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Strong resistance to Trump’s Gaza plan expected at mini-Arab summit today

NEWS ANALYSIS

Kallol Bhattacherjee

RIVADH

President Donald Trump's
plans for resolving the Is
raek-Palestine crisis by “re-
locating” the Palestinian
population uf Gaza to oth-
er Arab states are expected
to face strong opposition
as Saudi Arabia prepares to
basta mint-Arab summit in
Riyadh this weekend.
Apart from the summit,
the region {s also tense ov-
er the funeral, in Beirut, of
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah, who was assassi-
nated in & missile attack in
the Lebanese capital on
Sepeember 27, 2024 by Is-

rael. The funeral is expect-
ed to be a show of strength
for the Iran-Lebanon Shia
crescent. The summit of
the five Arab powers was
earlier planned for Thurs-
day but has now been
pushed to Friday and ex-
panded where all the six
members of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (Saudi Ara-
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, the
UAE, Oman, and Qatar)
will be joined by Egypt and
Jordan to brainstorm over
the U.S-srael plans,

While the mainly Arab
Muslim nations will display
unity of purpose, the fun-
eral of Nasrallah is expect-
ed to showease the people
power of the Iran-Lebanon
Shia crescent that can heat
up further in case Iscael,

now armed by the US.-
made 2000-pound bunker
buster bombs, carries out
an attack on lran in the
coming weeks.

Diplomats participating
in the dialogues told The
Hindu that the impact of
President Trump's Gaza
plans will play out in the
region over & span of the
next six months and the
fatest round of talks being
held in Riyadh is #n at-
tempe to stop sudden esca-
Lation from breaking out.

Analysts  pointed out
that the solution that Presi-
dent Trump has been sug-
gesting s inherently weak
as It Is part of the ‘America
First” policy which does
oot take into consideration

hy fother stake-

Displaced Palestinians wait along the Salsh al-Din road in Nuseirat
10 €ro6s t0 the norther part of the Gaza Strp. FILE MO0

holders such as the Euro-
pean powers, who are ex-
pected  to  face  the
blowhack If the Arab bloc
1o form a common
front in support of the two-
stute solution  for

Najib Saab, Secretary
General of  Beirut-based
Arab Forum for Environ-
ment and Development,
sald the just concluded
meeting between US. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru
bio and Russian Foreign

Minister Sergei Lavrov hias
shawn that the Trump ad
ministration Is not giving
importance to the opinion
of the European Undon. Mr.
Saab did not rule out an
Arsb pushback asa US. ks
rael Jed attempt to relocate
the Palestinian popelation
from the Gaza Strip could
abi Egypt and Jor-
dan, triggering existential
concens across the major
states of the region.

got no worries
On the sidelines of the Sau-
di Media Forum, o media
conclave being held paral-
lel to the peace talks on Uk
raine and Gaza here, Mr,
Saab told The Hinde that
President Trump's Gaza
plans are supported by the

fact that he does not have
1o worry about discuption
of energy supplies o the
U.S. as the country is now
energy sufficlent. “Howey-
1, the same is not true for
Europe which remains de-
pendent on the Gulf for
energy supplies and Eu-
rope will tace energy dis
ruption il President
Trump's Gaza formula des
tabilises the region.”

The Arab powers that
will meet in Riyadh this
weekend also have to con-
tend with the fact that any
display of weakness by
them will give an oppor-
tunity to the Shia front that
will carry owt a show of
strength on Sunday as peo-
ple from Iran, Iraq, Syria
and other places are flying

into Beirut to attend the
funeral of Nasraliah

To counter any such fm
pression, the UAE's Presi-
dent Shelkh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan on Wed-
nesday hosted LS, Secre
tary of State Marco Rubio
in Abu Dhabi and opposed
proposals for displacing
Palestinians from Gaza.

Mr. Saab pointed out
that Abu Dhabi has fol
lowed the plan as laid
down by Saudi Arabia,
which had quickly op-
posed Mr. Trump's plans in
the first week of February.
“The Arab position is more
or less clear that without
an Independent Palesting,
Israel will not get to nor-
mulise refation with major
Arab powers,” he said.



Bumpy road ahead for MSMEs as they
try to sell to the EV industry

While the electric vehicle supply chain holds potential for micro, small and medium enterprises and startups, it is not an easy ride; from access to

finance and technology to availability of skilled workers, there are several roadblocks for these entrepreneurs who are trying to cater to EVs
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M. Soundariva Preetha
COIMBATORE

fjayan Srinivasan of
Eco Dynaamic in
Coimbatore is into
the manufacturing of elec-
tric  three-wheelers for
more than a decade and
has sold over 4,000 vehi-
cles that are operated with-
in the premises of the
buyers. It is only in 2022
that Tamil Nadu came out
with a policy for electric
three-wheelers and there
are a lot of challenges even
now in getting approval for
commercial sale of e-rick-
shaws, he says.
Manikandan Palani-
muthu, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Greenerg Mobility
Solutions, is one of the few
electric vehicle (EV) start-
ups in Coimbatore that has
raised funds and develops
displays for electric vehi-
cles. Its additional require-
ment is almost TOO crores.
“We develop a new model
almost every six months,”
he says. However, a cus-
tomer suddenly stops pur-
chasing a particular model
because of the change in
product requirement and
safety norms and the
stocks of the older models
become a financial burden
on the company, he says.
Vijayan and Manikan-
dan are among the early
entrepreneurs in the grow-
ing ecosystem of start-ups
in the EV space in Coimba-

tore, which is one of the
major micro, small and
medium enterprises
(MSME) clusters supplying
components to the fossil
fuel based automobile sec-
tor. While the EV supply
chain holds potential for
MSMEs and startups, it is
not an easy ride, they say.

From access to finance
and technology to availa-
bility of skilled workers,
there are several road-
blocks for these
entrepreneurs.

The government gave
36,825 crore in incentives
under the second phase of
FAME India scheme, in-
tended to support the ma-
nufacture and adoption of
EVs. 14.69 lakh two-wheel-
ers and 1.78 lakh three-
wheelers, were sold in In-
dia till February 19, 2025.

As long as sales of ICE
vehicles continue to
grow, component
manufacturers will have
orders. EVs will only be
additional business,

K.ILANGO
Auto components manutacturer

Earlier, there were just a
handful of big names that
were selling internal com-
bustion engine (ICE) two-
wheelers. More than 300
brands sell electric two-
wheelers now across the
country. Most of them pref-
er to source their compo-
nent needs from the exist-
ing suppliers in the
automobile  vertical as
these MSME units know

the quality standards and
the general requirements
of the industry, says a Ben-
galuru-based electric two-
wheeler manufacturer, in-
dicating the potential for
MSMEs that are already in
the automobile supply
chain or those that want to
enter this industry.

Subsidy misuse

Another original equip-
ment manufacturer (OEM)
in Coimbatore says, while
the FAME scheme is in-
tended to support EV ma-
nufacturers develop a local
or in-house supply chain
for the component re-
quirements, many brands
use it to sell the vehicles at
a lower price in the mar-
ket. The component cost is
multiple times  higher
when sourced locally com-

pared with imports, he
said.

Further, most of the EVs
sold now are two-wheel-
ers. The MSMEs in the au-
tomobile clusters supply
components  for four-
wheelers and heavy vehi-
cles too. As long as sales of
ICE cars, trucks, and buses
continue to grow, these
component manufacturers
will have orders. Supply to
EVs will only be an addi-
tional business, says K.
llango, an automobile
component manufacturer.

Organisations such as
the Coimbatore District
Small Industries Associa-
tion (CODISSIA), Southern
India Engineering Manu-
facturers Association (SIE-
MA), and the Scientific and
Industrial Testing and Re-
search Centre (Si'Tarc) are
looking at cluster approach
to develop common facili-
ties that will support the
MSMEs and startups to
venture more into the elec-
tric vehicle sector.

Exacting standards
The CODISSIA president
M. Karthikeyan and its
treasurer P. Ponram say
they have conducted skill
development programmes
for MSMEs so that workers
are able to meet the high
precision needs of EV ma-
nufacturers. They are also
exploring ways to make
funds available for MSMEs
that want to venture into
the EV segment.
According to K. Mohan
Senthil Kumar, president

of Si'Tare, who is also sup-
plying to EVs, SI'Tarc, CO-
DISSIA and SIEMA are set-
ting up a common testing
and product development
centre in Coimbatore with
the support of the Tamil
Nadu government, espe-
cially to support MSMES to
make motors for EVs.

However, Kanishka Aru-
mugam, CEO of Ekki
Pumps, says it is not easy
for MSME motor manufac-
turers to start making mo-
tors for EVs. It requires
more funds and OEMS are
currently making the mo-
tors in-house or purchas-
ing from large manufactur-
ers. The entire supply
chain ecosystem for EVs
will take time to stabilise
and MSMEs will have a
clear path ahead only then.

K. Barathan, founder of
Ozotec Automobile, says
the vendor requirement ra-
tio for electric and regular
two wheelers is 1:5. 60%-
70% cost in any electric
two-wheeler is for battery
pack. “If battery technolo-
gy is developed in India,
EV is the future,” he says.

While the opportunities
may be less at present for
MSMES that want to be part
of the component supply
chain for e-two wheelers,
there are new technologies
and new skill sets that are
in demand. For instance,
Ozotec’s team of develop-
ers are all engineers who
have landed their first job.
“We need engineers, soft-
ware developers, data ana-
lysts, etc,” he adds.



Is consumption enough to drive growth?

An economy’s growth depends on two Factors. One is the supply or the production of goods and services, and the other is the demand or expenditure for purchasing these

goods and senvices. Among the sources of demand, investment stands out for its ability to create ‘multiplier effects. Consumption can only follow, not lead. growth

FOONOMIC NOTES

Tayan Jose Thomas

neconomy’s growth is like
sailing on two boats tugged to
each other. On ooe side is the
supply or the production of
goods and services. GOP, or gross
domestic product, s the value the
production process adds. On the other
sde, there is demand or expenditure for
purchasing these goods and services from
the market. Both the supply and the
demand boats must move in tandem. If
supply procecds slower than demand,
prices rise, leading to inflation. If demand
falls behind, firms will he lefi with unsold
Iventories, wiich may lead w cuts in
future production, job and income losses,
and a worsening cycle of dermand and
growth slowdown
The demand or aggregate expenditure
in an economy comes from four sources,
First is private eonsumption, which is the
sum of expenditures by all Individuals on
items such as food, elothing, and mobile
phones. Second is private investment,
which is the amount spent by firms and
households on installing new machines
and constructing new fctories or
residences. Third is government
expendinure, for consumption and
investment. The former refers to the
money spent on day-to-day government.
aperations, including paying salaries to
officers, teachers; doctors and others
arrached to public Instimions. Fourth is
DEL EXPOTTS OF BXPOrts minus import of
goods and services while engaging in
trade with the rest of the world,

Investment and its multipliers
Among the sources of demand,
investment stands out for its ability 1o
create ‘multiplier effects”. That is, an
increase in investment of 2100 could
increase the economy's cverall demand
and GO by more than 2100 — let us say
by 125, with the multiplier being 1.25.
Consider, for instance, public investment
in building a new highway network. The
incomes received by workers and firms
ivolved in the road construction project
will generate fresh derand in the
ecomomy. But that is not all. The highways
will trigger the estahlishment of new
shops and cresite opporiunities for new
industries, all of which rransiate intoa
much bigger expansion of aggregate
demand. The multiplier effect will
depend on the nature of the investment
and the state of the economy.
mdriplier from an investment in a railway
line is likely higher in an underdeveloped
district than in a region witha
well-developed rransport network,
Compared to investment, the
multiplier effect arising from increased
consumption is much wesker. If incomes
increase, consumption expenditures also
increase, but the relotion does not work
strongly inough in the reverse directlon.
Arkse in consumption cannot it ncomes
as much in the rest of the economy.
Therefore, according to Keynesian
ECONOMESLS, consurmpiion is 4 passive
component of aggregate demand.

Indian and Chinese experiences

In the early 1990s, the per capita incomes
of India and China were almoest the sune.
Baoth countries were equally poor, with
the average income of an Indian or
Chinese resldent being approximately
1.5% of the average income of an
American. But by 2023, China’s per capita
Ivcome has grown to five times as high as
the Indian level (2.4 times as high if
purchiasing power differences between

the multiplier effect arising from Increased
- Hincomes increaze, consumption
hw, hut the relation does not work strangly encugh

Chart 1: Per capita income and investment rates in India and China
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rate rose b0 44.5% in China

proguortion of LS. levels, the per capita
incomes of Ching and India were 15% and
3%, respectively, in 2023 (Chart 1. The
speedy growth of incomes in China has
been led by investment.

China's investment rates have been
significantly higher than India’s from the
19708 onward. In 1992, investment as a
share of GDP was 39.1% in China
compred W 27.4% In India, even though
the per capita Incomes of the two
countries were nearly equal. The gap in
ivestment rates between India and China
marrowed during the first half of the
200008, with India's investment rate
climbing to 35.5% in 2007, However, the
ewo countrles responded w the global
financial crisis of 2007-08 and s
aftermuath in starkly different ways, The
Investment rate took a big it in [ndza,
especially after 2002, However, China
batthed f1s peonomde challenges with
considerable expenditure, primarily
through its state-owned enterprises, in
areas such as infrastructure, advanced
manufacturing, renewable energy, and
artificial intelligence. By 2013, the

but dropped to 21.3% in India. In 2023,
these mtes wene 41.3% and 30.8%,
respectively, for China and India (Chart 1.

private corporate sectors in India (it is too
early to say If the marginal improvement
in investment in 2022-23 is here t stay)
{Chart 2). The only segmemt that has

India’s economic growth over the last shown some vitality s household
decade has been driven III.II!:II} by investment, especially in residential
ling domestic o p b and that too during the early
i In 2023, ¢ omasa 05, The continued reluctance of

shiare of GOP was 50.3% in India

compared t 39.1% in China (Table 1). The
dominance of conswmption in Indizs GDP
structure is malnly due m the weaknesses
of the other

private capttalists 1o spend more in the
economy is a sign of their sagging ‘animal
splrits’, In thmes ke these, the
gwt.mmmmm}s 0 step In with s
particulardy in critical

demand in the country, The shares of

and
expendimure are relath'e]y I:yw. India also
has a trade deficlt, with its import of
goods and services being larger than s
exports, reducing domestic demand.
Economic growth driven by
consumption s not only sower than
investment-led growth, bt it also
aggravates inequalities. The growth of
jobs, incomes, mnd consumption has

sectors, (o boost private sector confidence
and help spread the benefits of growth 1o
the broader papulation.

However, the government has not
shown its resolve, including in the kst
Undon Budget, to provide an investment
boost to the Indian econcmy. Instead, the
tax concessmls and the unwnllmgnessm

Iy raise g
indicate a prelerenre for a Inlw gmlh
trajectory pulled by the consumption of

remained depressed for many Indians, the middle and upper classes,

and they will be left behind. JFayan jose Themas fs a Profissor of
There has beena ion in the ics it the Indian Institute of

growth of investment by the public and Technotogy (T3 Deli,

THE GIST

Cangider, for nstance, public
Imvestment in bullding a new

o ghway  The incomes
received by warkers and fHirms
imvoived in the raad
construction projoct will
genevate frash demand in the
economy.

-

There has been a stagnation m
the growth of investment by
the public ard private
corparate sectars in India. The
only sesment that has shawn
some vitality & household
inwestmennt.

-

The government needs to steg
in with it investments,
\particulnrty in critical sectoes,
to borst private sector
confidence and help spread
the benefits af growth 1o the
begadar pogulation.
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he popular YouTube show ‘India’s

Gat Latent” has sparked eontroversy

after eriminal proceedings were

initiated against its creators and
participants over allegedly obscene remarks in
one of its episodes, On February 18, 2025, the
Supreme Court granted interim protection from
arrest to podeaster Ranveer Allahbadia, one of
the participants named in the FIRs. This has
reignited the debate on whether stringent
criminal sanctions are justified for contentious
speech. Is there a right to take offence? Justice
Gautam Patel and Dushyant Dave dhcmt the
qui ostion ina

Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Is there a right to take offence at any form of
speech?

Justice Gautam Patel: No such right exists, The
reasonable restrictions on free speech under
Article 19(2) of the Constitution do not recognise
offensive speech as a distinct category. Instead,
the restrictions are narrowly defined and
include security of the state, public order,
decency, marality, and other specific grounds.
Therefare, the notion of a right to take offence
lies heyond the ambit of constitutionally
permlssihle limitations. While the langu.ue used
in the show is highly objectionable and
unpalatable, it does not necessarily amount 1 a
violation of decency or morality under Article
19Q2).

Dushyant Dave: The right to free speech is
always subject to certain exceptions, including
decency and morality. However, these standards
vary across jurisdicrions and evolve over time.
While T agree that the language used in the show
was highly inappropriate, [ have serious
reservations about whether it meets the legal
threshold to constitute a criminal offence. In
reality, such language is widely used in everyday
discourse and has become common parlance in
society, Thus, the outrage surrounding it seems
misplced.

Should Laws be paternalistic, or restrict
speech only when it poses an imminent risk
of public disorder?

DD: | believe that speech should remain
unrestricted, except when it is seditious and
incites violence, The Constituent Assembly
debates reveal strong opposition to the
restrictions imposed on free speech under
Article 192)19(6), with many members arguing
that the government should not have the power
to curtail expression. However, De, B.R.
Ambedkar maintained that in the larger interest
of the nation, some restrictions were necessary

franveer Allahbadia. SPecial nmu:{vsw

| aslong as they remained narrowly defined.

Hawever, the irony is that politicians routinely
engage in hate speech, yet constitutional
authorities fail 1o take any action, Given this, |
would rather grant citizens greater latitude to
express themselves than condone such
reprehensible conduct from our political
leaders.

GP: The {reedom of speech under Article 19(14a)
can be restricted only by the limitations
explicitly prescribed in Articie 192). While the
right to free speech is expansive, the restrictions
on it remain narrowly defined. Therefore, the
state cannat fmpose restrictions beyond these

itutional More ly, speech
cannot be curtailed through executive action -
such restrictions must be imposed solely

through duly enacted legislation.

[t y a vital
against the moral convictions of the
majority?

DD: Constitutional morality upholds the spirit of
the Constitution by reinforcing values like social
justice and equality. However, restrictions on
free speech are governed by statute law. Any
evaluation of whether speech constitutes an
offence must be confined to these nanowty
defined legal parameters, rather than
shifting moral sentlments of the publk

That said, society has every right to condemn
the remarks made on the show. It can express
discontent through criticism or boycotts.
Haowever, criminal sanctions are never the
salution. Moreover, the increasing trend of filing
multiple FIRs for the same offence constitutes
harassment. 1t not only prejudices the accused
but also undermines their right to a fair defence.

GP: Constitutional morality s a nuanced and
evolving concept. It is not an inherent sentiment
but one that must be cultivated, There is also

1)

g its
| constitutional p pn)cm “For instance, Dr. B.R.

Is there a right to take offence?

Profanity is not humour; it is an indication of
thoughtlessness, Intelligent humour does not
require offensive language. As a society, we
miust understand that divergent views are
Inevitable. We can engage with them or
ignore then. but not sitence the messenger.
JUSTICE GAUTAM PATEL

Ambedkar believed it was wiser to entrust the
legislature with prescribing forms of
administration rather than embedding them in
the Constitution. That said, 1 agree that whether
a form of speech qualifies as an offence is a
matter strictly governed by substantive Law.

Can profane speech necessarily be
considered “obscene” speech?

GP: A speech laced with profanities is not
necessarily obscene. This understanding has

evolved over five decades of judicial
interpretation. In 1964, the :upr:me Courtin
Ranjit D. Udeshi v. State of Mah applied

of misplaced priorities?

DD: Yes, definitely. Politicians continue to spew
hate speech with impunity. During the Lok
Sabha elections, several politicians, including
the Prime Minister, made blatantly divisive
remarks against minorities. Yet, the Election
Commission and the State Police remained silent
spectators. Opposition parties also failed 1o
challenge these violations in court. Meanwhile,
mainstream television journalists amplify hate
speech daily. This should alarm every member
of society, Comedians are targeted across
political lines because they

uncomfortable truths. Politicians percetve them
as a threat. But dissent and criticism are
fundamental to democracy. Silencing them
paves the way for authoritarianism,

GP: Comedians pliy a crucial role in society by
challenging authority and reflecting societal
realities. | firmly believe in the Latin mazim “n
jomwﬂrm - In jest, there is truth.” Thus, the
ing of ¢ Jkans is not just

but reprehensible. However, profanity is not
hurour; It is an Indicaton o(lhuq;iuk»snﬁs
Intelligent humour does not require offensive

the Victarian-era Hicklin test to ban Lady
Chatterfey’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence. It defined
abscenity as anything with a “tendency to
deprave and corrupt” those susceptible to
immoral influences. Fifty years later, in Awek
Sarkar v. State of Wesr Bengal, the Court
embraced the “community standards™ test, a
MOTE CORtemporary awmmh However,

and hard
10 define. Does it mean lhat discussions about
sex in public discourse must be prohibited? 1f so,
what does that imply far our ancient art and
sculptures? These standards continue to evolve.
Today, few woukd deem Lady Chatterley’s Lover
obscene rather than a literary masterpiece.

DD: Ohscenity s not explicitly defimed under
criminal law or the Information Technolagy Act
2000. Instead, its determination |s a matter of
degree, shaped by society’s evolving moral
standards. Looking at the eratic art of Khajuraho

As a society, we must understand that
divergent views are inevitable. We can either
engage with them or ignore them, but not
silence the messenger. 1also agree with
Dushyant that we are failing to penalise the
rising instances of hate speech.

Efforts to regulate digital content, such as the
vices lation) Bill, have
intensified. What are your concerns?

GP: 1do not endorse any such regulatory
attempts. Once free speech is restricted, it sets a
dangerous precedent. Censorship creates
uniformity, compelling everyone to consume
the same sanitised information. But the essence
of free speech is to prevent such conformity, [na
democracy, divergent opinions are essential.
Else, we risk sliding into authoritarianism.

DD: My concern is the selective enforcement of
Taws. v do censorship laws primarily arget

and Konark. It seems that rather than b ing
more progressive, our society has regressed over
time. Justice Krishna lyer 1 this dil

Opposition leaders and goy crities?
People are dnmd 1o court for merely
even when their

in Raj Kapoor & Ors. v. State (1979), where the
court quashed criminal proceedings against the
makers of the film Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram. He
observed: “The relation between reality and
relativity must haunt the Court's evaluation of
abscenity, expressed in society’s pervasive
humanity, not law’s penal perspective.”

A recent study by the research group India
Hate Lab found a 74.4% surge in hate speech
:plnumﬂnorkiesbypollddanshwu Is

acase

peung ot

speech falk shun. of sedition. Laws must be
applied fairly and impartially - something the
judiciary is failing to uphold. A vibrant
democracy demands unwavering protection of
free speech.

Ta listen 1o the full intenaew
Scan the code or go ta the link
www thehindy.com




The long and winding road of India-China relations

China in January 2025, during which India

and China made several announcements on
the future of their bilateral relations. He met
Wang Yi, who is China's Foreign Minister,the
Director of the Office of Central Commission of
Foreign Affairs and also a politburo member of
the party, and also Liu Jianchao, Minister of the
International Department of the Chinese
Communist Party.

The Indian statement after this meeting
indicated that the process of restoration of
several aspects of bilateral relations including
media and think tank exchanges, the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, and bilateral flights is on the
cards for the summer of 2025,

l ndia’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri was in

Possible reasons

India and China have attempted to move forward
after more than four years of tense and
stalemate-based relations since the clashes in
Galwan in June 2020. Stalemates cannot be
permanent. Both sides have made their points
and moved to the détente. One can argue that
there are several reasons for the timing of this
hilateral agreement, the main being the election
of Donald Trump, who is a known disruptor and
unpredictable in his ways of doing business. The
other is about economic concerns in China and in
India in recent times.

India and China have been bracing for the
Trump impact especially when by the middle of
October last year his election was already
beginning to look more likely to happen. This
possibility may have pushed the October 2024
de-escalation agreement between India and
China, and Mr. Trump’s gigantic electoral victory
in Novernber 2024 may have pushed the January
2025 agreement between India and China. There
is a historic logic to this as well. China agreed to

Avinash Godbole

is Professor and
Associate Academic
Dean at Jindal School
of Liberal Arts and
Humanities {J5LH], O
P. Jindal Global
University

Though India
and China have
attempted o
move forward
after Galwan,
abundant
caution may be
the best way
forward

=9

normalising relations with India, after the 1962
war, only in the backdrop of the backlash in the
aftermath of the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre. Again, China may have agreed to
normalise its relations with India given that it had
to brace for the Trump impact. Thus, there is
hath internal and external logic around the
restoration of normaley.

However, since we do not know whether
patrolling rights have been/are fully restored or
whether demohbilisation is in its advanced stages,
such an absence of communication on the part of
the government raises doubts and questions
needlessly.

At the LAC

The Government of India has maintained
absolute silence on the status of de-escalation,
demilitarisation and demobilisation of the fairly
large number of troops. Troops were mobilised
and deploved on the border, first during the
tensions of May-June 2020, and then in even
larger numbers in the aftermath of the June 15,
2020 clashes. These troops were on active duty
ot in newly created barracks close to the six
points of tension along the border including in
Galwan, Depsang Bulge, Charding Nala, Gogra
Post and Hot Springs and on the north bank of
the Pangong lake.

There is also no clarity whether the large
number of People’s Liberation Army troops on
the Chinese side, before and after the clashes,
have retreated to their bases. Confirmation of this
would mean that the actual restoration of
normaley on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has
been achieved. India has also made it clear in the
aftermath of 2020 that it was China that had
violated the several agreements and protocols the
two sides had signed. One is not sure about
whether these have been rectified in a verifiable

way. This in turn can only be established when
patrolling rights have not only been agreed to but
also exercised.

The briefing in October 2024, by the Foreign
Secretary, prior to the 16th BRICS summit in
Kazan in this respect, was already guarded. It
only alluded to an agreement that would lead to
the “process of disengagement and resolution of
issues that emerged in 2020". A follow-up
briefing on this issue would have been useful and
necessary to make it clear that India had not
given up on its position on the bilateral relations.

India’s principled stand in dealing with China
in the aftermath of the 2020 crisis has been that
the stability on the border and the restoration of
the status quo ante are the preconditions to
progress in other aspects of bilateral relations.
However, it was China that reiterated that India
should move on from the clashes and not let the
border standoff be a hindrance to the
development of overall bilateral relations in the
economic, political and social sectors.

The need for clarity

India’s silence on the progress on the status of
restoration of status quo ante makes it appear as
though the Chinese position of “moving on” is
succeeding and that India is abandoning its
position of stability and restoration before there
is progress on other aspects. It was always known
that the process of restoring normalcy would be
Iong drawn and fraught with challenges. In
addition, the worldviews of India and China will
remain divergent as their ideas about the world
order are not going to converge anytime soon.
India-China relations have seen several cyclical
ups and downs in the Xi Jinping era. Therefore,
abundant caution would be the best way forward.
The Indian government's lack of clarity does not

| boost one's confidence.



Al-powered tools generate real time
insights into antibiotic resistance

Ramya Kannan

team of researchers from Indra-
A prastha Institute of Information

Technology-Delhi (IINT-Delhi) have
come up with Al-powered data integration
and predictive analytics tools to under-
stand patterns of antibiotic resistance in
real time, enabling agencies to act on
them speedily.

As part of a collaboration between IIIT-
Delhi, CHRI-PATH, Tata lmg, and Indian
Council of Medical Research scientists,
the Al-driven tool AMRSense has been de-
ployed to use routine data that is generat-
ed in hospitals to generate accurate and
early insights on antimicrobial resistance
at the global, national, and hospital levels.

In a paper, ‘Emerging trends in antimi-
crobial resistance in bloodstream infec-
tions: multicentric longitudinal study in
India,” published in The Lancet Regional
Health - Southeast Asia, authors Jasmine
Kaur, Harpreet Singh, and Tavpritesh
Sethi show results from analysing six-
vears of data from 21 tertiary care centres
in the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search’s AMR surveillance network retros-
pectively, establishing relationships bet-
ween antibiotic pairs and the directional
influence of resistance in community and
hospital-acquired infections.

“There is a shared mechanism of resis-
tance between antibiotics, we already
know. Usually to do that, people use ge-
nomics, but that’s an expensive proposi-
tion,” explains Dr. Sethi. “We have pro-
posed a way, which is inexpensive
because it uses these routine data sets
from hospitals. We show that by using rou-
tine data effectively, we can discern rela-
tionships between different antibiotics
pairs and the direction AMR is taking —

whether it is rising or not. Say, for instance,
if resistance to one specific antibiotic is go-
ing up, some months down the line, it is
likely that resistance to an antibiotic pair
might also shoot up. With these connec-
tions, we generated actionable evidence.”

Dr. Sethi adds: “We have tried to go
beyond the traditional way of looking at AT -
asking how it can enable better decision-
making for a given patient in a clinical set-
ting or a public health setting. We think AI
can also be used to understand AMR ste-
wardship and surveillance aspects, from the
hospital level, upwards. Hospitals already
routinely send out patient isolates, for ex-
ample, blood, sputum, urine, pus, etc., for
culture sensitivity testing in order to make
informed decisions on treatment courses.
We are saying that these reports can be used
to construct Al-based pipelines and meth-
ods that can lead to Al-driven or Al-en-
hanced antimicrobial stewardship.”

The AMROrbit Scorecard that the team
developed also won an award at the 2024
AMR Surveillance Data Challenge. Can we
use these scorecards to make it more time-
Iy? Dr. Sethi explains: “It plots the orbit of
resistance, say of every hospital or depart-
ment, alongside a global median of resis-
tance and a global rate of change. So around
those global values, how well does a depart-
ment, a hospital, or a certain country fare?
That is what the scorecard will be able to
provide real time data for.”

The ideal quadrant for any hospital or
country to be in is where there is low base-
line resistance and low rate of change as
well, said Jasmine Kaur, of IIT-D. Orbits spi-
ral in or out, but the AT tool can offer infor-
mation facilitating timely interventions that
can bring it to a desirable range of resis-
tance.

How accurate and reliable are these Al
models? “In our paper, we have shown that

our models did capture the trends as ob-
served in the perind we collected data for.
However, unless we have future data, we
can't really say, like, for example COVID- 19
upended things, right? The only evidence
we have currently is that globally it seems
that our models are capturing the increas-
ing rate of resistance in various studies.”

Clinicians can make intormed decisions
based on the visual image that OMROrbit
provides them using the data generated by
the hospital, explains Ms. Kaur. It has been
proven that it can augment ongoing surveil-
lance at various levels. Various kinds of
comparisons can be done using the toal,
she adds. For instance, if it is a chain of hos-
pitals, then the tool can be used to com-
pare AMR rates between different depart-
ments, cities and centres across the
country. “The only possible limitation
would be in circumstances and settings
that do not have consistent, granular sur-
veillance data. Then the AT model will not
make sense. This could occur in countries
where surveillance data is not digitally ac-
cessible.,” she adds.

"We know there are other environmen-
tal factors such as anibiotics being used as
growth factors in the poultry industry or
leachates in the soil, that can also lead to
AMR. The ideal would be, if at the public
health level, we should be able to use the
data we have from the hospitals, matching
it with antibiotic sales, and community-le-
vel data, and study the environmental fac-
tors too. We hope to do that soon, Dr. Sethi
explains.

(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)
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The silent victims of cancer:
indirect consequences on chil

While policies focus on reducing direct treatment costs, easing the indirect burden — through caregiver aid. educational support. and employment protections — is equally

crucial. These interventions improve treatment adherence, mental well-being, and safeguard the next generation’s opportunities

Vid Karmarkar

hen Aarav an 18-year-old

from Mumbai, was

diagnosed with Hodgkin's

Lymphoma in 2018, he
asked his mother, “Why me?” His dream
of becoming an investment banker had
shattered with the diagnosis. But he didn't
Jjust survive - he thrived. [ heard him
speak at an event organised by a leading
cancer hospital in Mumbai for
International Childhood Cancer Day,
which falls an February 15.

Unlike most teenagers of his age,
whose hands are busy scrolling through
social media, while one of Aarav’s hands
received chemotherapy, the other
clutched his accountancy books. He
didn’t let cancer slow him down. Instead,
he conquered it - emerging as an All
India topper in the Chartered
Accountancy exams, But not all
childhood cancer stories see a happy end.

Aarav reminded me of Meena, a
10-year-old from Pune, whose story took a
different turn. Her mother, a domestic
help, was diagnosed with late-stage breast
cancer. Her father, an autorickshaw
driver, worked hard to ensure Meena got
an education, believing it was her path to
a better furure. But cancer rewrote their
fate, Her mother could no longer work,
and her father, needing to care for her,
lost days of income. With their paltry
earnings dwindling further, they had no
choice but to pull Meena out of school.
Unlike Aarav, she was not lucky - cancer
did not just take her mother’s life; it
trapped Meena in a cycle of generational
poverty.

A recent National Cancer Registry
Programme (NCRP) report found that
childhood cancers (0-14 years) account
for 4% of all cancer cases in India, while
adult cases near a million annually — and
these numbers are expected to rise. This
leaves lakhs of children vulnerable to the
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When a child or parent is diagnosed
with cancer, schooling takes a hit.
Low-income families are often forced to
pull children out due to financial strain,
while older siblings in such households
take on caregiving or work to supplement
income, limiting their future prospects.

For imstance, Sridevi, a second-year
college student from a low-income family
from Hyderabad, had to work asa
fast-food crew member and tutor school
children to cover her father's escalating
oral cancer treatment costs. This
impacted her academic performance and
took a toll on her mental health.

Disruptions in education have a
cascading effect. Studies show that
children who drop out of school due to
financial distress face lower lifetime
earnings and higher rates of economic
instability. In the context of cancer, the
disease not only devastates the present

but also risks the next

hidden financial toll of cancer. Whether
battling the disease or affected by a
parent’s illness, children are the silent
victims.

Protecting the next generation
Children are the future of a nation. To
build a strong nation, we need an
educated and skilled workforce,
Education is also a pathway to their
economic empowerment, But cancer
disrupts this journey.

generation in a cycle of hardship.

The other indirect costs
Loss of opportunity for education is just
one example of the indirect costs of
cancer treatment. Such costs include
non-medical expenses and financial losses
from diagnosis and treatment. These can
be as debilitating as direct mexical and
non-medical costs.

Loss of income is one of the most
significant burdens, as patients may need

Many insurers offer plans with
riders covering cancers. They
provide income replacement or
lump-sum payouts to offset lost
wages, caregiving costs, and daily
expenses. However, they are
often excluded from standard
policies, have strict criteria, or
come with high premiums

extended leave or even lose their jobs.
Family caregivers, often spouses or
children, may also reduce work hours or
quit jobs entirely, worsening financial
strain.

Travel and accommodation costs add
to the burden, especially for patients from
rural areas who must frequently travel to
treatment centres in cities. Daily living
expenses rise due to special diets,
hospital visits, and caregiving demands,
often requiring household help or costly
services.The psychosocial and mental
health impact further escalates the strain,
with many patients and caregivers
needing counselling or therapy, which is
often unaffordable.

Insurance and government schemes
Government-backed health insurance
programimes such as Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
{AB-PMJAY) have played a crucial role in

reducing direct medical costs for cancer
patients in India. These schemes provide
financial coverage for inpatient costs,
alleviating the immediate financial stress
on affected families. But the indirect costs
of treatment are insufficiently addressed.

Disability riders in insurance plans
provide crucial financial support for
cancer patients facing long-term
disability. Many Indian insurers offer term
plans with these riders, covering severe
accidents and major cancers such as
breast, lung, and liver cancer. They
provide income replacement or lumpsum
payouts to offset lost wages, caregiving
costs, and daily expenses. However, they
are often excluded from standard
policies, have strict eligibility criteria, or
come with high premiums, limiting access
for those who need them most.

To ease non-medical expenses, Indian
Railways and Air India are offering
discounted fares for patients and
caregivers, while Himachal Pradesh and
Haryana provide free bus travel for cancer
patients. Additionally, monthly pension
schemes in states such as Haryana,
Tripura, and Himachal Pradesh are
helping mitigate the financial burden of
indirect cancer costs,

The way forward

While policies focus on reducing direct
treatment costs, easing the indirect
burden — through caregiver aid,
educational support, and employment
protections - is equally crucial. These
interventions improve treatment
adherence, mental well-being, and
safeguard the next generation’s
opportunities,

Ensuring equitable education for
cancer-affected families requires
empathetic, multi-level action - from
government policies and CSR funding to
state income support and school-level
interventions. Recognising that cancer
brings not just medical but also financial
and emotional distress, policies must
address these broader challenges. Simple
yet impactful measures — use of
calculators, extra coaching, extended
deadlines, free schaol meals, and mental
health support - can make education
more inclusive. By integrating such
interventions, we can prevent cancer
from becoming a lifelong barrier to
economic and educational equity.

(Dr. Vid Karmarkar is the founder of

Canseva Foundation.
vid.karmarkar@gmail.com)
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Childhood cancers account for
4% of all cancer cases. This
leaves thousands of chikdren
wuinerable to the financial toll
of cancer. Whether battling
the disease or affected by a
parent’s illne: idren are
the silent vic
v

Education is 3 pathway to
economic empowerment for
children, When a child or
parent is disgnosed with
cancer, famifies are often
forced to pull children out of
schools, while older siblings
take on caregiving or start
working, limiting their
prospects
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Disruptions in education have
a cascading effect. Children
who drop cut face lower
lifetime earnings and higher
rates of economic instability,
Cancer not only devastates
the present generation but
also risks trapping the next
generation in a cycle of
hardship



1&B Ministry warns OTTSs
against ‘obscene content’

Ministry cites complaints from general public, MPs and statutory bodies; directs streaming

services to enforce age-based ratings for mature content in accordance with 2021 IT Rules

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

arning  over-
w the-top (OTT)
streaming ser-

vices against transmitting
“any content that is prohi-
bited by law”, the Union
Information and Broad-
casting (I&B) Ministry on
Thursday said they should
ensure “age-based classifi-
cation of content” under
the Information Technolo-
gy (Intermediary Liability
and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021.

The OTT platforms
should enforce age-gating
requirements for mature
content, the Ministry said
in an advisory citing com-
plaints from MPs, statuto-
ry organisations and the
public.

It is unclear specifically
what “obscene, porno-
graphic and vulgar con-
tent” the circular is refer-
ring to. In December 2024,
the Ministry flagged some
shows “promoting, glamo-
rising or glorifying the use
of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances
through such portrayal by
the main protagonist and
other actors”.

The IT Rules have ex-
tensive regulations pre-

Screening content

The 1&B Ministry's latest advisory has
issued the following directives to OTT

platforms on “obscene’ content

m Ensure age-based classification

® Enforce age-gating for mature content

m Avoid prohibited content (obscene,

vulgar, pornographic)

m Follow IT Rules, 2021 for content
moderation

m Comply with laws such as POCSO Act,

IT Act, Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

Legal framework for OTT regulation

m Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act

® T Act - prohibiting obscene digital content

m IT Rules for streaming platforms

m Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita expands content regulation

scribing age ratings for
content on Indian stream-
ing services such as Netflix
and Amazon Prime Video.
Those regulations require
streaming services to have
a formal grievance redress
system. They should be
part of a three-tier system,
under which users who
are offended by certain
content can first approach
the platform, then a self-
regulatory body, and
further an inter-depart-
mental committee of the
Union government.

SC seeks action

On Tuesday, a Supreme
Court Bench, led by Justice
Surya Kant, orally ob-
served that the govern-
ment needed to take some

action on obscene content
on social media.

The present advisory
has only been sent to on-
line curated content plat-
forms, the legal term for
streaming platforms such
as Netflix, as opposed to
user-generated  content
platforms such as You-
Tube. The court was hear-
ing a case on clubbing the
FIRs against Ranveer Al-
lahbadia, the podcaster
who has been at the centre
of a storm over a joke he
cracked on the YouTube
show India’s Got Latent.

Not completely banned

The IT Rules do not com-
pletely ban swearing, sex
or nudity; they instead re-
quire that shows and films

that feature these — along
with substance abuse and
violence — be rated for ol-
der audiences.

Apart from the IT Rules,
the advisory points to oth-
er laws to warn streaming
providers against content
that features obscenity.
“Attention is also invited to
the provisions of the Inde-
cent Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act,
1986; Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023; the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act; and the In-
formation Technology (IT)
Act, 2000, wherein publi-
cation of obscene/porno-
graphic content is a pun-
ishable offence,” the
advisory reads.



Defence Ministry signs contracts worth
1,917 crore for radios, forklift trucks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Defence Ministry on
Thursday signed two con-
tracts worth ¥1,917.47 crore
for the procurement of 149
software-defined radios
(SDR) for the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) and 1,868
rough terrain forklift
trucks (RTFLT) for the
three Services.

The contract for 149
SDRs is with defence pu-
blic sector undertaking
Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL), Bengaluru at a total
cost 0f T1,220.12 crore. “In-
duction of SDRs marks the
transition from present
single purpose radios to
multi-band, multi-mode
and multi-role radios of the
future. ICG units require
high-speed secure commu-
nication along with secure
networking capability for
seamless information ex-
change for coordinated op-
erations at sea,” the Minis-
try said.

“SDRs will enable se-

Ministry officials sign contracts with ACE Ltd. and JCB India in the
presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh. pTI

cure and reliable informa-
tion sharing, situational
awareness and network-
centric operations through
high-speed data and se-
cure voice communication
capability.”

The SDRs are indige-
nously designed, deve-
loped, and manufactured
providing a significant
boost to the country’s ma-

nufacturing capabilities for
advanced military-grade
communication systems.
The statement added that
this will strengthen the
ICG’s capability to fulfil its
core responsibilities in-
cluding maritime law en-
forcement, search and res-
cue operations, fisheries
protection, and marine en-
vironment protection. Ad-

ditionally, these radios will
enhance interoperability
for joint operations with
the Indian Navy.

Critical equipment
The other contract for
1,868 RTFLTs at a total cost
0f ¥697.35 crore was signed
with ACE Limited and JCB
India Limited. It is a critical
equipment which will as-
sist in various combat and
logistics support tasks by
avoiding manual handling
of an enormous number of
stores thereby enhancing
the operational effective-
ness of the three Services.
The present case being a
buy Indian case will en-
hance national defence
equipment manufacturing
capabilities, the Ministry
said in another statement
adding that this project has
immense potential of di-
rect and indirect employ-
ment generation by encou-
raging Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises sector
through component manu-
facturing.



Turning a page in Malayalam in cyberspace

Devoted to Malayalam language and its literature, open website thaalilakkam.in, started in the

year 2020, has a vast collection of useful resources for teachers, students, and language lovers

A.S. Jayanth
KOZHIKODE

n open website
A fully devoted to
Malayalam and its

literature with a vast
collection of useful
resources for teachers,
students, and language
lovers. What
thaalilakkam.in has in
store is that and much
more.

The website has
sections such as library,
‘bhasha’ (language),
‘sahityam’ (literature),
‘puthiyava’ (what is new),
‘mattullava’ (others),
‘kalakal’ (arts), and links to
websites of various
platforms working for the

eI Eerudsoue. rlmeeTie Mo,
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promotion of Malayalam. others) options.

The library section has The ‘bhasha’ section
online (Malayalam, has dictionaries and
Sanskrit, and Tamil Malayalam grammar
literary works) and offline books. ‘Sahityam’ has

(pdf versions of Malayalam
books, links to
‘Granthapura’ website,
titles sourced from the
digital library of the Kerala
Sahitya Akademi, among

articles on language and
literature; poems and
essays that appeared on
defunct magazines;
research papers from
various universities; book

reviews; and links to the
websites of writers. The
‘mattullava’ section has
information on the literary
works of eminent writers,
apart from proverbs and
riddles. ‘Kalakal’ has
details on art museums in
Europe, U.S. and UK.,
Asia, and Australia, and
information on Kathakali
songs, among others.
M.K. Praveen Varma,
who is behind the
initiative, says the website
was started in December
2020 to help Malayalam
literature grow in the
cyberspace. “Acquiring
knowledge is the right of
every individual and its
distribution should be free

| for everyone,” he says.



Rekha Gupta takes
charge as 9th Chief
Minister of Delhi

Narendra Modi with Rekha Gupta and other Ministers during the

oath ceremony in Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
MLA Rekha Gupta took
oath as the ninth Chief Mi-
nister of Delhi at the Ramli-
la Maidan on Thursday. A
six-member Council of Mi-
nisters were also sworn in-
to office in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior BJP
leaders.

Ms. Gupta will handle
key portfolios such as Fi-
nance, Revenue, Women
and Child Development,
Services and Vigilance,
and other unallocated de-
partments.

The Cabinet comprises
Parvesh Sahib Singh, who
will handle the Public Wel-
fare Department and Wa-
ter; Ashish Sood, who will
take charge of the Home,
Power, Education and Ur-
ban Development portfo-
lios; Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
given charge of Food &
Supplies, Forest Environ-
ment and Industries; Ra-
vinder Indraj, who will
look after Social Welfare,
SC and ST Welfare, Cooper-
atives, and Elections; Kapil
Mishra, who has been
handed the Law and Jus-
tice, Labour, Employment
and Tourism Departments;
and Pankaj Singh who will
handle Health and Family
Welfare, Transport and In-
formation Technology.

Hours after the new
Chiet Minister and Minis-

ters were sworn in, BJP
leaders offered prayers at
the Yamuna Ghat. Cleaning
of the Yamuna is expected
to be BJP’s top priority dur-
ing their five-year tenure.

Three-time Rohini MLA
Vijendra Gupta thanked
the party for giving him the
responsibility of Speaker of
Delhi Assembly.

Cabinet decisions

After her first Cabinet
meeting, Ms. Gupta said
the government would ta-
ble 14 pending CAG reports
in the first session of the
new Delhi Assembly, and
would also work towards
implementing the Centre’s
flagship health insurance
scheme Ayushman Bharat
in Delhi as quickly as
possible.

Earlier, the first-time
MLA from Shalimar Bagh
was administered the oath
by Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor V.K. Saxena. The
swearing-in ceremony was
attended by the BJP's top
brass, including Union Mi-
nisters Amit Shah, J.P. Nad-
da, and Rajnath Singh, and
the Chief Ministers and De-
puty Chief Ministers of sev-
eral NDA-ruled States.

The BJP has come into
power in the capital after
26 years, with 48 seats in
the Assembly.
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SC stays Lokpal order on power over judges

Special Bench terms top ant-corruption ombudsmans interpretation ‘very disturbing as it passed an order giving itself jurisdiction to investigate complaints against High

Court judges; Bench issues notice to the Centre, the Registrar of Lokpal and the complainant on whose plea the January 27 order was passed: court lists the case for March 18

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
TonThmsd.ay stayed

a4 Lokpal order
brirging High Court judges
under  its jurisdiction,
terming the top anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman's in-
terpretation “very
disturbing”.

Taking suo moly cogi-
sance of the January 27
Lokpal order, a Special
Bench of Justices B.R. Ga-
val, Surva Kant and A5,
Olka, three senior judges of
the Supreme Court and
Collegivm members, said
it impacted the indepen-
dence of the judiciary.

The Bench, in a brief
hearing, was offered assis-
tance by senior advocates
Kapil Sibal and B.H. Marla-
palle even as Salicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta ap-
peared for the Union

povernment. The Bench is-
sued notice to the Centre,
the Registrar of Lokpal and
the complainant on whose
plea the January 27 order
was passed. The court list-
ed the case on March 18. It
injuncted the complainant
from disclosing the name
of the High Court judge in
question and ordered the
former to keep the con-
tents of the complaint con-
fidential.

Mr. Sibal said the court
sorely needed to lay down
the law on this issue. Mr,
Mehta categorically sub-
mitted that High Court
judges would never fall
within the ambit of Lokpal,

“Public servants’

The order of the Lokpal,
chaired by a former Su-
preme Court judge, Justice
AM Khanwilkar, was
based on a complaint that
an Additional High Court

Redefining jurisdiction
Lakpal's fanuary 237 arder defines the rufes and conditions under
which it will inquire into complaints against High Court judges

w50 judges are putlic
seruants under the
Prevention of Comup-
tion Act but arenat
pblic servants under
the Lokpal Act

= The 5C was
‘eatablished” by the
Constitution, The
HCs pre-existed the -
Constitution and aro

only ‘recognised’ by it 2

judge had influenced an
Additional District Judge,
and later another High
Court judge, o decide in
favour of a private compa-
ny. It was alleged thar the
compary had been a client
of the judge during the lat-
ter's earlier years as an
advocate,

In a 13-page order, the

A judge of an HC astabiiched by an
Act of Parliament wil| come within
the ambit of expresskon ‘any

inSection 1

person’
1) of the Lokpal Act

wThere s 2 precon-
dition to consull the
Chief Justica of India
before indtiating.

} under Section 20 of
the Lokpal Act, 3 pre-
fiminary inguiry inta

-2 complaint lodged

e ANt an HE jusd e

Lokpal  concluded  that
High Court judges were
“public servanis’ and came
within the ambit of the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
af 2013,

The anti-corruption bo-
dy assumed jurisdiction o
inquire or investigate com-
plaints about High Court
judges on the ground that,

unlike the Supreme Court,
the High Courts in India
were constituted by British
Parliamentary Acts — In-
dian High Courts Act, 1861
and Government of India
Act 1935 — and Letters Pa-
tent of the British Mo-
narch. In fact, the High
Courts pre-dated the Con-

stitution,  the  Lokpal
reasoned.
Article 214 of the Consti-

tution, which said “there
shall be a High Court for
each Stare”, had only “in-
trinsically recognised” the
existence  of the High
Courts. The Constitution
did not establish the High
Courts, the Lokpal argued
in the January 27 order. On
the other hand, the Su-
[H@IIIE Court was com-
pletely a child of the Con-
stitution, the ombudsman
noted.

Afew days before the Ja-
nuary 27 order, the Lokpal,

in a decision on January 3,
had declared that it had no
power aver Supreme Court
Jjudges, including the Chief
Justice of India.

In the January 3 order,
the Lokpal had explained
that the Supreme Court
was not a “body” esta-
blished by an Act of Parlia-
ment or financed or con-
trolled by the Central
government, 1t had ob-
served that Supreme Court
Jjudges, including the CJI,
even though ‘public ser-
vants® in terms of the 're-
vention of Corruption Act
of 1988, were not amena-
ble o the jurisdiction of
the Lokpal.

Argument ‘too naive’

But, the Lokpal, in its Janu-
ary 27 order, found the ar-
gument that a High Court
Judge was outside the om-
budsman's  jurisdicdon,
"too naive”™. The Lokpal

said & High Court judge
came within the ambit of
clause (1) of Section 1401 of
the 2013 Act.

A dlause of Section 14
notes the Lokpal has juris-
diction over “any person
who is or has been a chair-
person or member or offic-
er or employee in any body
or Board or eorporation or
authority or company or
SOCieLy OF Irust or autone-
mous body (by whatever
name called) established
by an Act of Parliament or
wholly or partly financed
by the Central government
or contralled by it

The term “any person’ in
the clause would include a
judge of a High Court esta-
blished by an Act of
Parliament.

In this case, the judge in
question was serving in the
High Court of a State reor-
ganized by an Act of the
Parliament, it pointed our,



