The Hindu Articles 12th October 2023

1) Spring cleaning fixing areas is good, but the GST regime needs a border reform plan.
a) The GST council last Saturday haze dozens tax treatment ambiguities such as tax on corporate and personal guarantees for bank loans.
b) Alcohol for human consumption still outside the GST net.
c) The council meets four times 2023 as compared to 2022 only two meetings were taking place.
d) The COVID-19 pandemic hit on tax collection had triggered an extension of the Cess and surcharges levied on so called demerit goods.
e) Frequent tweaks of irritants aside, the GST regime needs a holistic reform plan, including road map.

2) Central point congress should not use caste mobilisation as communalism counter.
a) As Madhya Pradesh in the graphical centre of India now become a ring of congress and BJP.
b) The BJP strategy also deemphasises the performance of the government and turns a spotlight on personal image of Prime Minister.
c) The congress entry defectors into its fold unsettled the power balance within the BJP
d) The congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Yatra had generated enthusiasm in the state.
e) The biggest challenge for the congress is to walk on tight rope on question of Hindu identity politics and avoid communal polarisation.
