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Why in News?

Recently, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has brought to light the
ambitious Pradhan Mantri-Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-
JANMAN) Scheme. Aimed at uplifting Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs), this initiative carries the potential to address their unique
challenges and provide essential infrastructure for a brighter future.

What is the PM-JANMAN Scheme?
About:

o PM JANMAN is a government scheme that aims
to bring tribal communities into the mainstream.

o The scheme (comprising Central Sector and
Centrally Sponsored Schemes) will be
implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, in
collaboration with the State governments and the
PVTG communities.



o The scheme will concentrate on 11 critical
interventions overseen by 9 line
Ministries, ensuring the implementation of
existing schemes in villages inhabited by PVTGs.

. It encompasses various sectors,
including safe housing under the PM-
AWAS Scheme, access to clean drinking
water, improved healthcare, education,
nutrition, road and telecommunications
connectivity, as well as opportunities for
sustainable livelihoods.

o The plan also includes the establishment of Van
Dhan Vikas Kendras for trading in forest
produce, off-grid solar power systems for 1 lakh
households, and solar street lights.

o The scheme is expected to enhance the quality of
life and well-being of the PVTGs, by addressing
their multiple and intersecting forms
of discrimination and exclusion, and by
recognizing and valuing their unique and valuable
contribution to national and global development.

Challenges in Implementation:

o Lack of current data on PVTGs is a significant
challenge, as the last available census data for
PVTGs is from 2001, which counted a total of
around 27.6 lakh individuals belonging to these
communities.

« The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has started
conducting baseline surveys, but an
accurate and current dataset of PVTG
populations is yet to be compiled.

. The population data submitted to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Social Justice and Empowerment in
2022 was based on the 2011
Census and did not include the



population of PVTGs in Maharashtra,
Manipur, and Rajasthan.

. The lack of current data hampers the
accurate assessment of the needs and
progress of PVTG communities.

. The absence of a specific Census for
PVTG communities, as recommended by
the National Advisory Council in
2013, further adds to the challenge of
gathering comprehensive information on
their education, health, and housing
status.

o The complexity and diversity of the needs and
capacities of the PVTGs across different regions
and states and the need for customized and
flexible approaches and interventions.

o The stigma and discrimination faced by the PVTGs
in mainstream society and the state and the need
for sensitization and awareness among the
stakeholders and the public.

o The coordination and convergence of the scheme
with the existing schemes and programmes of the
central and state governments and the need for
effective and efficient delivery and utilization of
the resources and services.

Who are Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)?

In 1973, the Dhebar Commission established Primitive Tribal
Groups (PTGs) as a distinct category, encompassing tribal
communities characterized by a declining or stagnant
population, the use of pre-agrarian technology, economic
backwardness, and low literacy.

These groups are identified as less developed among the tribal
communities.



In 2006, the Government of India renamed the PTGs as
PVTGs. They reside in remote and inaccessible areas, facing
challenges due to poor infrastructure and administrative
support.

There are 75 PVTG communities spread across 18 States
and Union Territories in India.

o Odisha has the highest number of PVTGs (15),
followed by Andhra Pradesh (12), Bihar and
Jharkhand (9), Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
(7), Tamil Nadu (6), and Kerala and Gujarat (5
each).

o Therest of the communities are spread across
Maharashtra, West Bengal, Karnataka,
Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Tripura, and Manipur.

o All four tribal groups in the Andaman and one in
the Nicobar Islands are recognized as PVTGs.

UPSC Civil Services Examination,
Previous Year Question (PYQ)

Prelims

Q.1 Consider the following statements about
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) in
India: (2019)

1. PVTGs reside in 18 States and one Union
Territory.

2. A stagnant or declining population is one of
the criteria for determining PVTG status.

3. There are 95 PVTGs officially notified in the
country so far.

4. |rular and Konda Reddi tribes are included in
the list of PVTGs.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@)1,2and 3
(b) 2,3and 4



(c)1,2and 4
(d)1,3and 4
Ans: C

Q. What are the two major legal initiatives by the
State since Independence addressing
discrimination against Scheduled Tribes (STs)?
(2017)

Q. Why are the tribals in India referred to as ‘the
Scheduled Tribes'? Indicate the major provisions
enshrined in the Constitution of India for their
upliftment. (2016)



