal Vision 2047 was
faunched by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi last
year, it was decided to
make an investment of
more than 280 lakh crore
in 25 years of our journey
in different verticals ike
shipbuilding, green ports,
green shipping, and mo-
dernisation of ports, etc.
For example, in cargo han
dling capaity, the target is
o reach 10,000 million
meulc tonnes by 2047, To-
, we have a capacity to
!undlu 1,600 million me-
tric tonne,

To become a world kead-
er, we have to develop
world-class  ecosystem
with glohal standards in all
the verticals, be it port

management systems, car-
go handling, shipbuilding,
ship repair, ship recycling,
also in all kinds of cruises
ocean  cruise,  coastal
crulse, river crulse and in-
land waterways, coastal
shipping and EXIM (ex-

R RAGHU

port-impart) cargo. In all
these verticals, India will
have to showcase its credi-
hility, quality, and
capabiliy.

1s the Ministry working

We have already deve
loped six international
crulse terminals. They are
like airports, as in, whatey
er failities are there in air-

ing green ports and modernisation of ports, he adds: part of the Lothal maritime museum will open by September 2025

ports, same Iacllmes are
bei

| in these

tions ew., are Dbeing
provided.

We have also worked on
lighthouse  tourism. We
have more than 200 light
houses along our coas-
thmes. Earlier, up to 2014,
the tourist footfall was enly
4.34 lakh, but now it has
gone up o 1619 lakh,
which is a 273 % growth in
10 years® time.

The Union Cabinet gave
approval to the National
Maritime Heritage
Complex project in
Lothal, Gujarat, in
October. What is the

d by when

cruise terminals Many in-
ternational  cruise  liners
like Cordelia and Costa Se-
rena are coming to these
terminals. These are sume
of the largest cruise liners
in the world. These quality
ships are coming (o India
because of the modern fa-
cilivies. Not only Infrastruc
ture but also various other
measures o promote
cruise tourism, including
incentives like tax exemp-

can it be completed?

When the entire project Is
completed, it would be the
largest maritime museum
in the world. It is expected
to be completed by 2029,
Its Phiase-1A would be open
10 people from September
2025,

International coliabora-
tions with more than 20
countries have been pro
posed for development of

the complex. These collab-
orations will bring in joint
maritme research activi

ties, preservation of marl-
time heritage, exchange of
information,  unefacts,
technical know-haw,
among other things.

This (NMHC) would be &
centre for learning. study
and research globally on
maritime issues. Here you
will discover precious in-
formation related to mari-
time activities across the
world in various civilisa-

S

‘The project is anticipat-
e to have  daily footfall of
up to 25000 and will
create 22,000 jobs. At pre-
sent, 65% physical pro-
gress for the phase 1A of
the project has  been
achieved.

Can you talk of the
recent laws that have
been emacted?

Legislative reforms are cru-
cial for growth and deve-
lopm

simplification of laws and
the adoption of global best
practices.

The revamped  Major
Port Autherity Act, Nation
al Waterways Act, Inland
Vessel Act, and Recycling
of Ships Act have already
accelerated  growth  and
unlocked the hitherto un
apped poential of the
port, waterways, and ship
recycling sectors.

Two new legislations,
the Coastal Shipping Bill
and the Merchant Shipping
Hill, are soon t be enact
ed. These will provide o
huge impetus to coastal
shipping, integrating coas
tal and inland waterways,
enhancing Indian ship ow
nership, promoting coastal
security, combating ma-
rine pollution, securing
seafarer’s welfare along
with regulating quality
maritime training, boost
ingt shipbuilding and ship
recycling, and promoting
ease of doing business In
India.

(For full interview,
Ko to bit, lySonosalinty



Salman Rushdie’s
The Satanic Verses
available in India

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Satanic Verses, a con-
troversial book by British-
Indian novelist Salman
Rushdie, is available for
purchase in India, 36 years
after the Rajiv Gandhi go-
vernment banned the
work.

Bahrisons Booksellers
here has a “limited stock”
of the book, whose content
has been deemed to be
blasphemous by Muslim
organisations the world ov-
er. “It has been a few days
since we got the book, and
the response has been very
good so far. The sale has
been good,” Rajni Malho-
tra, owner of the books-
tore, said.

“This groundbreaking &
provocative novel has cap-
tivated readers for decades
with its imaginative story-
telling and bold themes. It
has also been at the centre
of intense global contro-
versy since its release,
sparking debates on free
expression, faith, & art,”
the bookseller said in a
poston X.

In a post on the social
media platform, Manasi
Subramaniam, editor-in-
chief, Penguin Random
House India, said: “‘Lan-
guage is courage: the abili-
ty to conceive a thought, to
speak it, and by doing so to
make it true.” At long last.
@SalmanRushdie’s The Sa-
tanic Verses is allowed to
be sold in India after a 36-
year ban.”

In November, the Delhi
High Court closed the pro-
ceedings on a petition chal-

Salman Rushdie

lenging the ban. The order
came after government
authorities failed to submit
the notification dated Oc-
tober 5, 1988, which
banned the import of the
book.

“In the light of the afore-
said circumstances, we
have no other option ex-
cept to presume that no
such notification exists,
and therefore, we cannot
examine the validity there-
of and dispose of the writ
petition as infructuous,”
the court said.

The book ran into trou-
ble shortly after its publica-
tion, eventually leading to
Iranian leader Ruhollah
Khomeini issuing a fatwa
calling on Muslims to kill
Mr. Rushdie and his pu-
blishers. Mr. Rushdie spent
nearly 10 years in hiding in
the U.K. and the U.S. In July
1991, the novelist’s Japa-
nese translator Hitoshi Iga-
rashi was killed in his of-
fice. On August 12, 2022,
Lebanese-American Hadi
Matar stabbed Mr. Rushdie
on stage at a lecture, leav-
ing him blind in one eye.

The book has evoked a
mixed response from read-
ers, especially due to its
price.



Centre yet to formally
scrap FMR with Myanmar

Tighter guidelines issued to regulate movement of people between the two countries; earlier,

those living within 16 km of border were allowed to cross but the limit has now been set at 10 km

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

onths after an-
M nouncing that the

Free Movement
Regime (FMR) along the
Myanmar border has been
entirely suspended, the
Union Home Ministry has
brought in fresh protocol to
regulate the movement of
people living within 10 kilo-
metres on either side of the
largely unfenced interna-
tional border.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
the notification ending the
FMR, which involves a bi-
lateral agreement with
Myanmar, is yet to be noti-
fied by the External Affairs
Ministry.

Home Minister Amit
Shah had announced on
February 8 that the FMR
had been scrapped to en-
sure internal security of the
country and to maintain
the demographic structure
of the northeastern States.
However, the new guide-
lines indicate that the re-
gime has not been done
away with but stricter regu-
lations, such as reducing
the range of free move-
ment to 10 km from the ear-
lier 16 km, have been intro-
duced.

“There have been verbal
announcements on ending
FMR but formal orders are
awaited,” the official said.

A February 16 order by
the Manipur Governor re-
garding temporary suspen-
sion of the FMR along the

. - e

Dividing line: The 1,643-km-long

border with Myanmar runs along

Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram. FILE PHOTO

Manipur border said,
“MHA, Government Of In-
dia has recommended for
scrapping the FMR to MEA,
Gol and a formal order in
this regard is awaited.”

The scrapping of the
FMR was opposed by Naga-
land and Mizoram. The Na-
galand government, led by
the Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party, an ally of
the BJP, has passed a reso-
lution in the Assembly
against scrapping the FMR.

In Manipur, Chief Minis-
ter N. Biren Singh has attri-
buted the ongoing ethnic
violence, which  has
claimed more than 250
lives since May 2023, to the
unregulated movement of
people from across the bor-
der. On September 23,
2023, he urged the Home
Ministry to cancel the FMR
along the India-Myanmar
border.

A senior government of-
ficial said that pressure
from political circles and ci-
vil society groups was one
of the reasons for finalising

the “Instructions for regu-
lation of cross-border
movement of people of
border area across the In-
do-Myanmar Border” from
43 designated entry and ex-
it points, instead of entirely
scrapping the regime.

Familial and ethnic ties
The FMR came into exis-
tence in 1968 as people on
either side of the border
have familial and ethnic
ties. The territorial limit of
free movement then was
40 km, which was reduced
to 16 km in 2004, and addi-
tional regulations were en-
forced in 2016.

According to the new
guidelines, a resident
crossing the border from
India to Myanmar will be
given a “border pass” by
the Assam Rifles for stay up
to seven days in the neigh-
bouring country. The As-
sam Rifles is the primary
border guarding force
along the 1,643-km-long
border with Myanmar
along the States of Aruna-

chal Pradesh (520 km), Na-
galand (215 km), Manipur
(398 km) and Mizoram (510
km).

New rules

For entry into India from
Myanmar, individuals will
have to report at the desig-
nated border crossing
points and fill a form.

The Assam Rifles will
conduct the document in-
spection followed by a se-
curity and health check by
the State police and health
department officials, res-
pectively.

The Assam Rifles will
upload all the forms on the
Indo-Myanmar Border por-
tal, record biometrics, and
issue a border pass with a
photograph of the appli-
cant and a QR code. The
pass will have to be depo-
sited on return at the same
crossing point before com-
pletion of seven days.

The protocol stated that
the police will do physical
checks to verify the visit of
Myanmar nationals as per
the details provided in the
border pass and anyone
violating the conditions
will face legal action.

Eight pilot entry and exit
points will be made func-
tional immediately on sta-
bilisation of software and
deployment of staff. Anoth-
er 14 entry points will be
activated on procurement
and installation of biomet-
ric machines and the re-
maining 21 points after put-
ting in place requisite
infrastructure.



45,000-cr. Ken-Betwa link project launched

Modi lays the foundation stone for the river-linking project aimed at solving the water woes of the Bundelkhand region, spread across parts of the States of Uttar Pradesh and

Madhya Pradesh; PM credits Dr: Ambedkar’s vision for river valley projects, claims the Congress never gave architect of the Constitution credit for water conservation efforts

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Wednesday  laid

the foundarion stone for
the Ken-Betwa river-link-
ing project in Madhya Pra-
desh’s Khajuraho, aimed at
solving the water woes of
the Bundelkhand region,
spread across parts of Ut-
tar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. The project is es-
timated to cost around
45,000 crore.

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Modi credited Dr. B.R,
Ambedkar’s vision for In-
dia’s major river valley pro-
Jjects, and accused the Con-
gress of not giving due
recognition to the architect
of the Constitution,

“The major river valley
projects of India were
based on the vision of Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar. The
Central Water Commission

exists today because of the
efforts of Dr. Ambedkar
but the Congress never
gave him credit for his wa-
ter-conservation  efforts,
No one was even allowed
to know about it,” he said,
amid the ongoing contro-
versy over Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah’s remarks
on Dr. Ambedkar. The Con-
gress had staged protests
seeking Mr. Shah’s resigna-
tion over the issue.

“Who thought of a vi-
sionary  water-conserva-
tion plan? The truth was
suppressed. The true ser-
vant was forgotten so that
credit could go to one per-
son. | tell you that after the
country  got Indepen-
dence, the credit for the
farsightedness behind In-
dia’s water management
and construction of dams
goes to Babasaheb Ambed-
kar," he said,

Mr. Modi said that the
Congress governments of
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foundation stone for river linking project m Khajuraho, asa

the past were “experts in
making announcements”
but did not have the "in-
tention to implement the
schemes”.

Prosperity on cards

He claimed that the Ken-
Betwa project will bring
prosperity to the drought-
prone Bundelkhand re-
gion, “The people of Bun-
delkhand struggled for ev-

ery drop of water but the
previous governments did
not find any permanent so-
lution to the water crisis.”
“Even after seven de-
cades of Independence,
disputes over river water
between States continued
but no concrete efforts
were made to  resolve
them,” Mr. Modi said.
“When Atal [Bihari Vaj-
payee] ji's government was

SP hails project,
Congress flags
ecological impact

NEW DELHI

While the Congress on
Wednesdasy described the
Ken-Betwa river linking project
as “another proof” of
difference between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's “talk
and walk™ on environment, the
SP sought to take credit for
conceptualising it. » PAGE 5

formed, he came up witha
permanent solution
through the river-linking
initiative and even started
the work but it was discon-
tinued after 2004, Today,
Atal ji's dream is about to
be realised,” he added.
The Ken-Betwa river
linking project is expected
to address drinking and ir-
rigation water needs of at
least 10 districts of Madhya

Pradesh and various dis-
tricts of Uttar Pradesh. The
project is also aimed at
generating more than 100
MW of hydropower and 27
MW of solar energy.

The Prime Minister also
laid foundation for the
Daudhan dam irrigation
project, which is expected
to address irrigation needs
of 11 lakh hectares of land
in the region.

Mr. Modi said that Mad-
hya Pradesh has become
the first State in the coun-
try with two river-linking
projects under way at the
maoment. Recently, he had
also launched the Parbati-
Kalisindh-Chambal  river-
linking project that spreads
between Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh.

Apart from the Ken-Bet-
wa project, the Prime Mi-
nister also virtually inaugu-
rated a floating solar
energy project in Madhya
Pradesh’s  Omkareshwar,

the State’s first solar power
plant. He also laid the foun-
dation stone for the con-
struction of 1,153 Atal Gram
Seva Sadans and released a
commemorative  stamp
and coin in the honour of
former Prime Minister Vaj-
payee, on the occasion of
his birth centenary.

Madhya Pradesh Gover-
nor Mangubhai Patel, Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav, Un-
jon Jal Shakti Minister C.R,
Patil, Union Minister and
former Chief Miniser Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan, State
BIP chief and Khajuraho
MP V.D. Sharma and other
leaders were present at the
ceremony.

Speaking  about  con-
cerns that the river-linking
project may cause harm to
the animais at the Panna
Tiger Reserve, Mr. Modi
said the animals at the re-
serve will be kept in mind
while building the canal for
the project.



