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Israel’s plan to boost settlements in
Golan is met with conflicting emotions

The government has approved Prime Minister Benjamin Netanvahu's $11 million plan of financial incentives to double the population of settlers

in the Golan Heights, which Israel seized from Syria in the 1967 war; about 50,000 people currently live there, roughly half of them Israeli settlers

Associated Press

dry mountain wind
A whipped through a

cluster of [sraeli
flags at the entrance of a
kibbutz in the lsraeli-an-
nexed Golan Heights,
where the tranquillity be-
lies the tumultuous events
unfolding nearby.

Earlier this month, Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad
was ousted after nearly 25
years in power. Within
hours, Israeli tanks rolled
past a razor wire-rein-
forced fence into the Go-
lan's demilitarised buffer
zone in Syria, created as
part of a 1974 ceasefire bet-
ween the countries. Israel
said it was a temporary
move 1o secure its border.

Days later, the lsraeli go-
vernment approved Prime
Minister Benjamin Neta-

nyahu's $11 million plan of

financial incentives to dou-
ble the population of lsrae-
li settlers in the Golan
Heights, which Israel
seized from Syria in the
1967 Mideast war. Israel
will “continue to hold onto
it, make it flourish and set-
tle it,” Mr. Netanyahu said.

Israeli occupation

The international com-
munity, with one excep-
tion, considers the Golan
1o be occupied Syrian terri-
tory, while the UN lists Is-
raeli settlements there as il-
leg:

In 2019, the U.S, became
the only country to recog-

An Israeli flag on top of the entrance of a bomb shelter in the kibbutz of Ein Zivan in the Israeli-annexed

Golan Heights, which most of the world considers occupied Syrian territory. FILE PHOTO

nize Israel’s 1981
annexation.

About 50,000 people
currently live there, rough-
Iy half of them Israeli set-
tlers and the other half
Arab Druze, a religious mi-
nority spread among Syria,
Lebanon, Israel and the
Golan Heights.

In the towns and kibbut-
zim of the Golan, news of
the plan to increase the
number of settlers was met
with a mixture of scepti-
cism, excitement and
shock.

Paul Hecht, who at 42
has lived in the Golan near-
ly all his life, greeted the
news with “mixed emo-
tions, to be honest, be-
cause 1 love the Golan
Heights the way it is. I'm
kind of afraid that the

place will be overpopulat-
ed bur at the same time, of
course, I want the place to
advance.”

The attraction is the ru-
ral way of life, the open
spaces and the mountains,
he explained. Doubling the
population “sounds a bit
extreme,” especially if at-
tempted in a short time
frame, he said, noting the
region needs infrastruc-
ture improvements for its
existing population before
more people are brought
in.

The Golan's economy
relies heavily on farming
and the hospitality indus-
try. Previous government
attempts to attract more
settlers have had little suc-
cess — in large part because
of a lack of job opportuni-

ties and the long distance
from major cities.

A well-publicised move
in 2019 10 name a Golan
settlement after then-U.S.
President Donald Trump
failed to artract a major in-
flux of residents.

Sense of security
But Mr. Hecht said he be-
lieved more Israelis could
be tempted by a life in the
Golan after Mr. Assad’s fall.
“I think that will that will
bring in a lot more people
who want to come and live
in the Golan Heights be-
cause of the sense of secur-
ity that people will have
here,” he said. “And ob-
viously the best view and
the best nature in Israel.”
One such new settler
could be Shlomo Benhaim,

60, who has been thinking
of moving to the Golan for
vears, “It's my dream. If |
will fulfill it, who knows,”
he said during a day trip
with his wife to Ein Zivan, a
kibbutz about two kiome-
ters from the Syrian buffer
zone. One of the oldest kib-
butzim dating from the late
1960s, Ein Zivan has barely
500 residents today, “1 love
the Golan. It's a unique
area in Israel, very unique,
with a lot of history, ar-
chaeology, modern histo-
ry, a lot of memories,” he
said.

But moving wouldn't be
easy. The area is popular
with mainly Israeli tourists
who come for the moun-
tains and outdoor activi-
ties, but it's a roughly
three-hour drive from ur-
ban centers with well-pay-
ing jobs like Tel Aviv.

On the other hand,
there’s also a good educa-
tion system and no traffic
jams. “There's a lot of be-
nefit to [life] in the Golan,
and also a lot of negative
things,” he said.

In nearby Kibbutz Me-
rom Golan, hotel manager
Shefi Mod said that with
tax breaks and cheap land,
“1 think the support of the
government indeed can
help people to come and
live here.”

Mr. Mod first came to
the area as a soldier de-
cades ago and liked it so
much he moved here. But
whether others will be
tempted to follow suit is

still unclear. Many Golan
Heights Druze consider
themselves Syrians under
occupation. While Israeli
citizenship is open to
them, most have not taken
it and have lsraeli residen-
cv permits instead.

“Whatever this govern-
ment wants to do, it won't
ask our permission,” said
Khaled Elshaer, a restau-
rant owner in the Druze
village of Masada.

The plan to double the
number of settlers left him
“numb and shocked,” he
said.

He considers the Golan
to be Syrian. But asked if
he wanted it to be a part of
Syria, he said no.

“1 feel Golani, Neither Is-
raeli nor Syrian,” he said.
“We are connected to the
land, not to who will be
president over it.”

Local surgeon Ali Abu
Awad stressed that the Go-
lan Heights are “an essen-
tial part of Syria”,

He accused the Israeli
government of apartheid-
like discrimination against
religious minorities, in-
cluding his own, and said
there was clear discrimina-
tion in access to higher
education and preferential
treatment to Jewish citi-
zens of Israel,

He was dismissive of the
government's plan to dou-
ble the number of settlers.
“They can say what they
want,” he said. “But until
now, they have said this be-
fore and they have failed.”



Al, ML to aid Indian pharma industry to pivot on innovation

in
dustry is set for a ‘pro-
found trunsformation’ in
2025 with innovation, wid-

lent, in making India play a

tan the country as 4
hub for high-quality, affor
dable pharmaceuticals.

Quality, innovation

“The Indian pharma mar-
ket is expected 10 move up
to $120-30 hillion by 200
from the current size of
$58 billion. Initiatives in
terms of quality, Innova-

expected to grow nearly  tion and  wider eral Sudarshan Jain. bal health for all in years to
twofold to around $130  reach will help the Indian Given the conducive  come, he added.

billion in size by 2030, is  pharma sector realise fts  policies and the advantage IPA represents 23 lead-
looking to take adv potential® toln- i ing research-based Indian
of conducive policies, de-  dian  Pharmaceutical Al talent, India will play a pi Al compa-
mographic and digital ta- Innce(lPA)mrygn votal nies like Sun Pharma, Ch

ratories, 3
Jain said innovation will
continue to be a major fo-

He noted that the go-

vernment s n.u«ml w
so0n announce the opera
tional details of the Promo-
tion of Research & Innova-

he stated, Similarly, Organ-
isation of Pharmaceutical
Producers of india (OPPI)

bal hub for high-quality, af-
pharmaceuticals.

Additionally, the indus-
try Is set to make notable
progress in areas such as

fcal Marketing Practices
(ldml’) r1lLuphnld ethl-

fostering
trust and

transparency
across the healthcare eco-
system, Mr. Matai stated,

safety, Mr, Matai said.

“A focus on research ex-
cellence and Innovation
will position India as a glo-

on the year
gone by, mlllnsaldm
wias a year of building on a
mbust  foundation  with
sustalnable growth and
thrust on simplifying regu-
lations and harmonisation
with global standards.



OpenAl finds Al in education a major
risk in India but experts disagree

Policymakers argue that threats to education from Al are a uniquely high area of concern in India compared with other countries: but other experts

believe AT’ threats to education are overblown, misplaced, and failed to recognise that the benefits greatly outweigh the dangers in India

NEWS ANALYSIS

Nihal Krishan
NEW DELHI

specialised in artificial

intelligence (AI), who
were surveyed by tech
giant OpenAl on Al risk
perceptions, broadly said
that threats to education
from Al are a uniquely high
area of concern in India
compared with other
countries.

However, experts within
government, industry, and
academia told The Hindu
that they disagreed with
many findings of the Ope-
nAl risk perceptions study.
They said that Al threats to
education are overblown,
misplaced, and failed to re-
cognise that the benefits
greatly outweigh the dan-
gers in India.

OpenAl's private re-
search conducted between
September to December,
2023 through surveys and
expert interviews with a
few dozen policymakers in
five countries found that
“Education risks (e.g., stu-
dents over-relying on Al
tools at the expense of crit-
ical thinking skills), were
viewed as least risky,” but
“India is a notable excep-
tion: Indian respondents
ranked risks to education
as the fifth priority area of
concern, greater than geo-
political risks or the align-
ment problem.”

No explanation was gi-

l ndian policymakers

Sitver lining: Visually-impaired students using Al-powered smart glasses. AFp

ven in the OpenAl study
for why Indian policymak-
ers found Al in education
risks to be of particularly
high concern. OpenAl did
not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment for
this article.

The OpenAl study,
which The Hindu exclusive-
ly obtained, focused on
four broad categories: be-
nefits and risks from A.L,
pace of Al development,
AGI (Artificial General In-
telligence) and existential
risks, and Al risk manage-
ment. The study implicitly
focused on cutting edge
generative Al use cases
such as Al tools that gener-
ate new text, images, vide-
os etc. rather than broad
uses of artificial intelli-
gence which have existed
for many years.

Indian respondents
ranked risks to
education as the fifth
priority area of concern,
greater than geopolitical
risks or the alignment
problem

OPENAI'S PRIVATE RESEARCH

OpenAl, the largest and
most popular generative Al
company in the world,
found in the study that the
greatest dangers from the
technology came from “'Al
misuse/malicious use’ by
bad actors and ‘economic
risks" (like job displace-
ment due to automation),”
according to policymakers
surveyed in India, Japan,
Taiwan, UK., and the U.S,

On the other hand, Ope-
nAl’s risk perceptions stu-
dy, which was not released
publicly, found that “ad-
vanced research and dis-
covery and health advan-
cements,” were identified
by survey respondents
from all countries as the
most beneficial applica-
tions of Al over the next
five years.

Advitiya Sharma, chief
growth officer of leading
EdTech company School-
net, disagreed with parts of
the OpenAl study findings,
highlighting the funda-
mental issue with genera-
tive Al use in particular
within education in India is
the lack of understanding
and awareness which
creates a lack of confi-
dence and overstates the
problems associated with

the technology.

“We've already worked
with tens of thousands of
teachers and students who
have used Al in their
schools and the benefits
outweigh the risks or dan-
gers that exist,” said Mr.
Sharma who is a serial en-
trepreneur who previously
co-founded Housing.com
and founded Genius
Teachers, a quiz-based e-
learning platform.

Far ahead

“The other four countries
in the OpenAl study are
much ahead of India in
their use and understand-
ing of Al in education so
there’s bound to be a high-
er perception of problems
in India if it's not been used
much before,” Mr. Sharma
said.

Mr. Sharma added that
if the OpenAl study were
conducted again in 1824
months, the risk percep-
tion of Al in education in
India would drastically de-
crease due to widespread
use and awareness of the
benefits of it as well as the
vulnerabilities going down.

The potential loss of
critical reasoning among
students due to the use of
the technology in educa-
tion in India is one of the
most important considera-
tions and threats, accord-
ing to Indian educators
and policymakers sur-
veyed by OpenAl.

For example, thanks to
cutting-edge generative Al
tools, a student may not

need to think or reason out
a problem because the
technology can give them
an immediate answer and
thereby could cause a de-
crease in original thinking
and problem-solving skills
among students.

Another potential worry
of Indian educators is that
if students around the
country are using genera-
tive Al tools like OpenAl's
popular ChatGPT chatbot
then schools could face the
challenge of testing ma-
chine intelligence rather
than the students them-
selves and this could force
educators to change the
way they assess and test
students.

“Some challenges defi-
nitely exist like when Al
tools produce incorrect or
misleading results but still
I'm very optimistic about
Alin education because it's
great for brainstorming
and is a very useful know-
ledge co-creation tool,”
said Krishnan Narayanan,
Research Lead at IIT Ma-
dras’ Centre for Responsi-
ble Al, which is driving a
‘GenAl4Edy’ initiative,

“We just have to learn
how to design Al systems
to be Socratic, to get the
technology to force stu-
dents to come up with or
be guided to answers
themselves rather than giv-
ing them the answer auto-
matically,” said Krishnan,
an award-winning author
of ‘Against All Odds: The IT
Story of India’, and former
senior executive at Infosys.



Why is strengthening fisheries
extension services crucial?

‘What support do Matsya Seva Kendras provide to fish Farmers?

Abhilaksh Likhi

The story so far:
nddia possesses diverse fisheries
resources that provide livelihood
opportunities o approximately
three crore fishers and fish fammers.
The country has witnessed an 83%
increase in the national fish production
since 2013-14, that stands at a record 175
Takh tons in 202223, With 75% of this
coming from inland fisheries, India is the
second-largest fish and aquaculture
producer globally. In this backdrop,
strengthening last-mile fisheries and
aquaculture extension services is of
paramount importance, Experts contend
that such extension should provide
request-based services 1o hishers/fish
farmers on the life cycle of improved
species cultured, water quality, disease,
and available rearing rechnologies;
address issues faced by seed growers and
hatcheries; and conduct need-hased

rraining to promote sustainable practices
and fisheries-based activities that have the
potential to be viable business models.

‘What is the role of Matsya Seva
Kendras?

Under the flagship Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Samapada Yojana, ‘Matsya Seva Kendras'
(MSK) has been envisioned as one-stop
solution to provide a range of extension
services by trained aquaculture
professionals, The governmental
assistance to set up such Kendras for
women and weaker sections ks available
1o the extent of 60%. Funds have been
provided to State governments and Union
Territories for operationalising 102 such
Kendras. For example, the MSK in
Thrissur, Kerala has a well-equipped lab
for water, soil, and microbial analysis 1o
conduet request-based disease tests,
while the MSK in Nasik and Sangh
districts in Maharashtra focuses on
capacity building for fishers/fish farmers

on varied seed/feed inputs backed with
the required technology infusion.

Fostering a *whole of government
approach,” the Government of India
advises M5Ks 1o mobilise start-ups,
cooperatives, fish farmers' producer
organisations, joint liability groups, and
self-help groups 1o share best practices.
The latter includes regenerative and
CONSErvation management practises for
both intand and marine fisheries in view
of the effects of climate change.

How do Sagar Mitras support fishers?
Another innovative extension initkative by
the government is the deployment of
“Sagar Mitras" in coastal States and UT.s
as a vital interface between the
pgovernment and sea-borne fishers. They
compile information and data an daily
marine carch, price fluctuations, and
requilsite marketing needs at fish landing
centres/harbours. They disseminate
informarion o fishers on local

regulations, weather forecasts, natural
calamities, hygienic fish handling, and
potential fishing zones in the seas.

How can extension services be
fmy

proved?

To make the extension and advisory
services in fAsheries and aquaculiure
more robust the need of the hour is
twolold. First, the above initfatives should
be institutionally converged with the
already networked field extension
machinery of over 700 Indian Coundl of
Agricultural Research-driven Krishi
Vigyan Kendras and the State
governments and UT.s extension services.
Second, promoting digital cutreach, The
Mational Fisheries Development Board
has initiated a nationwide virmual leaming
platform, ‘AquaBazaar, that enables
experts to clarify basic concepts and
provide practical demonstrations to
fighers on breedingseed production of
commercially important fish,

In this context, the World Bank-assisted
Government of India project to formalise
the fisheries and aquaciliure sector & a
boon indeed. It aims to create work-based
digital identities for all fishers and fish
Farmiers in the country, thereby
strengthening their extension, capacity
building, and awareness generation
needs.

Ablsilutksh Likhi is Secretary, Department of
Fisheries, Government of India. The views
expressed are personal

THE GIST

Strengthening fisheries
extension services is essential
far supparting fishers and
promoting sustainabie
practices, with initiatives ke
Matsya Seva Kendras and
Sagar Mitras playing key rales.

L4

Matsya Seva Kendras and
Sagar Mitras help fishers by
providing critical support,
training, and information to
improve productivity and
sustainabaity,



Should the wealth tax be reinstated in India?

PARLEY |

1 a recent panel discossion in New
D:In French economist Thoms
Piletty sugpested that a weakth and

Senior Hewarch

inl!nmmluhc imposed on the:
seiper-rich in Endia, which, in werm, could fund
bealth and education. India's Chiel Econonbc
Advisor, Arantha Nageswaran, opposed the
s, arguing that higher myes could encoursge
fimad outflons. Should the wealth tiox be
reinstated in India? Ajay Shah and Rahul Menon
dimlhequrahnlnicunmﬁuhn

Wani.

Edited

11t 2 pood d
in India?

Ajay Shah: I'm not an enthusiast. We should
mever think about public policy from o
m-jp.ﬂu of moral outrage, We should think
about means and ends and the effectiveness by
which certain objectives can be met. There are
two Kinads of difficulties. Firs, how ane you going
1o measure the wealth of & person? if the
watys thiat th af
wealth is the valse of the assets of & person that
are held in liguid assets [ike equities or debt,
then people will get @ strong bias in favour of
Tnolding assets ke real estate and gold. In fact, it
i harmdil ruw the country when people
ilelings of real ani pokd
h\cﬂuednpmdmmmdlheemnmﬂy
are equities and the bonds. Second, people
witthe just lesve, I we say that we will tax the
elite ar a high rate, many will just leave and all
the prospects of progress will get damaged.

bl Menor: I8 is fims o star talking about it
Just announcing a wealth tax in a budget is not
going 1o do anything. There needs o be a large
Institutional framework around it. There ts 4
rwhr!mmumshuplyhumllnhﬂsar
concentration of wealth are extremely high. [
don:thiﬂcnsamun] pmblemtoﬂﬂmnﬁx
lity right now. it is a k
development problem, becase an increase in
me-puli(ymlmsrapnunm-n
‘many peophe. We have o
sapldﬂmedlmismgsmm right mow o
track scononic sctivity, W have lmplesentsd it
Tor peogle at the botrom Tall of the pyramid. |
don't see why we can't start thinking abowt
using it at the top, which is a snaller population.

lnmu but the collect]
™

o

1% ol th
govermment had sald that the cost of
collection of the wealth tax was really high.
‘What were the issues then?

Awiew of Mumbal GETYY MAGES

M Much of the problem was what afflicis most
economies when they undertake something like
that, which ks, how do you define this wealth?
Hoaw cho wou define who i the owner of this
weealehi? 1t is easy to shift my wealth from one
formm of holding 10 another. | exercie elfective
comtrol and in name alone it is with someone
else. So, that emables me to evade . These
problems will conginue o persist [if we impose i
wenhhmnwﬂl This problem has slso affected
the developed world, Collections from wealth
tawes are very low. In musch of the lirerarre that
has been motivated by Pileny's ideas, there are
othet interesting propositions that have come

Iibu;.ll.lndulinl.lurealrm at the same
rate as equity assets, etc.

AS: I'm nos convineed that inequality is an
mwmpcﬂmrmlmha Gruwﬂnhlhe.mb'
o, All

Wit haive i sopdhisticaned and strong system (o
track evomomic activity. We lone
Implementexd it for people an the botom hall
of the pyramb. | chon's see why we can't start
thinking abowt esdng i ot che g, witbch s
smaller populaton

RANILL MENON

can we adidress this problem of data issues to
s s i e
7

ASz At the upper end of the distributon, ther i

o hopse of meaningful data, 5o, the feld

Imvestigator is never going to get this data and

pmpbarr nat goirg to realistically report on
edr income. Household

survey data really does
nmca;uured:rupper enmd of the dsribudon, |
don't know any other o imyprovee the data.

richess people in the world but that's nota
description of @ country.

RM: Vs, the surveys don't gne you 2 true
picture of what's happening at the top end. Bul
there are ways, Piketty and other academics use
dledu.nfnln\aﬂnuﬁ\\!alhlhn'l"]!n nshq
mui:tm:ﬂ:m“thmmmmm
of datn over a period. Now ir's very clear that
these are smproximations, but they do gve isa
pheture. One of the most important ways o do it
is through international collaboration. T!-H.H.
has tried doing that by

O the question of thresholds, thresholds for
MEMEs don't mater if ' tasdng jus O.04% [of
the popalation|]. They can grow until they reach
©0,04% and that ks when they will be taxed.
Again, no one i talking about bringing about
perfect equality. Some amount of ineguality will
always be there. But how nusch s too much?

AS: The emergence of democracy bn the UK,
starting from the Magna Carta n 1215, happened

with generation after genemtion hoving
enorimos wealth and power eoncentrated with
@ few, That wits way beyond anything that we

ser today. 5o, inequality is a fact of life.

Fireally, | want 1o come 1o this ides that we
should impose a wealth tax because it con be
e for, say, health or educarion. This is wrong.
llbiﬁmd;lmmlfrnumnlpuhi:ﬁmmdu!
v hive
mdlhmimdhmmdlm
Pllerty, a skilled eoonomist, does mot ges this.
We ask ourselves what ane the good uses of
jpublic money and basically, are public
goosds. | think there are only three good taves in
Inein — personal income tax, GST, and property
. It is possible to implement thise under
Teiehlsin eondithors & Jong as the rates e kept
Row with ow distortions. Every other
tax in the Indian pablic fimance ersture is
termed ‘bad tax’,

Wiealth tax might give some revenue for the
social sector. But how do we address the
lissues in allocations in the same sectors?

M Thiene are huge with It We have
seen it in education. All the ASER (Annual Status.

cﬂmmismdmhpimlnmlc}
Ahen o

wealth tax, The frst is Hight of capital and

probletm that we should i

of well-being — infant mnnalry !em.ﬂe
EmpowErTent, or any measure of well-being -
respond 1o grovth alone. Redistribution never
e 4 country better, There bs no Marchin
theory of value. There is only & market theary of
value. S0, 2 company ks worth whasever a buyer
I willing 1o pay for it. When there is a dislike of
the elites, it creates unliveable countries and
theat i it a4 path to progress. So, we have really
ot o tamp down this rhetoric and get back 1o 3
more Gandhian approach, Let's live together,
make a good country. That is about building
prosperity rather than gesting imto warfare abou
distribution.

Pikerty's work was based on data on Income
‘wealth, national

tax, consumption,
accounts, and rich lists, which might have
issues, but those are not India-specific, How

of Report) and Pratham surveys sy
stuclents are not ugr o the mark. There ls 4 very
Begitimmate question that if we tax billionakres and
we put money there, ane we just throwing good
money after bad? But bevying  vax and wsbig it
li:r.qundhg:lkuululuﬁlml Jok el

o ol
‘be incentivised to stay below that, which will
widen the gap between the battom half and
‘thee top hall, How do you respond to these?

RM: Yes, there may be flight of capital but these
are some research papers thit say that the scale
of this s not too large in countries such as the
LK. amd in Morway. In Norway, lor instance,
theere is a lot to keep peogle there; here b5 a ot
of public infrastructure, There is a reason (o say
there even if your taxes rise. That is not the case
Im Indin. Wealth tmx by ivsell means nothing
unbess it s used properly. So, the idea bs to use
this wealth ta and iwvest in health and
edducation to create & more educated and
healthy workforee. That gives a reason for
Pl tis continuadly invest here, even if the
wealth tax i rmised.

gnals. 1t also allows us to do this

withinut necessarily running a defici, withoot
necessarily borrowing from the public.
AS: There it in that idea. Th

system ks terrible. 1t is not efficient to put more
money imto that problem: we heve &

crisis. | fieed that the wise approsch
i Indes s o choke expenditure watil you prove
Thang for the buck. A meaningful expendinm
ratke for India at the present level of
developmient is abour half of what is spent today.

(O 40]
Tio tiwten 8o the bull anterview
0] Scan the code sr go to the fink
sevee thehiniu.com



Tapping into Kazakhstan’s rare earths potential

s the world accelerates its transition to
A cleaner energy through cutting-edge

technology, the demand for rare earths
has increased globally, India, the third-largest
carbon emitter, is pivoting to renewable energy
and faces a growing need for rare earths. Despite
being the fifth-largest holder of rare earth
elements, India refies heavily on China for
imports as it lacks advanced technologies for
extraction. Amid supply chain disruptions and
security concerns tied to China’s dominance in
this sector, New Delhi is diversifying its sources
through agreements with the U.S., Latin
American, and African countries to mitigate
dependency on China. In this context,
Kazakhstan emerges as a promising and
strategically closer alternative,

China's monopoly

China accounts for over one-third of the global
rare earths' possession and around 70% of its
production, with India sourcing around 60% of
its imports from Beijing. This heavy reliance
stems from India’s insufficient domestic
production to meet the demands of critical
sectors like electronics, defence, and clean
energy.

However, China’s past actions of disrupting
eritical technology and mineral supply due to
bilateral issues give rise to fears as it tries to exert
control over the eritical mineral industry. China’s
maonopoly in global and Indian rare earth
demand leverages its position to dictate supply
chain terms. China recently halted the supply of
antimony, cricial for flame retardants, solar cells,
batteries, and military gear, citing national
security concerns, This move, along with a ban in
December 2023 on critical technologies for
extracting rare earths and producing magnets,
reinforces China's grip on the sector.

Meanwhile, reduced ore supplies from Russia

Junior Research
Fellow and a final
year PhD candidate at
JNU, specialising in
Central Asia

India’s
over-reliance on
China and
possible global
shifts after the
LS. regime
change
underscore the
need for
diversification.

- mainly antimony concentrates used in wind
and solar energy production — have intensified
China's concerns as both the largest producer
and consumer of rare earths. Russia's invasion of
Ukraine has further exposed the risks of
concentrated supply chains, resulting in India
and Western nations to seek sustainable,
diversified alternatives.

Why Kazakhstan is important
In this context, Kazakhstan, a close ally of India,
offers a viable alternative to meet India’s rare
earth demands. Kazakhstan is among the richest
sources of rare earths. With New Delhi's
increasing engagement with Astana through the
‘Connect Central Asia' policy and connectivity
initiatives such as the International North-South
Transport Corridor, a rare earth partnership
could unlock significant economic benefits for
both nations. Kazakhstan holds 15 of the 17
known rare earth elements and, with advanced
extraction technologies, could dent China's
dominance in this sector. Astana already has
extraction agreements with Japan and Germany,
while the U.S., South Korea, and the European
Union have recently joined exploration and
production deals to tap its rare earth reserves.
Kazakhstan's extraction of rare earth elements
like dysprosium is projected to grow significantly
between 2024 and 2029. The country's President
Kassym-jomart Tokayev recently highlighted rare
earths as the “new oil” for Kazakhstan's
economy. The country hosts one of the world's
three full-cycle beryllium and scandium factories,
crucial for telecommunications, and is among the
four global manufacturers of tantalum and
niobium, essential for nuclear reactors and clean
energy. Astana is expanding its role in rare earth
and strategic mineral production with
investments in tungsten, battery materials, and
magnets, Its vast mining potential in rare earth

elements can complement India’s efforts in this
seector, The Kazakh government is prioritising
advanced technologies and partnerships to
strengthen its presence in emerging fields like
lithium and heat-resistant alloys. Additionally,
Kazakh metallurgical plants extract bismuth,
antimony, selenium, and tellurium, and use
imported technologies to produce gallium from
alumina and indium from polymetallic ores, all of
which are essential for renewable energy
production.

The way forward

India's COP29 pledge to achieve 500 GW of
renewable energy by 2030 highlights the
importance of rare earth elements like
dysprosium in advancing clean energy
technologies. India lacks capacity across the rare
earth supply chain but plans a 400% increase in
mining output over the next decade.

India’s over-reliance on China and possible
global shifts after the U.S. regime change
underscore the need for diversification.
India-Kazakhstan collaboration can enhance
India’s resource security, reduce dependence on
China, and support sustainability by procuring
rare earth through domestic extraction and
import sources through partners in closer
proximity. Apart from India's direct connectivity
challenges with Kazakhstan, there is a lack of
necessary extraction technologies in both
countries. Nevertheless, the ‘India-Central Asia
Rare Earths Forum®, proposed by National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval during the second
India-Central Asia Summit in Astana, alms to
boost partnerships and private sector investment,
potentially combating these challenges. It could
facilitate bilateral training, joint mining ventures,
shared geological data and expertise, sustainable
extraction practices, and create a regional market
to reduce reliance on China.



An avoidable tragedy

India must take measures to reform
crowd management

try with the highest number of stam-

pedes and resultant injuries and fatali-
ties. Data from the National Crime Records
Bureau reveal that between 1996 and 2022, India
recorded 3,935 stampede incidents, resulting in
more than 3,000 deaths. These numbers show a
chronic failure in ensuring public safety during
religious festivals, political rallies, and celebrity
appearances. Religious gatherings account for a
significant proportion of these tragedies. In 2011,
in Sabarimala, 106 people died on a narrow path-
way. In 2013, during the Kumbh Mela in Allaha-
bad, 36 people were killed at a railway station
due to overcrowding. Political rallies have also
proven deadly — in 2014, more than 30 people
were Killed in a stampede at Gandhi Maidan in
Patna. While stampede fatalities during celebrity
appearances have been rare, they point to the
dangerous combination of fan fervour and poor
planning.

During a promotional event for the film Push-
pa 2: The Rule, at Hyderabad’s Sandhya Theatre, a
“surprise” appearance by Telugu actor Allu Ar-
jun led to a stampede. A 35-year-old woman, Re-
vathi, lost her life, and her eight-year-old son, Sri
Tej, is battling for survival. Allu Arjun, the film’s
production team, and the director have collec-
tively decided to donate 2 crore to Revathi’s fa-
mily. In the aftermath, blame has been laid on the
Hyderabad police, the actor, and his production
team. Questions surrounding protocol, security
arrangements, and crowd control have yet to
yield clear answers. Was the police force pre-
pared for the size of the crowd? Did the actor and
his production team respond swiftly when they
got news of the stampede? Revathi’s death points
to a recurring pattern of negligence, mismanage-
ment, and inadequate planning. India must
prioritise crowd safety with actionable measures.
It is important to consider spatial and thermal
comfort when planning events and provide suffi-
cient hydration facilities to prevent exhaustion.
There should be multiple and clearly designated
entry and exit points, capable of handling the
projected crowd size. Emergency preparedness,
including the deployment of medical aid, trained
personnel, and effective chaos management pro-
tocols, must be a non-negotiable standard. India
ought to ensure the safety of its citizens, whether
they gather for faith, fandom, or politics.

! s tragic as it is, India is arguably the coun-



How the Right overtook the Left in India

here is a famous dialogue from the
Hindi film 3 Idiots: *Delhio hum kahan
nikal aaye aur tum kahan reh gaye”
(See where we have reached and
where you are left).” The Rashtriva Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS)-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) cohorts
could be saying this to the Communists in India.

The RSS will complete 100 years in 2025, The
Communist movement in India is also a century
old. The Left produced some of the most valiant
fighters during the independence movement
even as the Right was cosying up to the British
empire, It is no secret that a large share of
prisoners in Cellular Jail in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands were Communists, Despite such a
Elorious past, the reality is that the Indian Left is
now in a labyrinth,

Today, the Right clearly dominates Parliament:
the BJP alone occupies 240 Lok Sabha seats. The
Left parties combined occupy just eight seats.
Comipare this to the first general elections in
independent India in 1951-1952 when the
Congress was in power and the Communist Party
of India (CPI) was the principal opposition party.

At present, the Right is also far ahead in terms
of organisational strength and structure. The total
membership of the Left parties (those who
contest elections) is not more than 2 million and
the mass organisations that they represent
number arouind 30 million. The RSS alone has a
membership of over 7 million, and the BJP has a
membership of more than 100 million,

The trajectory of the Left and Right
The rise and fall of these political entities
depends on various historical episodes, the
foremost being changes in the social production
system. The initial years of development after the
1950 saw the establishment of industrial towns
and the emergence of a strong Left-leaning
working class. Major cities such as Delhi,
Mumbai, Ahmedabad, and Kolkata witnessed a
robust presence of the Left, which was reflected
in their political strength. However, the capitalist
production system underwent significant changes
after the mid-1980s. The rise of fragmented
production, a diminishing organised working
class, and the corresponding growth of informal
sector workers pushed the Left out of the political
scene.

Meanwhile, the Right maintained its presence
through cultural interventions — a space largely
neglected by the Left. Informal sector workers
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The Left is stll
fixated on the
idea of
revolution and
is reluctant 1o
embrace the
multi-lavered
demands of
electoral
politics

became fertile ground for identity politics based
on caste and religion. Consequently, there has
been a parallel rise of the Right and the decline of
the Left in Indian cities,

Another critical factor was the strong presence
of the Left in rural India, driven by the ‘land
reforms’ slogan and related movements. These
were influential across the country for a long
time, However, over the past few decades, newer
classes within the peasantry have emerged and
many of them have shifted towards the Right.

Beyond land reforms, the Left struggled to
build sustainable layers of governance, except in
West Bengal, Tripura, and Kerala, It remained
overly preoccupied with the imminence of a
revolution and the idea of capturing state power.
It sidelined all other essential matters. And the
revolution never materialised.

The national question is crucial for both the
Left and the Right, though their approaches
differ. For the Left, it involves uniting all
democratic sections of society against external
enemies, particularly imperialism. This was
evident during the colonial period. However, in
independent India, the narrative of a foreign
enemy could not be sustained as strongly due to
obvious reasons.

In contrast, for the Right, the national question
is less about unity among the people and more
about promoting the narrative of *Hindu
nationalism’ against perceived ‘others’. During
the independence movement, this narrative did
not gain much traction, as Indian nationalism
against British rule was able to mobilise larger
sections of society. Over the last few decades,
however, this second form of ‘nationalism’ has
increasingly dominated the narrative and has
become more and more pronounced with time,

Another major element relates to the idea of
modernism and the role of the Constitution.
Undoubtedly, the Constitution is rooted in the
finest modernist values of equity, secularism,
socialism, and more, However, the nation-state
remained influenced by feudal and semi-feudal
values, which continue to shape its character.

Unlike in the West where modernism evolved
out of the defeat or destruction of class
feudalism, which was preceded by the
Renaissance, religious reformation and
enlightenment, in India no worthwhile
renaissance could take place. The religious
reformation that took place in some parts of the
country could not disintegrate the caste system

which affected all Indian religions, and the
Brahmanical enlightenment could not produce a
new anti-caste equalitarian philosophy. India has
a peculiar situation now, where the Constitution
is far ahead of the polity and human values,
which are still evolving. This gives fertile ground
for the Right to make advances on both post-truth
narratives and campaigns on religious and
identity issues.

Leadership and organisational strategies
Jyoti Basu, former Chief Minister of West Bengal,
once spoke of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist)'s “historic blunder”. He was referring to
the party's decision not to allow him to be the
Prime Minister after the 1996 Lok Sabha polls
threw up a hung Parliament. His remark warrants
deeper reflection. The Left is still fixated on the
revolution and is reluctant to embrace the
multi-layered demands of electoral politics. If the
Left is unwilling to take full responsibility, why
should people trust them with their votes? This
disconnect is evident in Kerala, where voters
support the Left in Assembly elections but turn to
other parties in general elections. On the other
hand, the Right maximises every electoral
success to further its agenda. In every national
and Assembly election over the last 10 vears, it
his been clear that the Right tries to ensure that
no opportunity is left unutilised.

This divergence also highlights the contrasting
leadership stvles of the Left and Right. The
generation of Left leaders who built mass
movements and endured state repression is
nearly gone. Leaders such as HLK.S. Surjeet, who
spent over a decade in jail, represent a fading
legacy. Today's Left leadership often emerges
from educational institutions — a natural
progression — but lacks the experience of
building movemnents on the ground. In China, the
Communist Party believes in building cultural
consciousness. Even Xi Jinping was sent to work
in the farmland for vears away from his
university, But this is not the case in India. On the
other hand, leaders of the Right spend time with
their cadre and help build leadership. Before he
became Prime Minister, when Narendra Modi was
in charge of States, he would constantly spend
time with the cadre and even stay in their homes.

Globally, the pendulum of social and political
ideologies has swung to the extreme Right and
India is no exception. The question is: when will
it swing back, and what will catalyse that shift?



Need to equip youth
with skills in emerging
technologies, says PM

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said that
in the rapidly changing
world, new needs, expec-
tations, and future direc-
tions were emerging and
there was a need for a futu-
ristic approach to equip
youngsters with skills in
emerging  technologies
such as artificial intelli-
gence and machine learn-
ing.

Observing that the ener-
gy of youth has played a
significant role in India’s
progress, Mr. Modi said
that his government was
committed to supporting
young talent and fostering
their self-confidence.

“This era has moved
beyond machines to ma-
chine learning. Al is taking
centre stage, and we can
see its application replac-
ing conventional software.
It is essential to make our
youth future ready to tack-
le these challenges,” he
said in his address at the
Veer Bal Diwas
celebrations.

Veer Bal Divas is cele-
brated every year on De-
cember 26 to pay tribute to
the unmatched bravery

Modi observed that
the energy of vouth
has plaved a
significant role in
India’s progress

and sacrifice of Guru Go-
bind Singh’s four sons,
who are among the most
revered figures in Sikhism.

Mr. Modi said that all
policies, whether for the
start-up ecosystem, the fu-
ture of space economy, the
sports and fitness sector,
the fintech and manufac-
turing industry, or skill de-
velopment and internship
schemes, were youth-cen-
tric and aimed at benefit-
ing young people. He ad-
ded that the new National
Education Policy moder-
nised education.

He also announced the
launch of Suposhit Gram
Panchayat Abhiyan (mis-
sion for proper nutrition in
village panchayats), which
will promote a healthy
competition among village
panchayats to eliminate
malnutrition. He urged the
youth to work towards
making their respective
sectors, be it railways, sem-
iconductors, travel, or as-
tronomy, the best.



A forthright FM who unleashed the
animal spirits of Indian economy

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Less than a month after he
took over as India’s 22nd
Finance Minister, Manmo-
han Singh presented a Un-
ion Budget in July 1991 that
changed the country’s eco-
nomic trajectory with
some of the hard decisions
that were desperately
needed.

It is rare for a Finance
Minister of any regime to
make even a nuanced cri-
tique of their own party’s
predecessors in office, es-
pecially if the party swore
by those leaders’ indelible
imprint, Manmohan
Singh, inarguably India’s
most educated leader, was
not one to be weighed
down by such
expectations.

In his historic speech to
Parliament on July 24,

The leader could
also take on staunch
criticism with a
dose of humour or
literary references

1991, Dr. Singh explained in
painstaking detail the need
for India to embrace a new
era of industrial delicens-

ing and economic
liberalisation.
Noting that the efforts of

Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi,
had given India a ‘well-di-
versified industrial struc-
ture’, Dr. Singh, however,
didn’t hesitate to link the
genesis of the crisis firmly
to policies of the past.

It is well known that Dr.
Singh opened up the doors
for foreign investments in
myriad sectors during his
time as Finance Minister,

and subsequently as Prime
Minister, when he pushed
back on Left allies’ resis-
tance on issues like easing
telecom and insurance FDI
limits and pursuing the
critical India-U.S. nuclear
cooperation deal.

However, few would re-
member his maiden Bud-
get also set the foundations
of India’s modern stock
market boom as he an-
nounced the formation of
the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SE-
BI) to protect investor in-
terests. Or that he talked
passionately against pro-
tectionism and batted for
consumer interests as well
as wealth creators, even as
he held strong reservations
against “mindless and
heartless”  conspicuous
consumerism — issues that
resonate today as well.

It speaks volumes for his

sagacity that he could take
on the staunchest criticism
with a dose of humour or
literary references. So
when the Left attacked him
for drafting a Budget policy
on the diktats of the World
Bank, he joked that the
WB’s interests were indeed
at work — elaborating it as
West Bengal instead.

In his 2007 autobiogra-
phy The Age of Turbulence:
Adventures in a New
World’, former U.S. Feder-
al Reserve chairman Alan
Greenspan credited Dr.
Singh for tearing a modest
hole in India’s regimented
economy in 1991.

His exit leaves a vacuum
in public policy discourse,
the absence of which may
make it tougher for India to
rip apart the hole he man-
aged to tear, in what Mr.
Greenspan called India’s
Fabian socialism fabric.



From nuclear deal to Quad, he left a
lasting imprint on external relations

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

When the tsunami hit India
on December 26, 2004,
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, then just a few
months at the helm, faced
not only a grave national
tragedy, but also a moment
where India would be test-
ed internationally. Con-
trary to his quiet demea-
nour, he made several bold
decisions in the hours that
followed, recount officials
who served with him.

The first was that India
would not accept aid from
abroad. The second, that
India would help others
who had been hit by the
giant waves that took more
than 2,30,000 lives across
the Indian Ocean. Within
hours, the government
cleared naval and Air Force
missions to Indonesia, Sri

Manmohan Singh with then
Japanese PM Shinzo Abe. PTI

Lanka and the Maldives,
with a total of 32 Indian
ships and 5,500 troops
joining the international ef-
fort, which announced In-
dia’s arrival on the global
scene as a humanitarian
assistance and disaster re-
lief (HADR) first responder.
The third decision was to
coordinate regularly with
others involved in the ef-
fort, most notably the U.S.,
Japan and Australia, in

meetings that led to the
formation of the Quad.

Within a year, however,
Dr. Singh's government
was hit by a political tsuna-
mi, as his External Affairs
Minister Natwar Singh had
to resign over the Volker
oil-for-food bribery scan-
dal. He replaced him with
Pranab Mukherjee, and la-
ter with 8.M. Krishna, but
Dr. Singh never really gave
up control of Indian fo-
reign policy, and his im-
print on each foray was un-
mistakeable.

Twin breakthroughs

The engagement with the
Quad also laid the path for
two of Dr. Singh’s biggest
foreign  policy break-
throughs: first, with Japan,
that ended India’s isolation
over the nuclear tests of
1998. The other was the en-
gagement with the U.S. for

the civil nuclear deal. With-
out agreeing to sign the Nu-
clear  Non-Proliferation
Treaty, Dr. Singh’s team of
negotiators were able to
win waivers at the Nuclear
Suppliers Group, and freed
up India’s access to nuclear
energy. Dr. Singh’s perso-
nal ties with U.S. President
George W. Bush, and with
his successor President Ba-
rack Obama were a key
part of the relationship.

In an interview to The
Hindu when former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee died, Dr. Singh said
in a non-partisan moment
- now quite rare in Indian
politics - that he had fol-
lowed the path shown by
Mr. Vajpayee in two areas.
“In relations with the Unit-
ed States, and ties with Pa-
kistan, I took more or less
the same line as Mr. Vaj-
payee had taken,” he said.



Gentleman politician Manmohan Singh
opened up India’s economy in 1991

Before he became Finance Minister, he had held every top economic job, including RBI Governor and Finance Secretary: the high point of his tenure
as PM was his handling of the Indo-US. nuclear deal; under him, there was also a gradual departure from the Nehruvian approach to foreign policy

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

ormer Prime Minis-
F ter Manmohan

Singh, 92, who
passed away on Thursday,
though known as a reluc-
tant politician, pushed
through the Indo-U.S. nu-
clear deal in 2008, the high
point of his 10-year Prime
Ministership.

Despite being called an
accidental PM, the econo-
mist-turned-politician  al-
most single-handedly
turned the tables on the
Left parties, which were
providing outside support
to the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance, by se-
curing the support of the
Samajwadi Party (SP) in a
crucial trust vote in July
2008 over the Indo-US.
nuclear deal.

Until then, relations bet-
ween the Congress and the
SP were one of suspicion
and distrust as Mulayam
Singh had reneged on his
promise of supporting a
Congress-led government
in 1996 after the fall of the
13-day-old Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee government.

However, the original
Mr. Clean in Indian polit-
ics, Dr. Singh would be best
remembered as the person
who opened up India’s
economy in 1991 as Prime
Minister PV. Narasimha
Rao's trusted Finance
Minister.

If his prescription to
deal with the severe eco-

nomic crisis changed In-
dia’s trajectory in 1991, Dr.
Singh's taking over as the
country’s premier in 2004
was also a turning point for
India’s foreign policy.

Slowly, but surely, there
was a gradual departure
from the Nehruvian ap-
proach of non-alignment
as his government sought
to forge ties with super-
powers, including the Unit-
ed States, on a more equal
footing.

Born in Gah in undivid-
ed Punjab (now in Pakis-
tan) on September 26,
1932, Dr. Singh had a long
and illustrious career as a

testament to the spirit of

hard work that people af-
fected by Partition had of-
ten displayed.

Brilliant student
A brilliant student who had
a first-class degree in eco-
nomics from Cambridge
University and a D.Phil.
from Oxford in the early
1960s, Dr. Singh had
earned a reputation as an
economist and served in
several top institutions.

Before he became In-
dia’s Finance Minister in
1991, at the age of 58, he
had held every top eco-
nomic job: Chief Economic
Adviser; Deputy Chairman
of the Planning Commis-
sion; Reserve Bank of India
Governor and the Union
Finance Secretary.

His ability to steer the
country’s economy in the
1990s out of its worst crisis

and political statesman-
ship to put India into the
prestigious Nuclear Club
won Dr. Singh many admir-
ers internationally.

In 2010, former Presi-
dent of the United States,
Barack Obama on the side-
lines of a G-20 summit in
Toronto (Canada), praised
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Dr. Singh’s
knowledge.

“I can tell you that here
at G20, when the Prime
Minister speaks, people lis-
ten,” President Obama had
said.

But that was also the
time when Dr. Singh’s im-
age at home took a beating

deep

as a string of alleged scams
over the 2G spectrum allo-
cations, coal block alloca-
tion and the Common-
wealth Games dominated
the headlines.

Inflation and price rise
made the common man
angry, while corporates
started talking about ‘poli-
cy paralysis’ under Dr.
Singh.

Public disapproval

In September 2013, while
Dr. Singh was on an official
visit to the U.S., then Con-
gress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi's public disappro-
val of a controversial ordi-
nance prompted BJP vete-
ran L.K. Advani to reiterate
his charge that “Dr. Singh
was the weakest Prime Mi-
nister ever”. The BJP rou-
tinely described him as so-
meone who was “remote
controlled” by the then
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi. But there was evi-
dence to argue the oppo-
site as well. He went ahead
with the nuclear deal in
2008 against the party
chief’s wish and risked the
survival of his government.

The Left parties had
made it clear that they
would withdraw political
support to Dr. Singh if he
went ahead with the nu-
clear deal.

When the Congress
managed to win a second
consecutive term in the
2009 Lok Sabha, the main-
stream media had coined
the term: “Singh is King".

In July 2009, against his
party’s wishes and popular
mood, Dr. Singh took his
chances with Pakistan and
signed the joint statement
with his then Pakistani
counterpart Yusuf Raza Gi-
lani at Sharm-el-Sheikh.

Many strategists had
questioned the statement
that clubbed India's de-
mand to bring perpetra-
tors of 26/11 Mumbai at-
tacks with  Pakistan’s
COncerns over terrorism in
Balochistan. But the Prime
Minister was convinced of
the need to carry forward
the composite dialogue
process.

Allegations of corrup-
tion, driven by adverse au-
dit reports under Comp-
troller and
Auditor-General Vinod Rai,
a mass movement for an
anti-corruption  ombud-
sman by Maharashtra-
based activist Anna Hazare
and street protests follow-
ing Nirbhaya gang rape in
December 2012 triggered a
political storm that wiped
out the Congress in the
2014 Lok Sabha election.

In January 20M4, ad-
dressing his last press con-
ference as Prime Minister,
Dr. Singh said, “1 honestly
believe that history will be
kinder to me than the con-
temporary media, or for
that matter, the Opposition
parties in Parliament”.

The spontaneous out-
pouring of grief at his pass-
ing away may have proven
him right.



Over 10.58 lakh votes were ‘not counted or
rejected in Lok Sabha election, show EC data

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Over 10.58 lakh votes were
not counted or rejected in
the Lok Sabha election
held earlier this year, saysa
detailed statistical report
released by the Election
Commission on Thursday.
Of these, 5,35,825 were
postal votes and 5,22,513
were votes cast in electron-
ic voting machines.
According to the data,
which was released as part
of a comprehensive set of
42 statistical reports for the
Lok Sabha election, show
that more than 97.97 crore
citizens had registered
themselves as voters as
against the over 91.19 crore
in 2019, which is an in-

2024 LS election in numbers

As many as 86% of the over 8,360 candidates who contested
the Lok Sabha elections lost their deposits

® 0

Total Women
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64.64 turnout:
crore 65.78%
crease of 7.43%.

Out of these registered
electors, 64.64 crore voted
in 2024. Of the votes cast,
63.89 crore were valid.

While three were proxy
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votes, 9,634 were “ten-
dered” votes, which means
that there were incidents
where impersonators vot-
ed in the name of genuine
voters and there were com-

plaints. Only one Lok Sab-
ha constituency of Surat
(Gujarat) was uncontested.

The total number of
polling  stations  was
10,51,016 and the average
number of electors per
polling station was 930.
There was re-polling in 40
polling stations.

While the number of
nominations filed in the
Lok Sabha polls stood at
12,459, only 8,360 quali-
fied to contest after rejec-
tion of nominations and
withdrawals. Of those who
contested, 7,190 candi-
dates (86%) lost their depo-
sits as they failed to garner
more than one-sixth of the
votes polled.

There were 3,921 Inde-
pendent candidates of

whom only seven managed
to win. None of the 279 wo-
men Independent candi-
dates won.

As compared to 726 in
2019, the number of wo-
men candidates increased
to 800 in 2024, while the
number of women voters
rose to 47.63 crore in 2024
from 43.85 crore in 2019.
The female voter turnout
increased from 65.55% to
65.78%.

The six national parties,
including the BJP, Congress
and CPI(M), bagged over
63% share of the total valid
votes.

Also, 47 recognised
State parties and 690 regis-
tered, unrecognised politi-
cal parties contested the
Parliamentary polls.



Nation mourns former PM Manmohan Singh,

economist-

He passed away at AIIMS on Thursday
night after falling unconscious at home

Sandeep Phukan

NEW DELHI

ormer Prime Minks
F ter Manmohan
Singh, 492, passed

away at the All India Insti
tute of Medical Sciences
here on Thursday evening.

Dr. Singh was admitted
10 the hospital In the emer-
gency ward around 8 p.m,
in a critical condition. “He
was treated for age related
medical conditions  and
had sudden Joss of con
sclousness at home. Resisy
citative  measures  were
started  immediately ot
home. He was brought to
the medical emergency st
AlMS Delhi at 8.06 pm.
Despite all efforts, he could
not be revived and was de-
clared dead at 951 pm,©
an ALMS bulletin sxid.

He is survived by his
wife, Gurcharan Singh,
and three daughters.

Dr. Singh, who was PM

for two terms in the Con-
wessled United Progres-
sive Alllance government
from 2004 to 2004, had
been in poor health for the
past few months, As Fi-
nance  Minister  under
former Prime Minister PV.
Narasimhia Rao, he was the
architect of reforms fn 1991
that changed the course of
India’s economic
rajectory

As a mark of respect to
the former Prime Minister,
all  Union  government
functions were cancelled
and a seven-day national
mourning was declared.
The Union Cabinet will
meet on Friday morning to
pass a condolence resolu-
tion. Dr. Singh's last rites
will be pesformed with full
state honours.

Paying her tribute 1o the
former Prime Minister in a
post on X, President Drou-
padi Murma described Dr.
Singh as “one of the great

President Droupadi Murmu describes

Singh as ‘one of the greatest sons of Bharat’

A lasting imprint
on India’s
external relations

NEW DL

Althaugh he was sometimes
witicisad by the Oppostion for
being “moun” of sitent,
Manmatan Sngh was a profdic
COMMUNICAOr whes It Came 10
his foreign policy. Hes
engagement with the Quad
mado way ke two of his
biggmt Saregn policy
breskthroughs: with Japan,
thit ended India’s isclation
over the nuciear tests of 1996,
and with the United States,
which allowed for the cral
nuclear deal » PAGE

et sons of Bharat”,

“Dr. Manmohan Singh Ji
was one of those rare polit-
Iclans who also straddled
the workls of academsia
and administration  with
equal ease. In his various

roles in public offices, he
made critical contributions
10 reforming Indian econo-
my. He will always be re-
membered for his service
1o the nation, his unblem
ished political life and his

Modi says as PM, Singh made extensive
efforts to improve people’s lives

Manmohan Singh
(1932 - 2024)

utmost humility, His pass
ing is a great loss to all of
us, | pay my respectiul
homage to one of the great
est sons of Bharut and con-
vey my heartfelt condo-
lences to his family, friends

A forthright FM
who effected

social change

NEW DELIN
s woll known that
Marenchan Singh made way
Sor foregn nvestments i
myriad sectors. Vet, few would
remember his makden Budget
2o set the foundations of
tndia's modem stock market
boom with the creation of
SEBL Or that he passionately
batsed for consumer interests
s well a3 wealth crestory,
even a3 he beld reservatons.
againat “mindles and
heartless” conmpicuous
CONSUMerism. » PAGE §

aned admirers,” she said,
Offering tributes to his
predecessor, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said In-
dia mourns the loss of one
of its most distinguished
leaders whose wisdom and

ruler credited with liberalisation

Government functions cancelled and
seven-day national mourning declared

humility were always visi-
ble. “Dy. Manmohan Singh
Ji. Rising from humble ori
ns, be rose to become a
respected economist. He
served In various govern-
ment positions as well, in-
cluding as Finance Minis-
ter, leaving a  strong
imprint on our economic
policy over the years. His
interventions  in  Parlia
ment were also Insightful
As our Prime Minister, he
made extensive efforts to
Improve people’s lives,”
Mr. Modi sald on X.
Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and her daughter
Privanka  Gandhi  Vadra
reached the hospital as
s00n as news of his hospi-
talisation became known
Congress president Malll
karfun Kharge and Leader
of the Oppasition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi,
who were in Karnataka’s
Belagavi for an extended

meeting of the Congress
Working Committee,
rushed back to Delhi.

In a post on X, Mr.
Kharge said India has lost a
vislonary statesman, a
leader of unimpeachable
Integrity, and an econo-
mist of unparalleled sta
ture, and asserved that
“history will undoubtedly
Judige him kindly™. “A man
of action rather than
words, his immense contrh
bution to nationbuilding
will be erched In the annals
of Indlan history

“Manmohan Singh )i led
India with immense wis
dom and integrity. His hu
mility and deep under
standing of  economics
inspired the nation. My
heartfelt condolences 1o
Mrs. Kaur and the family. |
have lost 4 mentor and
guide. Millions of us who
admired him will remem-
ber him with the utmost
pride.” Mr. Gandhi ssid




